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A Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year

to all our Readers

Looking back to 1998 when we first started excavating and blinding for the reinforced concrete walls at Little Tring for Phase I and then the first of 150 pours of ready-mix concrete on 22nd April 1999 for bases and walls I found it hard to believe that our volunteer force had completed the last pour for this Phase over the weekend 15th/16th November 2003. Not only that, we performed the ‘topping out’ celebration complete with champagne and wine under a clear blue sky! My grateful thanks to all concerned, not only those who work hard on site but to those who raise and provide funds for the Trust – no funds, no restoration.

Apart from a short length behind the wall just cast, all backfilling is virtually complete; some topping will no doubt be required after the winter rains have settled the spoil down where it has not been consolidated with the ‘whacker’ plate.

This November weekend was marked by another milestone. Led by Peter Spary, a few volunteers who could be spared from the priority Phase I work have been hard at work, last Winter and this Autumn, clearing more of the dry bed of trees etc. ready for Phase II. Over the weekend twentyeight members of BITM (the Bit In The Middle branch of the Waterway Recovery Group) led by Mark Gribble descended in force on the section between the two footpaths at Whitehouses and completed a massive stumping and burning exercise leaving this section completely clear. There is now only a short length, less than 200 metres, to finish clearing between the second footpath and the County Boundary approaching Drayton Beauchamp. Our grateful thanks to BITM. It seems almost certain that this will be completely clear by the Spring leaving 1 ¼ miles of cleared bed ready for the Phase II relining – funds permitting. There has been an interesting comment from a lady walker along the towpath. She told us that she feels far safer walking the towpath now that it is opened up than when it was a dark tunnel between the towpath hedge and the jungle in the dry bed. 

This winter we will be concentrating on excavation for more lining at Little Tring. In the first instance excavation will be down to top of blinding level so as not to expose the final bed for the Bentonite layer to the winter weather. Eddy Evans is making ready to install a safety barrier along the top of the winding hole wall – we don’t want dumpers toppling from the roadway into the winding hole and this will enable us to reach the tip site without crossing the winding hole.

Matthew Routledge is scouring the BW stocks for some steel walings that BW use along steel piling for us to use as a barrier with angle irons being obtained by Eddy.  Eddy has already made a fitment for our hydraulic hammer for driving in the angle irons and it has already been site tested at our car park. Talking of the car park, we have now broken up and placed under Little Tring Bridge behind the towpath wall the pieces of concrete from the former Little Tring Bridge so as to be able to pave the towpath under the bridge where the grass is unlikely to grow. When an excavator is to spare, the rest of the old tip site from the entrance to the car park is to be bladed level and so, we hope, improve drainage from our temporary roadway.

One of the problems we have with the Bentonite lining is the lack of ready-mix concrete on Saturday afternoons and Sundays when the plants are closed. Ron Pittaway has offered to lead working parties after Easter 2004 on Tuesdays. The plan is to have the Bentonite cut to length in advance with two overlapping pieces for each 5 metre wide piece along the canal and start the day by nail gunning them to the walls ready for unrolling down the slopes and jointing with granules as the ready-mix is delivered during the day. It should be possible to lay up to four 5 metre cross pieces in a day requiring approx ¾ cubic metre of ready-mix per 1 metre length of canal, i.e some 15 cubic metres allowing for overlaps in the Bentonite. This assumes that ground conditions allow the ready-mix lorry to back right up to the last Bentonite strip. 

Priority Jobs 

· Complete backfilling the Stages 4 towpath wall and towpath levelling and a paved surface under Little Tring Bridge.

· Excavate the new canal bed, initially down to top of blinding level.  
Non-Priority or ‘Hospital’ Jobs 

· Lay hardcore to road behind winding hole wall and erect safety barrier of steel walings fixed horizontally on vertical angle iron supports. 
· Level off the old tip from entrance to car park.

Scrub bashing and temporary road for Phase II between Little Tring and Drayton Beauchamp new sump.

Web Site

The address of the Trust web site managed by Oliver Revel is:

http://wendovercanal.org.uk/
Numbering of wall sections, with position as at 30th November 2003 is as follows:

	From section
	To section
	Stage
	Current position

	1
	24
	1  Old tip to bridge, towpath wall
	Complete.

	25
	41 + 74/75
	2 Bridge to farm crossing, offside wall
	Complete 

	42
	50
	2 Old tip to winding hole, offside wall
	Complete except for road surface and safety barrier.

	51
	59
	6   Bridge to stop lock, offside
	Complete.

	60
	68
	5 Stop lock to bridge, towpath wall
	Complete 

	69
	73
	4   Bridge to Stage 1 towpath wall.
	Complete except for and backfilling  and towpath  . 


Tringford Pumping Station Store Hut

The hut had a major shake up on Thursday 27th November. After storing away all the formwork for the reinforced concrete wall ready for future use, including treating all the steel with a special protective coating and throwing out all the rubbish, old bottles not worthy of sale and surplus materials, the interior of the hut is clean and tidy. One wonders for how long?

Phase II footbridges

There are two footbridges to be built for Phase II, one at the Whitehouses footpath crossing, the Pat Saunders Bridge (former swing bridge No.4), the other where a footpath has been established across the canal since it closed between Whitehouses and the Herts/Bucks Boundary (will be Bridge No.4A). We are very grateful to Graham Hardwick, Rodney Hardwick’s son, who is a structural Engineer working for Doyles of Welwyn Garden City for his kind offer to design these two footbridges with possible help with materials from Doyles. Their construction is a priority for Phase II so that plant can run along the canal bed clear of members of the public and avoid the need for safety officers at these crossings when plant is in use. 

Future plans for Phases II & III

The Trust is aiming to complete Phase II by 2010 and also Phase III in the same timescale if funds permit. Work on engineering plans and estimates are currently in hand but the main obstacle at present is the lack of a permanent Fund Raising Officer since the resignation of David Andrew.

 Rodney Evans, despite his involvement with the proposed Bedford to Milton Keynes Link, is ‘caretaking’ this task at present but a dedicated volunteer is badly needed.

General Notes.
All volunteers receive and sign for the Trust’s Restoration Manual that includes full Health and Safety requirements for the restoration works. The Manual is the property of the Trust; if you leave the working parties for any reason, please return the Manual to either Ray Orth or myself.

David Barratt is our qualified First-Aider and, even if he is not on site, lives nearby and can be contacted on 01442 822523 if he is at home.

Hard hats for use at all times and high visibility jackets to be worn on sites with mobile plant in use are kept in the store at Tringford and must be drawn/returned there. One first aid kit is kept in the store; another is kept in the VW transporter for use on site. Also available in the transporter are ear defenders and goggles that must be worn when using strimmers, angle grinders, concrete breakers and the like.

My mobile phone number at working parties is 07850-170858. It is not always left on continuously but has a message facility that I check from time to time. We normally work from 9am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) when we are hiring plant or taking delivery of ready-mix concrete early in the morning.  There are breaks for morning coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.  However, do not feel bound by these times, as half a day is better than no help at all.

DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES

	DATE
	WORKING AT
	WORK TO BE DONE

	Friday 5th December 2003
	Little Tring &

Whitehouses
	Excavation for new canal bed and scrub clearance at Whitehouses if numbers permit with Ray Orth.

	Saturday 6th December 2003
	Little Tring &

Whitehouses
	Excavation for new canal bed and scrub clearance at Whitehouses if numbers permit with Roger Leishman.

	Sunday 7th December 2003
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	Excavation for new canal bed and scrub clearance at Whitehouses if numbers permit with Roger Leishman.

	 Thursday 11th December 2003
	Whitehouses
	Scrub clearance at Whitehouses with Pete Bowers

	Friday 12th December 2003
	Whitehouses
	Scrub clearance at Whitehouses with Pete Bowers

	Friday 2nd January 2004
	Little Tring &

Whitehouses
	Excavation for new canal bed and scrub clearance at Whitehouses if numbers permit with Ray Orth.

	Saturday 3rd January 2004
	Little Tring &

Whitehouses
	Excavation for new canal bed and scrub clearance at Whitehouses if numbers permit with Roger Leishman.

	Sunday 4th January 2004
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	Excavation for new canal bed and scrub clearance at Whitehouses if numbers permit with Roger Leishman.

	Thursday 8th January 2004
	Whitehouses
	Scrub clearance at Whitehouses with Pete Bowers.

	Thursday 22nd January 2004
	Whitehouses
	Scrub clearance at Whitehouses with Pete Bowers.

	Thursday 29th January 2004
	Whitehouses
	Scrub clearance at Whitehouses with Pete Bowers.

	Friday 30th January 2004
	Whitehouses
	Scrub clearance at Whitehouses with Pete Bowers.

	Friday 6th February 2004
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	Excavation for new canal bed and scrub clearance at Whitehouses if numbers permit with Ray Orth.

	Saturday 7th February 2004
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	Excavation for new canal bed and scrub clearance at Whitehouses if numbers permit with Roger Leishman.

	Sunday 8th February 2004
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	Excavation for new canal bed and scrub clearance at Whitehouses if numbers permit with Roger Leishman.

	Thursday 12th February 2004
	Whitehouses
	Scrub clearance at Whitehouses with Pete Bowers.

	Friday 13th February 2004
	Whitehouses
	Scrub clearance at Whitehouses with Pete Bowers.

	Tuesday 24th February 2004
	Whitehouses
	Scrub clearance at Whitehouses with Pete Bowers.

	Wednesday 25th February 2004
	Whitehouses
	Scrub clearance at Whitehouses with Pete Bowers.

	Friday 5th March 2004
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	Excavation for new canal bed and scrub clearance at Whitehouses if numbers permit with Ray Orth.

	Saturday 6th March 2004
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	Excavation for new canal bed and scrub clearance at Whitehouses if numbers permit with Roger Leishman.

	Sunday 7th March 2004
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	Excavation for new canal bed and scrub clearance at Whitehouses if numbers permit with Roger Leishman.


Roger Leishman, Restoration Director.  7 Hall Park, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 2NU.

                                                                 (Tel: 01442 874536, e-mail rleishman@ukgateway.net)

WENDOVER ARM TRUST

WORK PARTY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE TO MARCH 2004

	Date
	Location
	
	
	
	
	

	Fri 5 Dec
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	R Orth
	B Harris
	R Pittaway
	
	

	Sat 6 Dec
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	R Fletcher
	P Cardy
	

	Sun 7 Dec
	Little Tring
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	R Fletcher
	P Cardy
	J Watsham

	Thu 11 Dec
	Whitehouses
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	

	Fri 12 Dec
	Whitehouses
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	

	2004
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fri 2 Jan 
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	R Orth
	
	
	
	

	Sat 3 Jan 
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	
	
	

	Sun 4 Jan 
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	
	
	

	Thu 8 Jan
	Whitehouses
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	

	Thu 22 Jan 
	Whitehouses
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	

	Thu 29 Jan
	Whitehouses
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	

	Fri 30 Jan
	Whitehouses
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	

	Fri 6 Feb
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	R Orth
	
	
	
	

	Sat 7 Feb
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	
	
	

	Sun 8 Feb
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	
	
	

	Thu 12 Feb
	Whitehouses
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	

	Fri 13 Feb
	Whitehouses
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	

	Tue 24 Feb
	Whitehouses
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	

	Wed 25 Feb
	Whitehouses
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	

	Fri 5 Mar
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	R Orth
	
	
	
	

	Sat 6 Mar
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	
	
	

	Sun 7 Mar
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	
	
	


(……….) Indicates provisional

The name of the person in charge on a particular day/site is printed in italics.

P Bowers         01255 504540 or 07880 744730            E Evans     01628 526237 or 01628 526898

R Leishman     01442 874536 or 07850 170858            R Orth       01494 786868 or 07733 092034

R Pittaway     01296 630968 or 07946 484156            P Spary     01923 222697
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