
W
e
n
d

o
v
e
r
 
C

a
n
a
l 
 

V
is

it
o

r
 
G

u
id

e
 

 

w
w

w
.
w

e
n
d
o

v
e
r
c
a
n
a
l.
o

r
g
.
u
k
 

w
w

w
.
w

e
n
d
o

v
e
r
c
a
n
a
l.
o

r
g
.
u
k
 

 T
h
e
 
W

e
n
d
o

v
e
r
 
C

a
n
a
l 
T

r
u
s
t
 
is
 
t
h
e
 
w

o
r
k
in

g
 
n
a
m

e
 
o

f
 
h
e
 
W

e
n
d
o

v
e
r
 
A

r
m

 

T
r
u
s
t
.
 
T
h
e
 
w

o
r
k
in

g
 
n
a
m

e
 
w

a
s
 
a
d
o
p
t
e
d
 
in

 
2
0
2
1
.
 

T
h
e
 
W

e
n
d
o
v
e
r
 
A

r
m

 
T

r
u
s
t
 
w

a
s
 
f
o

r
m

e
d
 
in

 
1
9
8
9
 
a
s
 
a
 
r
e
g
is

t
e
r
e
d
 
c
h
a
r
it
y
 

t
o

 
p
r
o

m
o

t
e
 
a
n
d
 
im

p
l
e
m

e
n
t
 
t
h
e
 
r
e
s
t
o

r
a
t
i
o

n
 
o

f
 
t
h
e
 
W

e
n
d

o
v
e
r
 
C

a
n
a
l.
 

I
n
 
1
9
9
7
,
 
a
f
t
e
r
 
s
e
v
e
r
a
l 
y
e
a
r
s
 
o
f
 
p
r
e
p
a
r
a
t
io

n
 
a
n
d
 
e
x
a
c
t
ly

 
2
0
0
 
y
e
a
r
s
 
a
f
t
e
r
 
t
h
e
 

c
a
n
a
l 
f
ir
s
t
 
o
p
e
n
e
d
, 

r
e
c
o
n
s
t
r
u
c
t
io

n
 
w

o
r
k
 
s
t
a
r
t
e
d
 
. 

T
h
e
 
f
ir

s
t
 
s
t
a
g
e
 
in

c
lu

d
e
d
 

r
e
b
u
ild

in
g
 
L
it
t
le

 
T

r
in

g
 
B
r
id

g
e
,
 
d
e
m

o
lis

h
e
d
 
le

s
s
 
t
h
a
n
 
2
5
-
y
e
a
r
s
 
p
r
e
v
io

u
s
ly

 

a
n
d
 
t
o

 
c
o

n
s
t
r
u
c
t
 
a
 
¼

 
m

ile
 
s
e
c
t
io

n
 
o

f
 
c
a
n
a
l 

f
r
o

m
 
t
h
e
 
s
t
o

p
-
lo

c
k
 
a
t
 
L
it
t
le

 

T
r
in

g
 
t
o

 
a
 
n
e
w

 
w

in
d
in

g
 
h
o

le
 
(
f
o

r
 
t
u
r
n
in

g
 
b
o

a
t
s
)
 
b
e
y
o
n
d
 
t
h
e
 
n
e
w

 

b
r
id

g
e
.
 
 

I
n
 

1
9
9
0
 

t
h
e
 

T
r
u
s
t
 

w
a
s
 

in
v
o

lv
e
d
 

in
 

t
h
e
 

p
u
b
lic

 
e
n
q
u
ir

y
 

in
t
o
 

t
h
e
 

p
r
o

p
o

s
e
d
 
A

4
1
 
A

s
t
o
n
 
C

lin
t
o

n
 
b
y
p
a
s
s
 
t
h
a
t
 
r
e
s
u
lt
e
d
 
in

 
t
h
e
 
c
o
n
s
t
r
u
c
t
io

n
 

o
f
 
S
a
x
o

n
w

a
y
 
b
r
id

g
e
 
o

v
e
r
 
t
h
e
 
c
a
n
a
l 

a
n
d
 
r
e
s
t
o

r
a
t
io

n
 
o

f
 
a
 
s
h
o

r
t
 
s
e
c
t
io

n
 

o
f
 
c
a
n
a
l 
f
r
o

m
 
t
h
e
r
e
 
t
o

 
D

r
a
y
t
o
n
 
B
e
a
u
c
h
a
m

p
 
b
r
id

g
e
.
 

C
u
r
r
e
n
t
 
r
e
s
t
o

r
a
t
i
o

n
 
w

o
r
k
 
i
s
 
f
o

c
u
s
s
e
d
 
o

n
 
r
e
-
p

r
o

f
i
l
in

g
 
a
n
d
 
l
in

in
g
 
t
h
e
 

d
r
y
 
s
e
c
t
i
o

n
 
o

f
 
t
h
e
 
c
a
n
a
l
 
f
r
o

m
 
D

r
a
y
t
o

n
 
B

e
a
u
c
h
a
m

p
 
t
o

 
L
i
t
t
l
e
 
T

r
in

g
,
 

p
r
i
o

r
 
t
o

 
r
e
f
l
o

o
d

in
g
 
t
h
e
 
s
e
c
t
i
o

n
.
 
W

h
e
n
 
t
h
is

 
i
s
 
c
o

m
p

l
e
t
e
,
 
i
t
 
w

i
l
l 

b
e
 
a
 

t
r
u
e
 
m

i
l
e
s
t
o

n
e
 
i
n
 
t
h
e
 
c
a
n
a
l
’
s
 
h
i
s
t
o

r
y
;
 
f
o

r
 
t
h
e
 
f
i
r
s
t
 
t
i
m

e
 
in

 
o

v
e
r
 
1
0
0

 

y
e
a
r
s
 
 
t
h
e
 
c
a
n
a
l 

w
i
l
l 

b
e
 
in

 
w

a
t
e
r
 
a
n
d
 
t
h
e
 
t
o

w
p

a
t
h
 
m

a
d

e
 
c
o

n
t
in

u
o

u
s
 

a
l
l
 
t
h
e
 
w

a
y
 
f
r
o

m
 
W

e
n
d

o
v
e
r
 
t
o

 
B

u
l
b
o

u
r
n
e
.
 

T
h
e
 

w
a
y
 

w
i
l
l
 

t
h
e
n
 

b
e
 

o
p

e
n
 

t
o

 
m

a
k
in

g
 

t
h
e
 

w
h
o

l
e
 

c
a
n
a
l
 

f
u
l
l
y
 

n
a
v
ig

a
b
l
e
 
o

n
c
e
 
m

o
r
e
.
 
 

T
h
e
 
T

r
u
s
t
 
is
 
a
ls

o
 
r
a
is

in
g
 
f
u
n
d
s
 
t
o

 
im

p
r
o

v
e
 
t
h
e
 
t
o

w
p
a
t
h
 
t
o
 
a
n
 
a
ll
-

w
e
a
t
h
e
r
 
q
u
a
lit

y
,
 
g
iv

in
g
 
p
r
o

p
e
r
 
a
c
c
e
s
s
 
t
o

 
a
ll,

 
in

c
lu

d
in

g
 
w

a
lk

e
r
s
,
 
c
y
c
lis

t
s
,
 

a
n
d
 
d
is

a
b
le

d
 
u
s
e
r
s
.
 
T
h
e
 
f
ir

s
t
 
 
s
t
a
g
e
 
o

f
 
t
h
e
 
u
p
g
r
a
d
e
 
is
 
 
a
n
 
e
x
t
e
n
s
iv

e
 

r
e
b
u
ild

 
o
f
 
t
h
e
 
t
o

w
p
a
t
h
 
in

 
W

e
n
d
o

v
e
r
 
P
a
r
is
h
.
 

W
it
h
 

r
e
s
t
o

r
a
t
io

n
 

c
o

m
p
le

t
e
,
 

t
h
e
 

C
a
n
a
l 

w
ill 

o
f
f
e
r
 

a
n
 

u
n
r
iv

a
lle

d
 

c
o

m
b
in

a
t
io

n
 
o

f
 
o

p
e
n
 
c
o

u
n
t
r
y
s
id

e
 
a
t
 
it
s
 
b
e
s
t
,
 
h
e
r
it
a
g
e
 
in

 
a
b
u
n
d
a
n
c
e
,
 

a
n
d
 
a
 
h
u
g
e
 
r
a
n
g
e
 
o

f
 
b
io

d
iv

e
r
s
it
y
,
 
e
a
c
h
 
c
o

n
t
r
ib

u
t
in

g
 
t
o

 
t
h
e
 
w

e
ll
-
b
e
in

g
 

o
f
 
t
h
e
 
v
is

it
o

r
.
 

T
h
e
 
T
r
u
s
t
 
is
 
a
 
v
o
lu

n
t
e
e
r
 
m

e
m

b
e
r
s
h
ip

 
o

r
g
a
n
i
s
a
t
io

n
.
 
T

h
e
 
C

a
n
a
l
 
&

 
R

iv
e
r
 

T
r
u
s
t
 
o
w

n
s
 
t
h
e
 
c
a
n
a
l,
 
b
u
t
 
is
 
o
n
ly

 
p
e
r
m

it
t
e
d
 
b
y
 
le

g
a
l 
c
o
n
s
t
r
a
in

t
s
 
t
o
 
c
a
r
r
y
 

o
u
t
 
e
s
s
e
n
t
ia

l 
m

a
in

t
e
n
a
n
c
e
 
t
o
 
k
e
e
p
 
t
h
e
 
t
o
w

p
a
t
h
 
c
le

a
r
 
a
n
d
 
t
o
 
e
n
s
u
r
e
 
t
h
e
 

s
u
p
p
ly

 
o
f
 
w

a
t
e
r
 
f
r
o
m

 
W

e
n
d
o
v
e
r
 
r
e
a
c
h
e
s
 
t
h
e
 
T
r
in

g
 
s
u
m

m
it
 
a
t
 
B
u
lb

o
u
r
n
e
 

J
u
n
c
t
io

n
.
 
A

ll 
m

o
n
ie

s
 
a
r
e
 
r
a
is

e
d
 
t
h
r
o

u
g
h
 
g
r
a
n
t
s
,
 
d
o
n
a
t
io

n
s
 
a
n
d
 
f
u
n
d
-

r
a
is
in

g
 
a
c
t
iv

it
ie

s
.
 
I
f
 
y
o
u
 
f
e
e
l 

y
o
u
 
c
a
n
 
c
o
n
t
r
ib

u
t
e
,
 
e
it
h
e
r
 
b
y
 
g
iv

in
g
 
y
o
u
r
 

t
im

e
 
a
s
 
a
 
v
o
lu

n
t
e
e
r
 
o
r
 
g
iv

in
g
 
a
 
d
o
n
a
t
io

n
,
 
w

e
 
w

o
u
ld

 
b
e
 
v
e
r
y
 
g
r
a
t
e
f
u
l.
 
 

 F
o
r
 
m

o
r
e
 
d
e
t
a
ils

 
v
is
it
 
o

u
r
 
w

e
b
s
it
e
:
 
w

w
w

.
w

e
n
d
o

v
e
r
c
a
n
a
l.
o

r
g
.
u
k
 

H
o

w
 
t
o

 
g
e
t
 
t
h
e
r
e
 

B
y
 
T

r
a
in

 

T
h
e
 
W

e
n
d
o

v
e
r
 
C

a
n
a
l 
is
 
s
e
r
v
e
d
 
b
y
 
t
w

o
 
t
r
a
in

 
li
n
e
s
:
 

•
 

T
h
e
 
C

h
il
t
e
r
n
 
L
in

e
 
(
w

w
w

.t
h
e
t
r
a
in

li
n
e
.
c
o
m

)
 
f
r
o
m

 
L
o
n
d
o
n
 
M

a
r
y
le

b
o
n
e
 

t
o
 
A

y
le

s
b
u
r
y
 
v
ia

 
W

e
n
d
o

v
e
r
 

•
 

W
e
n
d
o

v
e
r
 
S
t
a
t
io

n
 
is
 
a
 
h
a
lf
-
m

il
e
 
w

a
lk

 
f
r
o

m
 
W

h
a
r
f
 
R

o
a
d
.
 
F
r
o

m
 
t
h
e
 

s
t
a
t
io

n
 
w

a
lk

 
d
o

w
n
h
il
l 
in

t
o

 
t
h
e
 
t
o

w
n
 
c
e
n
t
r
e
 
t
h
e
n
 
a
t
 
t
h
e
 
C

lo
c
k
 
T
o
w

-

e
r
,
 
b
e
a
r
 
le

f
t
 
a
lo

n
g
 
A

y
le

s
b
u
r
y
 
R

o
a
d
.
 
W

h
a
r
f
 
R

o
a
d
 
is
 
t
h
e
 
t
u
r
n
in

g
 
o

n
 
t
h
e
 

r
ig

h
t
 
a
t
 
t
h
e
 
f
ir

s
t
 
m

in
i-
r
o

u
n
d
a
b
o
u
t
.
 
T

h
e
 
r
o

a
d
 
c
r
o

s
s
e
s
 
t
h
e
 
s
t
a
r
t
 
o
f
 
t
h
e
 

c
a
n
a
l,
 
a
 
s
h
o

r
t
 
d
is
t
a
n
c
e
 
a
lo

n
g
 
W

h
a
r
f
 
R

o
a
d
 
o
n
 
t
h
e
 
le

f
t
 
h
a
n
d
 
s
id

e
 

b
e
f
o

r
e
 
t
h
e
 
s
c
h
o

o
l.
 

•
 

W
e
s
t
 
M

id
la

n
d
 
R

a
il
w

a
y
 
(
w

w
w

.t
h
e
t
r
a
in

li
n
e
.
c
o
m

)
 
f
r
o

m
 
L
o

n
d
o
n
 

E
u
s
t
o

n
 
t
o
 
B
ir

m
in

g
h
a
m

 
v
ia

 
T

r
in

g
.
 

•
 

T
r
in

g
 
S
t
a
t
io

n
 
is
 
a
 
s
h
o

r
t
 
d
is

t
a
n
c
e
 
f
r
o
m

 
t
h
e
 
m

a
in

 
G

r
a
n
d
 
U

n
io

n
 
C

a
n
a
l.
 

T
u
r
n
 
le

f
t
 
o
u
t
 
o
f
 
t
h
e
 
s
t
a
t
io

n
 
t
o
w

a
r
d
s
 
t
h
e
 
c
a
n
a
l 
b
r
id

g
e
, 
t
h
e
n
 
f
o
ll
o
w

 
t
h
e
 

t
o
w

p
a
t
h
 
f
o

r
 
a
lm

o
s
t
 
t
w

o
 
m

il
e
s
 
n
o

r
t
h
w

a
r
d
s
 
t
o

 
B
u
lb

o
u
r
n
e
 
J
u
n
c
t
io

n
 

w
it
h
 
t
h
e
 
W

e
n
d
o

v
e
r
 
C

a
n
a
l.
 

B
y
 
C

a
r

 

• 
S
t
a
b
le

b
r
id

g
e
 
R

o
a
d
,
 
A

s
t
o
n
 
C

li
n
t
o

n
,
 
H

P
2
2
 
5
N

D
.
 
T
h
e
r
e
 
is
 
a
 
s
m

a
ll
 
f
r
e
e
 

p
u
b
li
c
 
c
a
r
 
p
a
r
k
/
la

y
b
y
 
 
u
p
 
t
h
e
 
h
il
l 
f
r
o
m

 
S
t
a
b
le

 
B
r
id

g
e
.
 

•
 

W
il
s
t
o
n
e
 
R

e
s
e
r
v
o
ir

.
 
H

P
2
3
 
4
D

A
 
P
u
b
li
c
 
c
a
r
 
p
a
r
k
 
o
n
 
t
h
e
 
M

a
r
s
w

o
r
t
h
 
t
o
 

A
s
t
o
n
 
C

li
n
t
o
n
 
r
o
a
d
 
b
e
lo

w
 
t
h
e
 
r
e
s
e
r
v
o
ir
 

•
 

S
t
a
r
t
o

p
s
 
E
n
d
,
 
M

a
r
s
w

o
r
t
h
,
 
H

P
2
3
 
4
L
J
 
A

 
la

r
g
e
 
p
u
b
li
c
 
c
a
r
 
p
a
r
k
 
n
e
x
t
 
t
o

 

t
h
e
 
m

a
in

 
G

r
a
n
d
 
U

n
io

n
 
a
n
d
 
T

r
in

g
 
R

e
s
e
r
v
o

ir
s
.
 
C

h
a
r
g
e
s
 
a
p
p
ly

.
 

•
 

B
u
c
k
la

n
d
 
W

h
a
r
f
,
 
H

P
2
2
 
5
L
Q

 
.
 
S
o

m
e
 
r
o

a
d
s
id

e
 
p
a
r
k
in

g
 
.
 

W
a
lk

in
g

 
-
 
L
it
t
le

 
T

r
in

g
 
t
o

w
p
a
t
h
 
d
iv

e
r
s
io

n
:
 

H
e
a
d
in

g
 
t
o

w
a
r
d
s
 
B
u
lb

o
u
r
n
e
 
t
h
e
 
f
o
o

t
p
a
t
h
 
d
iv

e
r
t
s
 
le

f
t
 
a
t
 
t
h
e
 

w
o

r
k
s
it
e
 
e
n
t
r
a
n
c
e
 
a
n
d
 
d
o
w

n
 
a
 
la

n
e
 
(
2
5
 
y
a
r
d
s
)
 
o
n
t
o

 
t
h
e
 
r
o

a
d
.
 
G

o
 
d
ia

g
-

o
n
a
ll
y
 
t
o

 
t
h
e
 
r
ig

h
t
 
a
c
r
o

s
s
 
t
h
e
 
r
o

a
d
 
t
h
r
o

u
g
h
 
t
h
e
 
h
e
d
g
e
 
o

n
t
o
 
t
h
e
 
f
o

o
t
-

p
a
t
h
,
 
t
u
r
n
 
r
ig

h
t
 
a
n
d
 
f
o

ll
o

w
 
t
h
e
 
p
a
t
h
 
(
1
0
0
 
y
a
r
d
s
)
 
t
o

 
L
it
t
le

 
T

r
in

g
 
h
a
m

le
t
.
 

W
a
lk

 
u
p

h
i
l
l
 
t
h
r
o

u
g
h
 
t
h
e
 
h
a
m

l
e
t
 
(
b
e
w

a
r
e
 
o

f
 
t
r
a
f
f
i
c
)
 
t
o

 
L
i
t
t
l
e
 
T

r
in

g
 

B
r
id

g
e
 
(
1
0

0
y
d

s
)
;
 
t
h
e
r
e
 
a
r
e
 
s
t
e
p

s
 
o

n
 
t
h
e
 
le

f
t
 
d

o
w

n
 
t
o

 
t
h
e
 
t
o

w
p

a
t
h
.
 

O
n
 
t
h
e
 
o

f
f
s
id

e
 
t
h
e
r
e
 
a
r
e
 
s
t
e
e
p
 
s
t
e
p
s
 
d
o

w
n
 
t
o

 
a
n
 
u
n
p
a
v
e
d
 
c
a
n
a
l-
s
id

e
 

f
o

o
t
p
a
t
h
 
le

a
d
in

g
 
t
o

 
T

r
in

g
.
 

B
y
 
B

u
s
 

T
h
e
r
e
 
a
r
e
 
s
e
v
e
r
a
l 
s
e
r
v
ic

e
s
 
s
e
r
v
in

g
 
t
h
e
 
W

e
n
d
o

v
e
r
 
C

a
n
a
l.
 

S
e
r
v
ic

e
s
 
c
a
n
 
c
h
a
n
g
e
,
 
p
le

a
s
e
 
c
h
e
c
k
 
y
o

u
r
 
r
o

u
t
e
 
b
e
f
o

r
e
 
s
e
t
t
in

g
 
o

f
f
.
 

•
 

R
o

u
t
e
 
5
0
0
 
(
A

y
le

s
b
u
r
y
 
–
 
W

a
t
f
o

r
d
)
 
f
o

r
 
B
u
c
k
la

n
d
 
W

h
a
r
f
,
 
A

s
t
o
n
 

C
li
n
t
o

n
 

•
 

R
o

u
t
e
 
5
0
/
5
5
 
(
A

y
le

s
b
u
r
y
 
–
 
H

a
lt
o

n
)
 
f
o

r
 
W

h
a
r
f
 
R

o
a
d
,
 
W

e
n
d
o

v
e
r
 
a
n
d
 

H
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LOCATIONS 

1 Tring Station 

2 The Grand Junction Arms PH, Bulbourne 

3 Tring Garden Centre Café 

4 Bluebells Tea Rooms. Marsworth 

5 The Angler’s Retreat PH, Marsworth 

6 The Red Lion PH, Marsworth 

7 Mead’s Farmhouse Café, Wilstone 

8 The Half Moon PH, Wilstone 

9 Bridge 4 

10 Bridge 4a 

11 Crows Nest, hotel, pub and restaurant 

12 Café in the Park, Aston Clinton  

13 The Bell, Aston Clinton, Gastro pub and 

 hotel 

14 Wendover Station 

 Station 

P Parking 

A Wharf Road, Wendover 

B Bankside, Wendover 

C Perch Bridge, Halton Lane, Halton 

D Halton Village 

E Wellonhead Bridge, Stablebridge Road, 

Aston Clinton 

F Buckland Wharf, Aston Clinton 

G Drayton Beauchamp Village (bridge 5) 

H Little Tring Bridge (bridge 3) 

J Gamnel Bridge,(bridge 2) New Mill, Tring 

K Bulbourne Junction (bridge 1) 

ACCESS POINTS 

 Complete or undergoing restoration 

 Shallow water – awaiting restoration 

 Dry – restored awaiting water 

 Restored – shallow water 

 Restored – navigable 

 Navigable 

CANAL STATUS 
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Cover picture: The stop-lock and pumping station, Little Tring on opening day of the phase I restoration 

The Wides: Leaving Wendover 

behind, the canal opens up at 

The Wides, originally a millpond 

for St John’s Mill at Halton, now 

a reed bed and home to a variety 

of wildlife. 

Halton: The canal passes through the 

village, one-time home to RAF Halton. 

Halton House was a weekend retreat 

for Alfred Rothschild. The airfield is 

adjacent to the canal and the ornate 

Rothschild Bridge links Halton House 

with the airfield. 

Green Park and the Narrows: This was the 

location of Sir Anthony Nathan Rothschild’s 

home, Aston Clinton House – demolished in 

the 1950s. A section of the canal adjacent to 

Green Park leaked so badly that it apparently 

flooded the dining room. To overcome this 

problem the canal banks were lined with concrete 

to form The Narrows, a feature that can still be 

seen today. 

Whitehouses: The remains of a second 

pumping station built in 1802 to pump 

water from Wilstone Reservoir into the 

Canal. Access to the Pocket Park (see 

below) is via the bridge at point 9 on 

the map. 

Bulbourne Junction: At Marsworth 

top lock the Canal leads off to the 

west. Opposite the entrance to the 

canal is a working dry dock that 

was the original canal lock, along-

side the wide lock no. 45 built as 

part of the extensive refurbish-

ment of the Grand Union in the 

1930s. On the towpath side is the 

Toll House and on the opposite 

side 200 yards along the summit 

level are the Grade II listed work-

shops that made lock gates until the 

early 2000s 

Gamnel Wharf: is an industrial site 

beside the canal. Flour was milled 

using steam power and wind power 

from the on-site windmill (later 

demolished). The site is now operated 

by Heygates and continues to produce 

flour. Until 1952 Bushell Brothers 

operated an iconic boat yard alongside 

Tringford Pumping Station: is a Grade II 

listed building housing pumps that take 

water from the Tring Reservoirs up to the 

Wendover Canal, where it flows into the 

main Grand Union at Bulbourne Junction. It 

was built in 1817 with a Boulton and Watt 

steam engine that was in service until 1927. 

Electric pumps were installed in 1928. 

Little Tring Bridge: is deceptive: it is actually a 

concrete structure faced with hand-made 

bricks. The bridge was rebuilt in 2001 in the 

style of the original bridge, using funds provid-

ed by the Trust, and is a striking addition to 

the local canal-side architecture. 

 

Wendover Water Gauge: At the very start of the 

Canal in Wharf Road there is a water flow gauge 

that has been recording flow rates since 1844, one of 

the longest continuous measurements in the world. 

The Grand Union Canal, (originally the Grand Junction Canal) is a major inland waterway linking London and 

the Midlands. As the route reached its summit at Tring in the Chiltern Hills a continuous supply of water was 

required to replace that lost by the use of the locks at both ends. To overcome this problem, an Act of Parliament 

was initiated and the construction of the Wendover Canal was authorised to carry spring water from a plentiful 

supply at Wendover to the Tring Summit and its reservoirs. 

Construction began in 1793. It was made navigable for a small additional cost and the Canal opened in 1797. the 

Canal starts in Buckinghamshire at Wharf Road, Wendover, although the water rises from the Wellhead Springs 

near St Mary’s Church. The Canal winds its way for 6¾ miles through the villages of Halton, Buckland, 

Drayton Beauchamp and Little Tring following the 390ft contour around the Chiltern Hills before joining 

the main Grand Union Canal at Bulbourne Junction, near Tring in Hertfordshire.  

A little known fact is that by virtue of its source flowing from a chalk bedrock, the Wendover Canal is in fact one of 

only 160 chalk streams in England. Chalk streams contain little surface run-off, and are generally very clear when 

undisturbed. 

Initially the canal was a success but large volumes of water were being lost due to leakage. Despite many attempts to 

re-line the canal bed, the leakage increased and the canal closed to navigation in 1904. Sections remained in water in 

order to fulfil its original objective of feeding water into the canal’s summit level; part of the length was reduced in depth 

and part (a middle section of about 1¾ miles) was allowed to become dry and water was fed to the summit level by a 

pipe under the canal bed. The objective of the Wendover Canal Trust is to restore navigation back to Wendover, with 

the next step being to restore the section near Tring. 

Undergoing Restoration: From point G on the map 

(bridge 4a) to point 9 (bridge 4), the canal is largely 

restored and may be in water. From Bridge 4 towards 

the winding hole, near Little Tring Bridge (H), the 

canal is progressively being completed, including 

profiling, lining, and rewatering.   

All the work you see was and is carried out by volun-

Drayton Beauchamp Church:  

St Mary the Virgin is a beautiful  

Grade I listed church dating from the 

15th century with earlier features such 

as a 12th century Norman font and 13th 

century brasses. The church can be 

accessed by steep steps from the canal 

towpath between Saxonway Bridge and 

Drayton Beauchamp Bridge. It is open 

weekends from April to September and 

other times by arrangement. 

Whitehouses Pocket Park: The pump-

ing station and dwelling site has been 

planted as a wildflower haven. A 

viewing platform and interpretation 

board allow a leisurely and rewarding 

inspection of the  area. Sponsored 

benches offer a chance to relax. 

Brief History of the Wendover Canal 


