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Two more milestones have been reached in the progress of our Wendover Arm Restoration.

The lining between the stop lock and Little Tring Bridge is now complete. This work, funded by the IWA Grand Junction Region Branches, only needs the final touches to the towpath and a small toe wall to the bank by the bridge. 

While we had to suspend lining work during the winter due to weather conditions, the work of clearing the 1¼ mile dry bed for Phase II has now been completed apart from a few ash trees that had to be left because of high winds and deep roots. It is now possible to drive plant all the way from Little Tring to the new sump near Drayton Beauchamp Bridge.

Recent wet weather has slowed down the lining work, mainly due to the state of the temporary access road making delivery of ready-mix concrete difficult. Deliveries have had to be taken by dumper from the car park area right through to Little Tring Bridge. Nevertheless Ron Pittaway and his Tuesday work parties are aiming to place and cover lining as and when the weather permits. At the work party weekend at the beginning of May we are going to concentrate on excavation towards the winding hole, profiling the bed for more lining during May on weekdays.

At the same time as working from the stop lock, profiling of the shallow shelf adjacent to the winding hole, about 60 metres long, is proceeding well mainly thanks to Phill Cardy of BITM who has given up several long weekends to help us on an excavator. At the early May weekend we hope to complete all the profiling between the offside wall below the footpath through to the temporary ramp up to our tip.

Because of delivery and price problems, we have agreed with John Kearsey, our BW project liaison engineer, to change the design of the offside shallow shelf from 450mm diameter rock rolls to 500mm x 500mm stone filled gabions. We will be laying Bentomat and these gabions as well as backfilling the shelf with suitable material in parallel with the lining work from the bridge. 

The excavation and profiling from the bridge to the winding hole is a major exercise and we have already ordered 4 excavators and 4 dumpers for the Festival weekend when we hope to break the back of this work. To ensure a full roster of excavator drivers, BITM have agreed to supply two drivers and we will replace them with two of our volunteers to help them with car parking etc. if this leaves them short handed. Ray Orth will continue this excavation at the early July work party. 

Eddy Evans has completed the safety barrier along the top of the winding hole wall ready for use as access to our tip when the temporary ramp across the shallow shelf has to be removed. Only the final surfacing work is required.

Hopefully, by the end of July when BITM come for their week’s camp with us, excavation will be far ahead enough to allow a mass onslaught on laying Bentomat through to the winding hole. We will be booking a continuous supply of ready-mix concrete and hope that the weather will allow us to shoot the concrete directly on to the lining where it is wanted.

When BITM visited us in March (due to a cancellation of their booked weekend elsewhere) apart from completing work on the Phase II clearance, they laid the foundation for the toe wall at Little Tring Bridge. The bricks for the wall have been ordered and are due to be delivered on Tuesday 27th April next.

Ray Orth has now ordered the three information boards for installation by Ken Graves along the towpath of the Phase II length.  Brian Ing and Bert Matraves are refurbishing our restoration display stands using the steel supports that Ken Graves had previously put in the store ‘in case they came in handy for something useful’.

The Trust Council have given financial authority to proceed with 50 metres of Phase II relining from the new sump at Drayton Beauchamp as soon as Phase I is completed.  Discussions are being held with John Kearsey over the design to be used and this length of lining will enable us to test the design and working methods as well as verify the initial shot estimates for Phase II.

Phase II includes the provision of two footbridges where public footpaths cross the bed of the canal and I recently saw a timber footbridge over the Welford Arm of the Grand Union Canal that seemed ideal for our purposes. It is all timber and comes in a kit form and can easily be erected by our volunteers. Ron Pittaway and I have given it a detailed inspection and I have taken photos (one for the next edition of this newsletter). The provision of these footbridges will be a top priority when Phase II starts in earnest in order to segregate members of the public from our access route along the bed of the canal. Ron is investigating the supply of these footbridges, one of which will be the Pat Saunders Bridge, and we hope to have design and estimates ready later in the year.

Priority Jobs are all covered above

Non-Priority or ‘Hospital’ Jobs 

· Lay hardcore to road behind winding hole wall. 
· Plinth for the Tim Wilkinson plaque.

· Paving under the bridge and dwarf wall for towpath at Little Tring Bridge.

· Level off the old tip from entrance to car park.

Safety

Eddy Evans has sourced a supply of Dunlop Steel Toe-capped Safety Wellingtons at around £5 per pair but only in white, green, yellow or blue. Despite the colour range this is a very good deal so, if you want one or more pairs, please let Eddy know as soon as possible, certainly by the end of April.
Web Site

The address of the Trust web site managed by Oliver Revel is:

http://wendovercanal.org.uk/
Wendover/Tring Canal Festival 2004

The Festival Committee is very busy arranging this year’s Festival; it does seem to come around again only too quickly. If you are a work party volunteer coming to the Festival with your boat and wish to moor at the lock as usual, please endorse your boat entry form accordingly. If you need a form and have not yet received one, you can print one from the Trust’s Web Site by clicking on Canal Festival 2004 and book for the Festival as a boater. Restoration volunteer work schedules for the Festival are elsewhere in this newsletter. The programme will commence with putting up fencing on Thursday 27th May and run through to packing away equipment and fencing in the oil store at Tringford Pumping Station on Tuesday morning, 1st June. To make the most of the hired plant, there will be a scheduled roster for all plant operators and banksmen. Please let me know if you are coming to the Festival as soon as possible.

General Notes.
All volunteers receive and sign for the Trust’s Restoration Manual that includes full Health and Safety requirements for the restoration works. The Manual is the property of the Trust; if you leave the working parties for any reason, please return the Manual to either Ray Orth or myself.

Will all volunteers coming to the Festival please bring their Restoration Manuals for updating and take them to Ray Orth on his boat Madrigal at the stop lock sometime over the weekend.

If you are not coming to the Festival, please show your manual to Ray as soon as possible after the Festival.
David Barratt is our qualified First-Aider and, even if he is not on site, lives nearby and can be contacted on 01442 822523 if he is at home.

Hard hats for use at all times and high visibility jackets to be worn on sites with mobile plant in use are kept in the store at Tringford and must be drawn/returned there. One first aid kit is kept in the store; another is kept in the VW transporter for use on site. Also available in the transporter are ear defenders and goggles that must be worn when using strimmers, angle grinders, concrete breakers and the like.

My mobile phone number at working parties is 07850-170858. It is not always left on continuously but has a message facility that I check from time to time. We normally work from 9am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) when we are hiring plant or taking delivery of ready-mix concrete early in the morning.  There are breaks for morning coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.  However, do not feel bound by these times, as half a day is better than no help at all.

          DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES

	DATE
	WORKING AT
	WORK TO BE DONE

	Tuesday 27th April 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/concreting with Ron Pittaway

	Friday 30th April 2004
	Little Tring
	Excavation with Roger Leishman

	Saturday 1st May 2004
	Little Tring
	Excavation with Roger Leishman

	Sunday 2nd May 2004
	Little Tring
	Excavation with Roger Leishman

	Wednesday 5th May 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/concreting with Ron Pittaway

	Tuesday 11th May 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/concreting with Ron Pittaway

	Tuesday 18th May 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/concreting with Ron Pittaway

	Thursday 27th May 2004
	Festival Site
	Site fencing with Roger Leishman

	Friday 28th May 2004
	Little Tring
	Excavation with Roger Leishman

	Saturday 29th May 2004
	Little Tring
	Excavation with Roger Leishman 

	Sunday 30th May 2004
	Little Tring
	Excavation with Roger Leishman.

Conducted tours of the restoration.

	Monday 31st May 2004
	Little Tring
	Excavation with Roger Leishman. 

Conducted tours of the restoration.

	Tuesday 1st June 2004 AM only
	Festival Site
	Site clearance/packing in oil store with Roger Leishman

	Friday 2nd July 2004 
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/concreting/excavation

	Saturday 3rd July 2004 
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/concreting/excavation (KESCRG)

	Sunday 4th July 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/excavation                   (KESCRG)

	Saturday 31st July 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/concreting/excavation (BITM WEEK)

	Sunday 1st August 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/excavation                   (BITM WEEK)

	Monday 2nd August 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/concreting/excavation (BITM WEEK)

	Tuesday 3rd August 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/concreting/excavation (BITM WEEK)

	Wednesday 4th August 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/concreting/excavation (BITM WEEK)

	Thursday 5th August 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/concreting/excavation (BITM WEEK)

	Friday 6th August 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/concreting/excavation (BITM WEEK)

	Saturday 7th August 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/concreting/excavation (BITM WEEK)

	Friday 3rd September 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/concreting/excavation 

	Saturday 4th September 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/concreting/excavation 

	Sunday 5th September 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/excavation 

	Monday 6th September 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/concreting/excavation 

	Sunday 12th September 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/excavation 

NB: This is the day of the Trust’s sponsored walk

	Monday 13th September 2004
	Little Tring
	Bentonite lining/concreting


Roger Leishman, Restoration Director.  7 Hall Park, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 2NU.

                                                                 (Tel:01442 874536, e-mail rleishman@ukgateway.net)

WENDOVER ARM TRUST

WORK PARTY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE TO SEPTEMBER 2004

	Date
	Location
	
	
	
	
	

	Tue 27 Apr
	Little Tring
	R Pittaway
	R Orth
	K Graves
	
	

	Fri 30 Apr
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	
	
	

	Sat 1 May
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	
	
	

	Sun 2 May
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	
	
	

	Wed 5 May
	Little Tring
	R Pittaway
	K Graves
	R Orth
	
	

	Tue 11 May
	Little Tring
	R Pittaway
	K Graves
	
	
	

	Tue 18 May
	Little Tring
	R Pittaway
	K Graves
	R Orth
	
	

	Thu 27 May
	Festival Site
	R Leishman
	R Evans
	R Orth
	R Pittaway
	B Ing

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fri 28 May
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	R Evans
	R Orth
	R Pittaway
	B Ing

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat 29 May
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	R Evans
	R Orth
	R Pittaway
	B Ing

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sun 30 May
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	R Evans
	R Orth
	R Pittaway
	B Ing

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mon 31 May
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	R Evans
	R Orth
	R Pittaway
	B Ing

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tue 1 Jun
	Festival Site
	R Leishman
	R Evans
	R Orth
	R Pittaway
	B Ing

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fri 2 Jul
	Little Tring
	R Orth
	
	
	
	

	Sat 3 Jul
	Little Tring
	R Orth
	
	
	
	

	Sun 4 Jul
	Little Tring
	R Orth
	
	
	
	

	Sat 31 Jul
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	

	Sun 1 Aug
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	

	Mon 2 Aug
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	

	Tue 3 Aug
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	

	Wed 4 Aug
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	

	Thu 5 Aug
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	

	Fri 6 Aug
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	

	Sat 7 Aug
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	

	Fri 3 Sep
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	

	Sat 4 Sep
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	

	Sun 5 Sep
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	

	Mon 6 Sep
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	

	Sun 12 Sep
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	

	Mon 13 Sep
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	


(……….) Indicates provisional

Please ring the person in charge and let them know that you are coming as soon as possible.

The name of the person in charge on a particular day/site is printed in italics.

P Bowers         01255 504540 or 07880 744730            E Evans     01628 526237 or 01628 526898

R Leishman     01442 874536 or 07850 170858            R Orth       01494 786868 or 07733 092034

R Pittaway     01296 630968 or 07946 484156            
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