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We recently hosted a 

visit from Ros Daniels 

and Charlotte Wood of 

the Canal & River Trust, 

to show them in detail 

our work -site and the 

specifics which we have been 

discussing.  The picture shows 

myself, Chris Sargeant, Charlotte 

Wood and Ros Daniels of CRT, 

and Peter Lockett, and was taken 

by Steve Chapman. 

CRT has reached agreement with 

the Environment Agency and 

ourselves, about what 

òremediationó we need to do 

before our canal restoration can 

recommence.  We are currently 

finalising detailed proposals for 

how we will do this limited 

amount of work.   This has to 

include supervision by an external 

company, to provide confirmation 

to CRT and the EA that our work 

has been 

completed in 

accordance 

with all 

regulations. 

We also need 

to complete 

our contractual 

negotiations 

with CRT.  We 

have signed 

the Heads of 

Terms agreement which we have 

previously mentioned here, and we 

are about to receive the more 

detailed document which sits 

below it.   We will review this 

document and agree any necessary 

changes with CRTõs legal team. 

There have been discussions with 

CRT about updating the design of 

the remainder of our relining, 

including additional rows of 

concrete blocks.  These discussions 

will now progress to a 

conclusion.  We will then be ready 

to complete the final process, bear 

with us while we explain a lot of 

acronyms. 

Contaminated Land: Applications 

in Real Environments (CL:AIRE) is a 

widely used independent 

organisation with a Definition of 

Waste: Code of Practice (DoWCoP) 

which we need to follow.   This will 

include a 

Materials 

Management 

Plan (MMP), 

which is 

already part-

completed and 

describes how 

we move 

material for re-

use within the 

work -

site.  Someone 

Chairmanõs Column - April 2025  



 

Page 5  Wendover Canal News, Spring 2025 

known as a Qualified Person (QP) 

will take this to the EA for 

approval. 

We are delighted to welcome a 

new volunteer Colin Heal, who will 

be our new Site Manager, leading a 

Site Management team who will be 

implementing all of the above.   Our 

previous Site Manager Mikk Bradley 

stepped down from this role a few 

months ago and is also no longer 

on our Council, but he remains a 

much-valued member of our Site 

Management team alongside several 

others.  We have also welcomed 

onto Council Colin Metcalfe, who 

single-handedly organised the 

production and distribution of our 

calendars at the end of last 

year.  However we now need a 

volunteer to take over as 

Membership Secretary, see 

elsewhere. 

Our Phase 1 restored canal from the 

stop-lock to our new winding hole 

remains drained, but we are about 

to hold a video call with CRTõs 

engineers to hopefully understand 

in detail what needs to be 

done.  We handed Phase 1 back to 

CRT after we completed our work 

in 2005, so CRT are responsible for 

the repairs.  CRT have told their 

Navigation Advisory Group that the 

work will cost £200,000, which 

they cannot afford for some years 

to come, but we hope to work with 

CRT to help deliver this work more 

quickly and economically. 

CRT have a serious issue with 

government funding, but on top of 

this they have had to commit six 

million pounds to strengthen 

Wilstone Reservoir.  In case you 

havenõt already seen it, we have 

reproduced their press release 

elsewhere in this newsletter. 

CRT have just issued 

a stoppage notice to 

close the towpath at 

Little Tring, between 

the stop-lock and 

Little Tring Bridge, 

to install safety 

fencing.  There are 

paths both sides 
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along this section and we are 

unclear which will be closed. 

Following our volunteersõ 

reconstruction / repair of the two 

sets of steps at Drayton Beauchamp, 

they have just completed the 

construction of new steps up a 

steep embankment near Bridge 4A ð 

see Steve Chapmanõs article in this 

newsletter. All three steps projects 

have been widely 

praised by local 

residents and other 

ǿŀƭƪŜǊǎΦ  hǳǊ 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƻŎƪŜǘ tŀǊƪ 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ²ƘƛǘŜƘƻǳǎŜǎΦ 

Clive Johnson, Chairman 

We need a volunteer to be our 

Membership Secretary.  We are very 

grateful to Peter Bird, who after five 

years in the role, has asked to step 

down at our AGM in October.    

 

This is a vital role which we must fill!   Please could you consider whether 

you or your partner could help us?   

 

This involves maintaining and updating the 

list of our members.  We use an online system 

named WhiteFuse to make the process as easy 

as possible.   

 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Peter at membership@wendovercanal.org.uk, 

who can also share a more detailed 

description of what he has been doing for us. 

  

Volunteer Opportunity  

Membership Secretary 

mailto:membership@wendovercanal.org.uk
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IWA Nominee, Council Minutes Secretary:  

Jenny Brice 
jenny.brice@wendovercanal.org.uk  

Newsletter Editor: Carol Williams/ Janine Jones newsletter@wendovercanal.org.uk 

Partnerships Director & Deputy 

Chairman: Peter Elwin 
partnerships@wendovercanal.org.uk 

Volunteers, Webmaster and 

Facebook: Ken Palfrey 

 volunteer@wendovercanal.org.uk  

and  

webmaster@wendovercanal.org.uk  

Publicity: Nigel Williams     publicity@wendovercanal.org.uk  

Council Member: Bob Wheal   bob.wheal@wendovercanal.org.uk  

Council Member: Colin Metcalfe  colin.metcalfe@wendovercanal.org.uk   

Chairman & Talks: Clive Johnson chairman@wendovercanal.org.uk  

Council members 2025 

Finance Lead, Honorary Secretary 

and Deputy Chairman:  

Mike Beckley     

honsec@wendovercanal.org.uk  

Treasurer: Paul Armstrong  treasurer@wendovercanal.org.uk  

Purchasing Manager: Peter 

Lockett      
purchasing@wendovercanal.org.uk  

Membership: Peter Bird  membership@wendovercanal.org.uk  

Archivist: Chris Sargeant   archivist@wendovercanal.org.uk  

Site Manager: Colin Heal  

Note: not a council member  
colin.heal@wendovercanal.org.uk  

Project Manager:  

Steve Chapman  
steve.chapman@wendovercanal.org.uk  

mailto:jenny.brice@wendovercanal.org.uk
mailto:volunteer@wendovercanal.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@wendovercanal.org.uk
mailto:publicity@wendovercanal.org.uk
mailto:bob.wheal@wendovercanal.org.uk
mailto:colin.metcalfe@wendovercanal.org.uk
mailto:honsec@wendovercanal.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@wendovercanal.org.uk
mailto:purchasing@wendovercanal.org.uk
mailto:membership@wendovercanal.org.uk
mailto:archivist@wendovercanal.org.uk
mailto:colin.heal@wendovercanal.org.uk
mailto:steve.chapman@wendovercanl.org.uk
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This article explains which sections of the Wendover Canal have been 

worked on in the past by the Wendover Canal Trust, together with 

sections which we plan to work on in future.   It also covers work carried 

out by other contractors in 2003.   None of this information is new, but I 

thought it would be of interest particularly to our newer members.  

The 2003 work  

In 2003, the A41 which used to cross the Wendover Canal at Buckland 

Wharf on Bridge 6, was diverted onto a new dual carriageway bypass on 

the Drayton Beauchamp side of Bridge 6, now known as Bridge 5a.  This 

bypass crosses the original line of the canal close to water level, so the 

Highways Agency built a new loop of canal to the south of the original 

line, allowing the new bridge to be built with navigation headroom at a 

point where the new road was higher.  

This left 2 short stubs of the old canal disused; the stub on the Buckland 

Wharf side is used to filter drainage from the new road which runs into 

the canal.  Perversely this drainage water then reverses direction to run 

back under the new bridge. 

In the same year, CRTõs predecessor British Waterways paid Nuttalls to 

reline the next section of canal through Drayton Beauchamp bridge 5, to 

a nearby location.  This is the location of the sump where since 2003 

canal water falls into the under-bed pipeline.  It also marks the beginning 

of WCTõs Phase 2 canal relining. 

Description of Wendover Canal from Bulbourne to Wendover  

¶ The canal from Bulbourne Junction past Tringford Pumps to the 

stoplock has always been navigable and WCT have not worked in it. 

¶ The stoplock and the canal to the current winding hole (which 

included the rebuilding of Little Tring Bridge 3), were excavated and 

relined by WCT in a project known as Phase 1, and handed over to 

British Waterways in 2005. 

Wendover Canal Update 
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¶ The major part of WCTõs Phase 2 is to excavate and reline the 

canal from the Phase 1 winding hole to the 2003 sump as described 

above. 

¶ Phase 2 also aims to deliver navigation through not only the 

section WCT are relining, but also along both 2003 sections described 

above.  There will be a new winding hole just Buckland Wharf side of 

the new A41 bridge 5A, at the point where the new canal loop rejoins 

the old canal. 

¶ To achieve the Phase 2 navigation objective and also to achieve 

the much bigger objective of the Wendover water supply resuming 

flowing by gravity, the whole Wendover Canal needs to be at the 

current Grand Union Canal Tring Summit level.  This is not such a 

major change as it might appear, since occasionally after heavy rain or 

during reed blockage, the rest of the Wendover Canal has been noted 

as being higher than this level already. 

¶ Beyond this new winding hole and well into the future, 

restoration to full navigation to Wendover is usually referred to as 

Phase 3.  Navigation is obstructed by dropped bridges at 5b Wharf 

Row, 6 Old A41, 9 Halton, and a tiny wooden footbridge near 

Wendover known as Oliverõs Bridge 11.  There is also a very low live 

sewer pipe next to Perch Bridge 10.  It will all require dredging to 

navigation depth, 

which together with 

the occasional canal 

boat should avoid 

the need for CRT to 

clear the reeds and 

weeds every 

year.  Of course 

none of these 

prevent the water 

level being set to 

Tring Summit level, 

as required at the 

end of Phase 2. 

Clive Johnson, Chairman 
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