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                                                         PAT SAUNDERS

It was with great sadness that we heard of the death of Pat Saunders at the age of 83 on 1st December 2002. It seems only yesterday that he was wheeling full barrow loads on site. Pat was indeed a character and the only volunteer who literally always wore two hats! We all remember Festival time when he arrived on site in his beloved Ford Model T; he was a member of the Ford Model T Club.

Margaret, Ray and myself attended his funeral at Amersham Crematorium at which there was a very good attendance that paid tribute to his popularity. Pat had been on Arctic convoys during the war as a marine engineer, perhaps his naval service encouraged him when he built his own boat in his garden. Only recently he sold this boat and gave the proceeds of  something over £2,000 to the Trust. The Trust Council have agreed to ‘ring fence’ this money for building the “Pat Saunders” footbridge in his memory across the Arm at Whitehouses.

Good news - the Trust Council heard at their January meeting that Dr. David Fletcher CBE, recently retired Chief Executive of British Waterways and a local resident, has agreed to be President of the Trust, filling the vacancy resulting from the death of Sir Roger Cork last year. We look forward to an enthusiastic and knowledgeable supporter of the Trust’s Aims and Objectives. 

The demolition of the disused badger sett under the public footpath on the offside bank took place on Saturday November 30th 2002 under the supervision of Keith Higby of the Herts and Middlesex Badger Group. We made the most of the plant hire and over the next three weekends completed bulk excavation for the offside wall as far as section 39, leaving us only two sections at the farm crossing, to be removed when the farm crossing is no longer required as a turning point. This work and the atrocious weather churned up the temporary roadway and it had to be cleaned up and hardcore brought down from the tip to widen it across to the offside wall. 

This work combined with the weather upset our programme of works in that we have had to delay excavation between the bridge and the lock until better weather. You will see from the work schedule that I am suggesting a major operation of nine days for this work at the beginning of April if we can roster sufficient drivers to keep the plant operational. A session like this is much more economic than odd weekends as far as plant hire costs are concerned. We need two excavator drivers, two dumper drivers and two banksmen on all nine days. Hopefully the weekends will be no problem but the weekdays may be more difficult. Before plant is hired for this work, will you please let me know as soon as possible if you can assist. The more volunteers, the less likely the same people will work too many consecutive days. 

Because of the bad weather and road conditions, concrete pours had to be cancelled in December but two of these were recovered in January so we are only one pour behind and concentrating on the offside wall between the bridge and the farm crossing. We could not believe our luck when we had two fine days for pouring and moving formwork just before the end of January snowfall. Even more fortunately I looked at the 3 or more inches of snow in Berkhamsted before the February weekend work party and was considering cancelling the two pours on February 1st when I spoke to Ron Pittaway on the phone and found that there was no snow at Little Tring. So we had two pours on Saturday 1st followed by moving formwork on Sunday 2nd , both days with good weather, sunny for most of the time. Hopefully this wall will be well advanced before excavation starts in April and this year should see completion of all 695 metres of reinforced concrete wall.

The towpath hedge for Stage 4 was completed in December last and the hedge planted for Stage 1 in December 2001 is growing well.

In October I warned the Trust Council that the VW Transporter, after four years valiant service with us, is getting old (H registration) and expensive to maintain. There have been faults with the cooling system, starter motor etc. but, thanks to the valuable assistance of Bob Fletcher, who works for a VW garage, it has kept going. Alas, in December, as the VW was being moved on site someone observed smoke coming from the rear of the vehicle! When the engine compartment door was opened, flames were seen. The fire extinguisher kept on board made short work of the fire that we now understand was caused by an oil leak from the rocker box cover being ignited by the turbocharger. The engine, however, is in a poor state and would be very expensive to strip and overhaul. A second hand engine was located but it was found to have modern electric controls incompatible with our vehicle. Extensive searches by Eddy Evans have failed to locate another second hand engine so the purchase of a replacement engine is under serious consideration. This will probably cost around £2,500 including fitting, a very good price thanks to Bob Fletcher’s trade connections. Second hand four-wheel drive vehicles of this kind are difficult to find and are in the £5,000 to £6,000 price range. 

Eddy Evans has obtained for us 34 second hand railway sleepers at the remarkably low price of £200. These are needed for temporary access for ready mix lorries and excavators/dumpers especially over the Bentonite linings when they are laid and we have to place concrete and spoil over the lining. Eddy has already manufactured two lifting tongs for moving the sleepers about the site.

Peter Spary has arranged Wednesday and Friday visits to Whitehouses for scrub bashing during February and March and will welcome anyone who would like to join him on any particular day. I would ask you not to give this priority over our normal work but to join Peter only if this is an extra day that you can spare. Thank you Peter for this work, now less than half a mile to clear for Phase II.

As part of his scrub bashing, Peter Spary is clearing the bank between the farm crossing and the winding hole wall in preparation for shaping the bank for a shallow underwater shelf that will be planted with water plants and be accessible for small fish and other aquatic life. The shelf will be approximately 2 metres (6’ 6”) wide and hopefully shaped during the coming month of April.

RAF Halton have about 140 recruits available on Saturday 15th February 2003 and are going to spend the day scrub bashing at Whitehouses and also clear as much as possible of the dry bed back to the cart track entrance. I am away from home on this date so I would be grateful for volunteers to help guide the RAF, also to issue and see to the safe return of tools from our store at Tringford Pumping Station. The RAF will not be doing any stumping and it is important that any scrub that is cut is either burnt or stacked neatly for future burning, not left in a jumble for the public to see. I will issue detailed notes to any volunteers who can help on the day. 

Priority Jobs
Until the weather improves to allow plant over the temporary road without causing damage and a mud layer, press ahead with blinding, base pours and wall pours for the offside wall bridge to farm crossing.

Excavate the new bed of the canal from the lock to the bridge when the new towpath wall is completed, form a smooth bed with ash from the old tip and lay the Bentonite lining with concrete on sloping sides and narrows and excavated material on the level as cover.  It is intended to use two excavators for this work, one for bulk excavation, the other for final grading and trimming. Dumpers will assist them for carting spoil to the tip although spoil will also be used to backfill the towpath wall alongside. It is hoped to complete the excavation during April this year. 

When the above excavation is complete, continue with the towpath wall under the bridge linking up with the already completed Stage 1 towpath wall.

· Commence Bentomat lining from the lock working westwards towards the bridge. This will require excavating to 2” (50mm) below the lining, spreading and rolling a layer of ash from the old rubbish tip to give a smooth bed on which to lay the Bentomat. The sloping sides of the bed will then be covered with 6” (150mm) of concrete. BW has had problems with the joints in laying Bentomat indicating that these must be laid very carefully. To avoid disruption to joints in the level part of the bed when laying loose fill, I am suggesting we lay a 6” (150mm) transverse strip of concrete 2 or 3ft wide to cover the joints that are at approx. 4.5 metre intervals. The 12” (300mm) cover of the level bed with suitable excavated spoil will go over these transverse strips that will prevent disturbance to the joint. Where there is a 15ft narrow channel through Little Tring Bridge, the whole width will be covered in 6” (150mm) of concrete so the excavation will be 6” (150mm) shallower along this length. As the work is completed it will inevitably hold water (we hope!) so two sandbag dams across the channel will be leapfrogged as work progresses. As the concrete over the Bentomat will be exposed to temperature extremes until Phase I is in water in 2004 it may be prudent to keep the area permanently flooded to a depth of up to 18” (450mm) as work progresses to prevent excessive expansion and contraction of the concrete cover. It would also give us advance warning of any leaks. It would be possible to install a vandal proof pipe and valve in the bund at the end of the lock to facilitate topping up when rain does not do the work for us.
Non-Priority or ‘Hospital’ Jobs
Continue with Phase II scrub bashing and stumping, Whitehouses to Herts/Bucks boundary, there are 852 yards, under half a mile yet to clear. 
Annual strimming at Whitehouses and Drayton Beauchamp.
Lay blue brick copings to junctions of old and new walls at the stop lock.
Lay hardcore to road behind winding hole wall and erect safety barrier of sheet steel piles laid horizontally on vertical supports.
Web Site
The address of the Trust web site managed by Oliver Revel is:
http://wendovercanal.org.uk/
IWA 2003 National Rally 22nd to 25th August 2003

Ray Orth will be sending all members a request for volunteers to man both the lavatory/shower cleaning and the Trust stand at the Festival. The Trust block boat booking for the Rally has been sent in by Ray Orth and we assume it has been received as our cheques have been cleared!

BW Proposed Moorings at New Mill

BW has told the Trust that planning permission has been refused, but is considering an appeal.

Aston Clinton by-pass
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              THE NEW ROUTE OF THE ARM FOR THE ASTON CLINTON BY-PASS

Due to the very bad weather work had virtually ceased on the canal diversion. In January, John Kearsey e-mailed me this picture of the newly excavated channel diversion through broken chalk near the by-pass bridge. I was very impressed and sent a message back saying that it looks as if Bentonite really works. John replied to inform me that this is the raw channel without any lining as yet! Either plant traffic has consolidated the bed or the water table has risen.

BW lining through Drayton Beauchamp Bridge

The BW extension to the by-pass diversion lining through Drayton Beauchamp Bridge is proceeding well despite the bad weather and John Kearsey led members of the work party on a site visit on 17th December 2002. He hopes to arrange another visit in February. Thank you John.

General Notes.
 All volunteers receive and sign for the Trust’s Restoration Manual that includes full Health and Safety requirements for the restoration works. The Manual is the property of the Trust; if you leave the working parties for any reason, please return the Manual to either Ray Orth or myself.

David Barratt is our qualified First-Aider and, even if he is not on site, lives nearby and can be contacted on 01442 822523 if he is at home.

Hard hats for use at all times and high visibility jackets to be worn on sites with mobile plant in use are kept in the store at Tringford and must be drawn/returned there. One first aid kit is kept in the store; another is kept in the VW transporter for use on site. Also available in the transporter are ear defenders and goggles that must be worn when using strimmers, angle grinders, concrete breakers and the like.

My mobile phone number at working parties is 07850-170858. It is not always left on continuously but has a message facility that I check from time to time. We normally work from 9am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) when we are hiring plant or taking delivery of ready-mix concrete early in the morning.  There are breaks for morning coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.  However, do not feel bound by these times, as half a day is better than no help at all.  We have an electric kettle and tea urn at the hut; also there is an outside tap for drinking water.

Financial position and progress as at 31st January 2003

	Stage
	Description
	Budget

1997

£
	Budget

to date

£
	Costs to

date

£
	Progress

to date

	
	Restoration Phase I
	 
	
	
	

	1
	Towpath wall,   Towpath wall, bridge to end at old tip 
	22,990
	19,000
	18,697
	100%

	2
	Offside walls, bridge to end at old tip
	25,630
	31,040
	19,975
	65%

	3
	Bund in lock
	500
	162
	162
	100%

	4
	Towpath wall up to/through bridge
	4,928
	4,928
	910
	

	5
	Towpath wall, lock to bridge
	7,843
	6,500
	5,836
	80%

	6
	Offside wall, lock to bridge
	7,843
	9,600
	9,617
	99%

	7
	Leak proof lining with concrete cover
	64,000
	64,000
	619
	

	8
	Bund at west end of Phase I
	500
	500
	
	

	
	Temporary roadways
	5,000
	5,600
	5,392
	ongoing

	
	Rebuilding Little Tring Bridge
	222,000
	223,055
	223,055
	100%

	
	Bottle clearance at Little Tring
	-1,492
	-1,492
	-1,492
	100%

	
	Boundary fences etc. at Little Tring
	236
	236
	236
	100%

	
	Administration, vehicle, insurance etc
	8,000
	15,000
	11,432
	                       ongoing

	
	Plant and equipment
	5,000
	5,500
	5,103
	ongoing

	
	
	---------
	----------
	----------
	

	
	                        Phase I totals
	372,978
	383,629
	299,542
	

	
	Restoration Phase II
	
	
	
	

	
	Clearance and annual strimming
	500
	1,500
	-130
	60%

	
	Temporary roadways
	
	4,000
	
	

	
	Environmental Impact Report
	
	3,466
	3,466
	100%

	
	
	---------
	----------
	----------
	

	
	 Grand totals for work to which the Trust is committed tis committed to date 
	373,478
	392,595
	302,879
	


Numbering of wall sections, with position as at 31st January 2003 is as follows:

	From section
	To section
	Stage
	Current position

	1
	24
	1  Old tip to bridge, towpath wall
	Complete.

	25
	41
	2 Bridge to farm crossing, offside wall
	Bases 25-33 & walls 25-31 complete.

	42
	50
	2 Old tip to winding hole, offside wall
	Complete except for road surface and safety barrier.

	51
	59
	6   Bridge to stop lock, offside
	Complete.

	60
	68
	5 Stop lock to bridge, towpath    wall
	Excavation 90% complete. Bases

60 to 67 and walls 60 to 66 

complete

	69
	73
	4   Bridge to Stage 1 towpath
	Not yet started


DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES

	DATE
	WORKING AT
	WORK TO BE DONE

	Wednesday 5th February 2003
	Whitehouses
	Scrub bashing with Peter Spary

	Friday 7th February 2003
	Whitehouses
	Scrub bashing with Peter Spary

	Wednesady 12th February 2003
	Whitehouses
	Scrub bashing with Peter Spary

	Thursday 13th February 2003
	Little Tring 
	Finish formwork for base 35, screed boards for blinding and moving sleepers for next wall pour with Pete Bowers.

	Friday 14th February 2003
	Whitehouses
	Scrub bashing with Peter Spary

	Saurday 15th February 2003
RAF Halton Recruits
	Whitehouses
	Scrub bashing and clearing bed of summer growth towards Little Tring

	Wednesday 19th February 2003
	Whitehouses
	Scrub bashing with Peter Spary

	Friday 21st February and

Saturday 22nd February 2003
	Little Tring
	Pour base 35, blinding concrete and move formwork to base 36 with Pete Bowers. Peter Spary will be scrub bashing at Whitehouses on the Friday with any surplus volunteers.

	Wednesday 26th February 2003
	Whitehouses
	Scrub bashing with Peter Spary

	Thursday 27th February and Friday 28th February 2003
	Little Tring
	Pour wall 33, blinding concrete and move formwork to wall 34 with Pete Bowers. Peter Spary will be scrub bashing at Whitehouses on the Friday with any surplus volunteers.

	Saturday 1st March and

Sunday 2nd March 2003
	Little Tring
	Pour wall 34 and base 36, blinding concrete and move formwork to wall 35 and base 37.

	Wednesday 5th March 2003
	Whitehouses
	Scrub bashing with Peter Spary

	Friday 7th March 2003
	Whitehouses
	Scrub bashing with Peter Spary

	Wednesday 12th March 2003
	Whitehouses
	Scrub bashing with Peter Spary

	Thursday 13th March and

Friday 14th March 2003
	Little Tring
	Pour base 37, blinding concrete and move formwork to base 38 with Pete Bowers. Peter Spary will be scrub bashing at Whitehouses on the Friday with any surplus volunteers.

	Saturday 15th and

Sunday 16th March 2003 

WRG BITM Weekend
	Drayton Beauchamp
	Strimming and stumping at Drayton Beauchamp.

Could as many Trust volunteers as possible come to assist in this work so as to complete it in one go.

	Wednesday 19th March 2003
	Whitehouses
	Scrub bashing with Peter Spary

	Friday 21st March 2003
	Whitehouses
	Scrub bashing with Peter Spary

	Saturday April 5th to

Sunday April 13th 2003

KESCRG Weekend 12th/13th
	Little Tring
	Pour wall 35 and base 38, excavate and blind base 39 and move formwork to wall 36 and base 39.

Excavation for Stage 7 lock to bridge. Also excavate and blind for bases 40 and 41. Pour wall 36 and move formwork to wall 37. Excavate section 68 and blind.

Pour wall 37 and base 39 and move formwork to wall 38 and base 40.

	Thursday 1st May and 

Friday 2nd May 2003
	Little Tring
	Pour base 40 and move formwork to base 41 with Pete Bowers.

	Saturday 3rd May and

Sunday 4th May 2003
	Little Tring
	Pour wall 38 and base 41 and move formwork to wall 39 and base 68.

	Thursday 8th May and

Friday 9th May 2003
	Little Tring
	Pour wall 39 and move formwork to wall 40 with Pete Bowers.

	Thursday 22nd May and 

Friday 23rd May 2003 
	Festival Site
	Transporting and erecting fence   for Festival site.

	Saturday 24th May to Monday 26th May 2003

Festival Weekend
	Little Tring
	Pour wall 40 and base 68 and move formwork to wall 41 and base 69. Work on new bed east of bridge. Guided tours and manning Trust main site stand on Sunday and Monday.

	Tuesday 27th May 2003
	Little Tring and Festival Site
	Site clearance and packing oil store.


Roger Leishman, Restoration Director (Tel: 01442 874536, e-mail rleishman@ukgateway.net)

WENDOVER ARM TRUST

WORK PARTY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE TO MAY 2003

	Date
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wed 5 Feb
	P Spary
	
	
	
	
	

	Fri 7 Feb
	P Spary
	
	
	
	
	

	Wed 12 Feb
	P Spary
	
	
	
	
	

	------------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thu 13 Feb
	P Bowers
	R Ford
	(D Cater)
	
	
	

	------------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fri 14 Feb
	P Spary
	
	
	
	
	

	-----------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat 15 Feb
	?
	?
	?
	
	
	

	RAF Halton
	
	
	
	
	
	

	-----------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wed 19 Feb
	P Spary
	
	
	
	
	

	-----------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fri 21 Feb
	P Bowers
	R Ford
	(D Cater)
	R Orth
	P Spary
	

	Sat 22 Feb
	P Bowers
	R Orth
	
	
	
	

	-----------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wed 26 Feb
	P Spary
	
	
	
	
	

	-----------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thu 27 Feb
	P Bowers
	(D Cater)
	R Orth
	
	
	

	Fri 28 Feb
	P Bowers
	R Ford
	(D Cater)
	R Orth
	P Spary
	

	-----------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat 1 Mar
	R Leishman
	B Ing
	O Revel
	R Orth
	
	

	Sun 2 Mar
	R Leishman
	R Ford
	B Ing
	O Revel
	R Orth
	

	-----------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wed 5 Mar
	P Spary
	
	
	
	
	

	Fri 7 Mar
	P Spary
	
	
	
	
	

	Wed 12 Mar
	P Spary
	
	
	
	
	

	-----------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thu 13 Mar
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	
	

	Fri 14 Mar
	P Bowers
	P Spary
	
	
	
	

	Sat 15 Mar #
	R Leishman
	R Ford
	O Revel
	B Ing
	
	

	Sun 16 Mar #
	R Leishman
	R Ford
	O Revel
	B Ing
	
	

	BITM #
	
	
	
	
	
	

	-----------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wed 19 Mar
	P Spary
	
	
	
	
	

	Fri 21 Mar
	P Spary
	
	
	
	
	

	-----------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat 5 Apr
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	O Revel
	B Ing
	
	

	Sun 6 Apr
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	O Revel
	B Img
	
	

	Mon 7 Apr
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	O Revel
	
	
	

	Tue 8 Apr
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	O Revel
	
	
	

	Wed 9 Apr
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	O Revel
	
	
	

	Thu 10 Apr
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	O Revel
	
	
	

	Fri 11 Apr
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	O Revel
	
	
	

	Sat 12 Apr *
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	O Revel
	
	
	

	Sun 13 Apr *
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	O Revel
	
	
	

	*KESCRG
	
	
	
	
	
	


(…….) provisional, subject to confirmation    * morning only  + afternoon only

The name of the person in charge on a particular day is printed in italics.

P Bowers         01255 504540 or 07880 744730            E Evans     01628 526236 or 01628 526898

R Leishman     01442 874536 or 07850 170858            R Orth       01494 786868 or 07733 092034

R Pittaway     01296 630968 or 07946 484156            P Spary     01923 222697

Last revised Monday 3rd February 2003

STOP PRESS

JOHN KEARSEY HAS ARRANGED ANOTHER SITE VISIT

 TO THE BW WORKS AT DRAYTON BEAUCHAMP BRIDGE ON WEDNESDAY 12th February AT 2.30pm
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