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Festival 2006

Another Festival behind us, one that we will all remember for the weather, particularly on the days leading up to the event. Most of our efforts were directed to assisting at the Festival site, putting up fencing, repairs to the site entrance and keeping vehicles moving not to mention replacing fencing used for a night time bonfire by some of the more undesirable visitors to the site.

Our Chairman, Bob Wheal, has sent me the following e-mail:

Roger,

Please pass on to all the restoration team members my personal thanks, and thanks from the Festival organising committee for the hard work put in over the recent festival. We had extra fencing to put up and poor ground conditions to cope with, and everyone did well to get the site ready on time. The weekend was      officially the wettest in recent times, and mud baths were the order of the day.

Particular thanks to Ray and others who did sterling work on keeping the site entrances usable and the traffic moving.

Public attendance was understandably  down due to the weather, but we nevertheless made a healthy profit which will be translated into yet more concrete, blocks, and lining for the team to cope with.

Well done, and thanks,

Bob Wheal

What was amazing is that on the Sunday, a dry day for a change, there was a full car park despite the skidpan conditions. There were some showers on the Monday yet the Trust Treasurer expects a profit from the Festival of at least £30,000, a remarkable result given the weather.  The Bridge Café had a reduced trade from last year but still turned in a profit of £840 although this was partly due to the first price increases in ten years.  Adrian Bull performed as usual and collected £370 in donations/bottle sales. 23 Trust mugs were sold for £129.50. Well done to all concerned.

Given good weather, we had expected to re-commence lining work at Drayton Beauchamp and continue work on the two footbridges.  In the event, most of our volunteers were involved in supporting the Festival but a few of us cast two wing wall bases for Bridge 4A and more volunteers were available on the Monday to complete the steps to the footbridges with treads that had been routed for donation plaques but the decking planks, brought out of store for fixing, had to be returned to store on the Tuesday morning as there was no time left to fix them.

Information Board at Wendover and Seat at Drayton Beauchamp

Many thanks to Bob Fletcher and his team who, despite great heat over the July working weekend, put up the new information board at Wendover donated by the Wendover Community Trust and fixed a seat donated by the Drayton Beauchamp Parish Meeting on a concrete base at the new Aston Clinton by-pass bridge. 

.

Phase II, Stage 31 – Lining and mooring 4100 to 4221

Still no progress with the lining at Drayton Beauchamp due to the weather as mentioned above. There has been much discussion on the construction method to be used for the lining and during our latest trip on n/b Mary Beth I sketched what seemed to me to be the consolidation of the  ideas put forward by various volunteers and show the result below – forgive the horizontal lines but I only had a ruled pad with me!  
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Acrow struts will be used to hold apart 6” x 2” timbers supporting the concrete haunching under the hollow concrete blocks on each side. After the concrete is set the timber will be replaced by additional concrete and the skim over the bed of the canal when the Bentomat is laid.

The advantage of this method of laying the Bentomat is that work can proceed on the banks ahead of the bottom lining. There are still moot points such as whether it is necessary to cover the spoil on the banks above the concrete blocks with a mesh to stop erosion?  If the aquatic plants are once established between the Wendover and summit water levels and the area above is seeded to grass/wild flowers, mesh may not be necessary. A point to bear in mind is that the inlet to the sump at Drayton Beauchamp governs the minimum Wendover water level but in flood conditions the Wendover level has been recorded at only an inch or two below summit level. 

One change resulting from the new method of laying the Bentomat is that the bed of the channel will have to be wider than 5.4 metres at bed level, probably about  5.8 metres to accommodate the 5 metre wide strip under the bed of the canal and the concrete haunching at the sides.

As mentioned in the last newsletter, the intention is to construct bunds at regular intervals as work progresses and as each new bund is constructed the previous bund will be breached to allow water into the canal to keep the Bentonite moist. At the same time, aquatic plants can be planted on both sides as shown in the sketch. When work on Phase II is finally complete, the temporary bunds will be removed by dredging.

At the August working week, the first priority will be to sort out the Nuttalls bund. Although it is now watertight as far as the basic lining is concerned, there are minor leaks through the gabions installed by Nuttalls as no watertight seal was installed. This will be difficult to remedy and it will probably be best to complete our 50 metre test section with our own 100% watertight bund at the end of it and re-water with aquatic plants to get experience of our proposed design and method of working.                             

Of great concern is the lack of progress with lining during this last winter although the project as a whole has not suffered too much as we have had plenty to do constructing the footbridges and narrows. A major problem during wet weather is the distance/road conditions to Drayton Beauchamp.  However, the new method of working may allow us to work on banks nearer Little Tring during bad weather and so allow us to keep on target. We could also do with some additional volunteers to help speed things up as we need to work on several fronts at the same time (two footbridges, excavation, mooring bays, capping the pipe trench and lining). It would be a great help if we had enough volunteers to form separate gangs for each element of the work.

Phase II, Stage 34 – Lining and mooring 3050 to 3400
Bulk excavation for the 50 metre long mooring on the off side immediately west of bridge 4 has been completed utilising spare plant capacity from the footbridge works. Any further work in the near future will be if there are spare resources from other more urgent work.

Phase II, Stage 38 – Footbridge 4

The footbridge has been erected but the deck boards and six steps (away for routing) still have to be fixed in position. A major task that has arisen is that the timber handrails of the footbridge have many splits and gaps with sharp edges that are going to take a great deal of effort to make smooth and safe for the public; time that could have been spent on lining and other work.  Ken Graves has obtained a supply of sanding belts for his belt sander as well as special filler wax for filling gaps and cracks for this work. 

No work has been carried out on the wing walls to date but the ordering of the steel stop plank grooves for the east end of the channel is in hand.

Phase II, Stage 39 – Footbridge 4A

The footbridge has been erected but the deck boards and six steps (away for routing) still have to be fixed in position. The comments over the handrails of Footbridge 4 also apply to this footbridge.

The bases have been cast for the offside wing walls and most of the blinding completed for one of the towpath side wing walls. It is hoped to continue this work during the August working week but this will depend on the number of volunteers available.

A point that applies to both footbridges is that their completion has to be second priority to the lining work at Drayton Beauchamp. This means that it is unlikely that the access to the steps will be available in permanent form for the proposed opening in October.

Lime Mortar

Erosion of lime mortar on the top of the parapets of Little Tring Bridge was noticed some while back. This winter we have noticed similar erosion on the top of the dwarf wall that we built below the towpath steps at Little Tring Bridge using the same BW heritage lime mortar recipe used for the bridge. I took this matter up with BW and it transpires that this is a common problem with this mortar where water can lie on horizontal surfaces.

I responded that we would experiment with alternative mixes and asked our bricklayer volunteer, Trevor Dodge, to investigate. He has now given me his recipe that we will trial by re-pointing the top of our dwarf wall. Those of us working in building and civil engineering used to take problems like this to the Building Research Station at Garston, near Watford, who provided a free advice service. Trevor contacted them but they have now been privatised and require a fee for their advice! Such is progress.

VW Transporter

Our tried and trusty VW Transporter recently had an annual service and MOT. John Rolfe, who has always serviced it for the Trust has intimated that he feels he cannot continue this annual task and thinks that the vehicle has had its day!  This despite passing the MOT without other than routine servicing and the valiant work it performed at the Festival rescuing other vehicles. We decided to ask Bob Fletcher to give a professional opinion on it (he works for a VW garage) but meantime there has been an exciting new development.

Margaret and I were visiting a garden centre recently but decided to go to another, as we could not find what we were looking for. Driving out of the garden centre in front of us was a smart VW Transporter the same as the Trust’s VW but a year older. Much to our surprise it drove ahead of us into the next garden centre where we were able to buttonhole the owner and his wife. A further surprise when we got talking, the owner, Clive Smith, is Chairman of the VW Syncro Club and his wife, Jenny, is the Treasurer and they live in Berkhamsted. We exchanged particulars and he has since e-mailed me with an offer to inspect our vehicle and assess its viability. He has details of specialist suppliers for spares and considers that our vehicle, despite age and condition, could be worth up to £3,000 to a collector as only about 2,000 were manufactured. His vehicle was in a bad condition when he bought it but by cannibalisation etc. vehicles can be restored. There is a particularly keen market in the US.

 Site Security

Twice recently I have had to lock up site gates and found that the padlock and chain had not been left secure round a gate bar by whoever opened the gate. Anyone could have walked off with the padlock and chain! Please ensure that the padlock and chain are left secure round gate bars if you open any of our gates. Also please ensure that the two padlocks on the outer gate are kept separate so that either padlock can be used to open the gate.  

Woodwork Vice

Ron Pittaway has been given a 9” Record Woodworkers Bench Vice.

This is in good condition and is  ‘free’ to anyone in return for a donation to the Trust.

Web Site

The address of the Trust Restoration web site managed by Oliver Revel (that is linked to the main Trust site) is: 

 http://wendovercanal.org.uk/
E-mail

I am still receiving requests for this newsletter to be sent to readers by e-mail; this does save the Trust postage costs.  If you give me a request for e-mail transmission I will do so but please let me know if the attachment arrives or not.

Wendover Trust Mugs

Please see Ray Orth or myself if you want Trust mugs. They are bone china, £6 each, two for £11.50 or four for £22. If you have not seen them, they commemorate the opening of Phase I with a view through Little Tring Bridge on both sides with ‘Wendover Arm Trust 2005’ underneath.
Insurance

It is incumbent on anyone, regardless of age, to inform the Trust in writing if they suffer from any medical condition that could in any way affect their ability to carry out their work as a Trust Work Party Volunteer.

User Manuals will be updated to include this requirement so that, when you sign that you have read your manual, or amendments to it, you will acknowledge your responsibility in this matter. Any incident arising from an undeclared medical condition is not covered by the Trust’s insurance.

General Notes.
All volunteers receive and sign for the Trust’s Restoration Manual that includes full Health and Safety requirements for the restoration works. The Manual is the property of the Trust; if you leave the working parties for any reason, please return the Manual to either Ray Orth or myself.

David Barratt is our qualified First-Aider and, even if he is not on site, lives in Pitstone and can be contacted on 07973 411176 if he is at home.

Hard hats for use at all times and high visibility jackets to be worn on sites with mobile plant in use are kept in the store at Tringford and must be drawn/returned there. One first aid kit is kept in the store; another is kept in the VW transporter for use on site. Also available in the transporter are ear defenders and goggles that must be worn when using strimmers, angle grinders, concrete breakers and the like.

We normally work from 9am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) when we are hiring plant or taking delivery of ready-mix concrete early in the morning.  There are breaks for morning coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.  However, do not feel bound by these times, as half a day is better than no help at all.

                                        DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES

	DATE (2006)
	WORKING AT
	WORK TO BE DONE

	Saturday 5th August 
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Bund repair and lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Fettling timberwork on footbridges

Excavate for all remaining footbridge wing walls

Blinding to towpath wing walls of footbridge 4A

	Sunday 6th August
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Bund repair and lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Fettling timberwork on footbridges

Set up formwork for towpath wing wall bases of footbridge 4A

	Monday 7th August
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Bund repair and lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Fettling timberwork on footbridges

Set up formwork for towpath wing wall bases of footbridge 4A

	Tuesday 8th August
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Bund repair and lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Fettling timberwork on footbridges

Pour towpath wing wall bases of footbridge 4A (spare ready-mix to

blinding at footbridge 4)

Set up first west end wing wall formwork

	Wednesday 9th August
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Bund repair and lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Fettling timberwork on footbridges

Strike formwork from towpath wing wall bases of footbridge 4A and move to footbridge 4

Set up second west end wing wall formwork

	Thursday 10th August
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Bund repair and lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Fettling timberwork on footbridges

Complete formwork to west end wing walls

	Friday 11th August
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Bund repair and lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Fettling timberwork on footbridges

Pour west end wing walls (spare ready-mix to blinding at footbridge 4)

	Saturday 12th August
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Bund repair and lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Fettling timberwork on footbridges

Move formwork from west end to east end wing walls 

	Sunday 13th August
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Bund repair and lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Fettling timberwork on footbridges

Move formwork from west end to east end wing walls

	Friday 1st September
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Wing walls and bases at footbridges

	Saturday 2nd September
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Wing walls and bases at footbridges

	Sunday 3rd September
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Wing walls and bases at footbridges

	Monday 4th September
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Wing walls and bases at footbridges

	Friday 6th October
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Wing walls and bases at footbridges

	Saturday 7th October
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Wing walls and bases at footbridges

	Sunday 8th October
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Wing walls and bases at footbridges

	Monday 9th October
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Wing walls and bases at footbridges

	Friday 3rd November
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Wing walls and bases at footbridges

	Saturday 4th November
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Wing walls and bases at footbridges

	Sunday 5th November
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Wing walls and bases at footbridges

	Monday 6th November
	Drayton Beauchamp and footbridges.
	Lining at Drayton Beauchamp

Wing walls and bases at footbridges


Roger Leishman, Restoration Director.  7 Hall Park, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 2NU.

                                                                 (Tel:01442 874536, e-mail rleishman@ukgateway.net)

WORK PARTY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE TO NOVEMBER 2006

	Date
	Location
	
	
	
	

	Sat 5 Aug
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	BITM ?

D Cater
	A Tidey

J Kelly
	P Cardy

D Wedd

	Sun 6 Aug
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Orth
	BITM ? 

SWentworth 
	A Tidey

J Kelly
	P Cardy

D Wedd

	Mon 7 Aug
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	P Cardy

T Manning
	A Tidey

D Wedd
	SWentworth

D Cater

	Tue 8 Aug
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	N Williams

P Cardy
	C Reed

D Wedd
	A Tidey

SWentworth

	Wed 9 Aug
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	A Tidey

M Gribble
	P Cardy

D Wedd
	SWentworth

C Johnson

	Thu 10 Aug
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	A Tidey

M Gribble
	P Cardy

D Wedd
	SWentworth

	Fri 11 Aug
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	A Tidey

M Gribble
	P Cardy

D Wedd
	D Cater

	Sat 12 Aug
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	A Tidey

M Gribble
	P Cardy

D Wedd
	

	Sun 13 Aug
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	R  Waters
	
	P Cardy

	Fri 1 Sep
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	
	
	

	Sat 2 Sep
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	
	
	

	Sun 3 Sep
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	
	
	

	Mon 4 Sep
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	
	
	

	Fri 6 Oct
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	
	
	

	Sat 7 Oct
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	
	
	

	Sun 8 Oct
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	
	
	

	Mon 9 Oct
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	
	
	

	Fri 3 Nov
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	
	
	

	Sat 4 Nov
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	
	
	

	Sun 5 Nov
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	
	
	

	Mon 6 Nov
	Little Tring to Drayton B’Champ
	R Leishman and/or

R Orth
	
	
	


  (……….) Indicates provisional

The name of the person in charge on a particular day/site is printed in italics.

P Bowers         01255 504540 or 07880 744730            E Evans     01628 526236 or 01628 526898

R Leishman    01442 874536 or 07850 170858      R Orth     01494 786868 or 07733 092034

R Pittaway     01296 630968 or 07946 484156            K Graves   01494 563813

This is the current list of key holders according to my register. Please confirm to me if your entry is correct or otherwise

	Tag No.
	Holder
	Hut key
	BW Yard /gate key
	Entrance inner gate key

	1  Light blue
	R Leishman
	YES
	YES
	YES

	2  Red
	R Orth
	YES
	YES
	YES

	3  Yellow
	K Graves
	YES
	YES
	YES

	4  Black
	P Bowers
	YES
	YES
	YES

	5  Pink
	R Pittaway
	YES
	YES
	YES

	6  Dark blue
	E Evans
	YES
	YES
	YES

	7  White
	R Leishman
	YES
	YES
	YES

	8  Purple
	B Matraves
	YES
	YES
	NO

	9  Green
	B Martin
	NO
	NO
	YES
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