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At long last the footbridges, No.4 ‘PAT SAUNDERS BRIDGE’ and No. 4A ‘CHILTERN BRIDGE’ are almost completed. All wing walls are now poured and, apart from one wing wall at bridge 4 that is linked to the adjacent mooring bay, all are backfilled and all that remains is to complete sanding etc. of the timber bridges, lay the diverted footpaths and erect fencing that is required to protect the public until re-watering. Regretfully it has been necessary to order some new timber steps as the local vandals saw fit to smash two of the steps on Bridge 4A

It is hoped to have both footbridges open to the public by our Festival in May 2007 although the old routes cannot be closed until Herts County Council have issued the formal diversion notices.

The Kent and East Sussex Canal Restoration Group (KESCRG) are coming to help us over the Saturday and Sunday of the early May Bank Holiday and are taking on the task of laying the diverted footpaths and associated fencing. We are also grateful to Clayton Rae, the Dacorum Footpaths Officer, who has arranged a free issue of Geotex membrane and 20 tonnes of crushed concrete for the footpaths. We will be providing KESCRG with timber edging, an excavator, dumper and vibrating plate for their work as well as road stone for the finished surface.

Completion of this work will have several advantages; our volunteer labour force will no longer be spread over three sites, this in turn will lead to better use of plant and allow us to concentrate on the major work of re-lining.

As I stated in the last issue of this newsletter the design of the new canal lining has now been all but finalised using hollow concrete blocks and the estimate for this is being assessed but cannot be finalised until we have completed our first stretch of lining at our August working party when WRG BITM are coming to help us for a week long camp. 

These week-long exercises are very efficient, particularly in the use of plant and I would like a feed back as to whether there is sufficient support for another week long work party following the October normal work party, hopefully to take advantage of good weather before another wet winter and to get the aquatic plants in place and re-water the finished length to Wendover level.

Will all volunteers on the enclosed roster please check that I have entered their attendance correctly or let Ray Orth or myself know if you are coming and are not listed. It is very important to have the right number of volunteers present so that we do not have idle plant or volunteers with nothing to do!

I have kept individual volunteer’s names in the same column to make it easy for you to check.

Phase II, Stage 31 – Lining and mooring 4100 to 4421
124 metres of pipe capping has now been completed and the slab for sealing the first manhole is to be installed at the May work party providing BW can lower the present water level by letting water down from Saxon Bridge to Wilstone Reservoir. At the same work party bulk excavation and pipe capping beyond the manhole will continue. This will soon involve excavation for the 50 metre towpath mooring that will extend roughly from the 4250 metre mark to the 4275 mark

Phase II, Stage 34 – Lining and mooring 3050 to 3400
Bulk excavation for the 50 metre long mooring wall on the offside is now complete, the spoil having been put behind the wing walls at Bridge No.4, except for the final blinding excavation that cannot be done until immediately before the blinding concrete is laid.

The east end wing wall has now been completed in conjunction with the associated wing wall of bridge 4. No further work will take place at present unless work at Drayton Beauchamp is held up by bad weather or there is spare volunteer labour to extend the blinding.

Phase II, Stage 38 – Footbridge 4

Complete except for laying diverted footpaths/fencing and final sanding of timberwork. 

Phase II, Stage 39 – Footbridge 4A

Complete except for laying diverted footpaths/fencing, final sanding of timberwork and replacing the vandalised steps. 

Festival May 2007

The boat bookings for the Festival include the following work party volunteers’ boats who will have a reserved mooring on the towpath between Little Tring Bridge and the winding hole:

Roger Leishman   53ft     MARY BETH    

Ray Orth              45ft      MADRIGAL

Bert Matraves      46ft      CHUMLEY B

Ron Pittaway       45ft       TONIC

Pete Bowers         40ft      KOFFEE  & CREAM

Brian Ing              58ft      KAY CEE TOO

Rodney Evans      58ft     SCYTHIA

Denis Cater          40ft      SHALDON

Brian Lansley       51ft     MALAIKA

Nigel Williams     50ft     CARIANNE

The list is in roughly the same order as we normally moor so is a guide to any boats arriving early. MARY BETH will be in the usual Bridge Café position and the straight between the curves is reserved for the two longest boats, KAY CEE TOO and SCYTHIA.  Please phone me if there are any queries.

This year there will be a small marquee devoted to the Trust’s work, sales and information, particularly restoration. Bert and Val Matraves will be producing their excellent restoration information boards and we have been asked to provide a rota of volunteers on Sunday and Monday to answer questions on restoration. We will also be inviting the public to visit our preparation work at Little Tring and talk to us about restoration
Web Site

The address of the Trust Restoration web site managed by Oliver Revel (that is linked to the main Trust site) is: 

 http://wendovercanal.org.uk/
E-mail

The number of e-mail recipients of this newsletter is growing.  If you give me a request for e-mail transmission I will do so but please let me know if the attachment does not arrive. 

Wendover Trust Mugs

Please see Ray Orth or myself if you want Trust mugs. They are bone china, £6 each, two for £11.50 or four for £22. If you have not seen them, they commemorate the opening of Phase I with a view through Little Tring Bridge on both sides with ‘Wendover Arm Trust 2005’ underneath.
Insurance

It is incumbent on anyone, regardless of age, to inform the Trust in writing if they suffer from any medical condition that could in any way affect their ability to carry out their work as a Trust Work Party Volunteer.

General Notes.
All volunteers receive and sign for the Trust’s Restoration Manual that includes full Health and Safety requirements for the restoration works. The Manual is the property of the Trust; if you leave the working parties for any reason, please return the Manual to either Ray Orth or myself.

The Restoration Manual is currently being updated to take into account procedures for the  lining in Phase II and new BW requirements under their procedures for treating us as a self-supervising contractor. New volunteers will receive their copies as soon as the revisions are completed.

David Barratt is our qualified First-Aider and, even if he is not on site, lives in Pitstone and can be contacted on 07973 411176 if he is at home.

Hard hats for use at all times and high visibility jackets to be worn on sites with mobile plant in use are kept in the store at Tringford and must be drawn/returned there. One first aid kit is kept in the store; another is kept in the VW transporter for use on site. Also available in the transporter are ear defenders and goggles that must be worn when using strimmers, angle grinders, concrete breakers and the like. Individual volunteers must provide their own footwear with reinforced toecaps.

We normally work from 9am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) when we are hiring plant or taking delivery of ready-mix concrete early in the morning.  There are breaks for morning coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.  However, do not feel bound by these times, as half a day is better than no help at all.

                                        DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES

	DATE (2007)
	WORKING AT
	WORK TO BE DONE

	Friday 4th May
	Drayton Beauchamp and Whitehouses
	Continue with pipe capping and bulk excavation at Drayton Beauchamp including capping of first manhole at 4290 metres.

Strip formwork from wing wall/mooring bay at Bridge 4 and return it to Little Tring.

	Saturday 5th May
	Drayton Beauchamp and Whitehouses
	KESCRG laying diverted footpaths and associated fencing.

Continue with pipe capping and bulk excavation at Drayton Beauchamp including capping of first manhole at 4290 metres.

Lay extra row of hollow concrete blocks on those already laid.

Finishing to timber of footbridges.

	Sunday 6th May
	Drayton Beauchamp and Whitehouses
	KESCRG laying diverted footpaths and associated fencing.

Continue with pipe capping and bulk excavation at Drayton Beauchamp including capping of first manhole at 4290 metres.

Lay extra row of hollow concrete blocks on those already laid.

Finishing to timber of footbridges.

	Monday 7th May
	Drayton Beauchamp
	Continue with pipe capping and bulk excavation at Drayton Beauchamp including capping of first manhole at 4290 metres.

Lay extra row of hollow concrete blocks on those already laid

Finishing to timber of footbridges.

	Tuesday 8th May
	Drayton Beauchamp
	Ready-mix concrete pour to pipe capping.

	Thursday 24th May
	Festival Site
	Erect fencing for Festival.

	Friday 25th May
	Festival Site

Little Tring
	Complete fencing for Festival.

Prepare materials and formwork for August work party week.

	Saturday 26th May
	Little Tring
	Prepare materials and formwork for August work party week.

	Sunday 27th May
	Little Tring
	Prepare materials and formwork for August work party week.

Manning Trust stand.

	Monday 28th May
	Little Tring
	Prepare materials and formwork for August work party week.

Manning Trust stand.

	Tuesday 29th May (am)
	Little Tring
	Return and store fencing etc. from Festival site.

	Saturday 7th July
	Little Tring
	Prepare materials and formwork for August work party week and tidy store hut.

	Sunday 8th July
	Little Tring
	Prepare materials and formwork for August work party week and tidy store hut.

	Saturday 28th July to

Sunday 5th August
	Drayton Beauchamp
	Profiling, laying Bentomat to banks, casting base to blocks, laying/filling hollow concrete blocks, laying Bentomat to bed of canal and covering with spoil including top of banks above concrete blocks.  Target 150 metres of completed lining with bund!

	Friday 31st August to

Monday 3rd September
	Drayton Beauchamp
	Bulk excavation and continue with pipe capping and possibly blinding for towpath mooring bay.  

	Thursday 13th Sept.
	Drayton Beauchamp
	Blinding for towpath mooring bay or offside mooring at Br.4.

	Friday 5th October to

Monday 8th October but possibly extended to Sunday 14th October
	Drayton Beauchamp
	Bulk excavation and continue with pipe capping and possibly blinding for towpath mooring bay. 

Collection and planting of aquatic species along completed edges of lined canal up to bund and re-watering to Wendover level. 


As already reported, we have three bookings of visits from KESCRG and BITM for this year as follows:-

· KESCRG      -  Saturday, 5th and Sunday, 6th May 2007

· WRG BITM  -  Saturday, 28th July to Sunday, 5th  August 2007.

· KESCRG       -  Saturday, 6th and Sunday, 7th October 2007

Roger Leishman, Restoration Director.  7 Hall Park, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 2NU.

                                                                 (Tel:01442 874536, e-mail rleishman@ukgateway.net)

WORK PARTY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE TO APRIL 2007

	Date 2007
	Location
	
	
	
	

	Fri 4 May
	Little Tring to

 Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	B Lansley 

K Graves
	B Harris

M Wright
	B Martin

N Williams

	Sat 5 May

KESCRG
	Little Tring to 

Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	K Graves

B Fletcher
	B Harris

B Ing
	

	Sun 6 May

KESCRG
	Little Tring to 

Drayton B’Champ
	R Orth
	B Lansley 

K Graves

B Fletcher
	B Ing
	

	Mon 7 May
	Little Tring to 

Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	B Lansley

K Graves
	B Harris


	

	Tues 8 May
	Drayton Beauchamp
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	B Lansley

K Graves
	B Harris

M Wright

B Ing
	B Martin

	Thur 24 May
	Festival Site
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	B Lansley

K Graves

R Pittaway
	B Ing

B Matraves
	N Williams

R Evans

	Fri 25 May
	Festival Site/Little Tring
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	B Lansley

K Graves

R Pittaway
	B Ing

B Matraves
	N Williams

T Jones

R Evans

	Sat 26 May
	Little Tring
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	B Lansley

K Graves

R Pittaway
	B Ing

B Matraves
	N Williams

T Jones

R Evans

	Sun 27 May
	Little Tring
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	B Lansley

K Graves

R Pittaway
	B Ing

B Matraves

M Wright
	N Williams

T Jones

R Evans

	Mon 28 May
	Little Tring
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	B Lansley

K Graves

R Pittaway
	B Ing

B Matraves

P Bowers

M Wright
	N Williams

T Jones

R Evans

	Tue 29 May am
	Festival Site/Little Tring
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	B Lansley

K Graves

R Pittaway
	B Ing

B Matraves

P Bowers
	R Evans

	Sat 7 July
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	K Graves

B Fletcher
	
	

	Sun 8 July
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	B Lansley

K Graves

B Fletcher
	
	

	Sat 28 July 

BITM
	Drayton Beauchamp
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	B Lansley

K Graves

B Fletcher
	
	

	Sun 29 July

BITM
	Drayton Beauchamp
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	B Lansley

K Graves

B Fletcher
	
	

	Mon 30 Jul

BITM
	Drayton Beauchamp
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	K Graves
	
	

	Tue 31 July

BITM
	Drayton Beauchamp
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	K Graves
	
	

	Wed 1 Aug

BITM
	Drayton Beauchamp
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	K Graves
	
	

	Thur 2 Aug

BITM
	Drayton Beauchamp
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	K Graves
	
	

	Fri 3 Aug

BITM
	Drayton Beauchamp
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	B Lansley

K Graves
	
	

	Sat 4 Aug

BITM
	Drayton Beauchamp
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	K Graves

B Fletcher
	
	

	Sun 5 Aug

BITM
	Drayton Beauchamp
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	B Lansley

K Graves

B Fletcher
	
	


The name of the person in charge on a particular day/site is printed in italics.

P Bowers         01255 504540 or 07880 744730            E Evans     01628 526236 or 01628 526898

R Leishman    01442 874536 or 07850 170858      R Orth     01494 786868 or 07733 092034

R Pittaway     01296 630968 or 07946 484156            K Graves   01494 563813 
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