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Work is still going according to plan despite the present spell of wet weather. Many thanks to all concerned including BITM who at their October weekend with us, amongst other tasks, laid 80 metres of excellent new footpath from the bridge to the lock with Geotex underlay and rolled road stone finish, materials supplied free of charge by Dacorum Borough Council. When BITM had a cancellation in November at Sleaford, they asked if they could come to Little Tring instead and they were welcomed with open arms. Not only did they progress with another 50 yards of scrub clearance and stumping at Whitehouses but they helped us to complete a base and a wall for Stage 5. They are planning two visits to us in 2003 as well as assisting at the Festival.

The base of the towpath wall between the bridge and the lock (Stage 5) has now been cast as far as possible without interfering with the access under Little Tring Bridge for ready-mix lorries. One base and two wall sections will have to be cast after the excavation has been completed ready for the Bentonite lining between the lock and the bridge. In the meantime base and wall sections are to be cast for the offside wall between the bridge and the old farm crossing. 

 I am pleased to say that the badger licence was issued just in time for demolition of the disused sett under the public footpath on the offside bank on Saturday November 30th 2002 – the last day of the open season for badger licences! Any delay would have meant stopping work in this area until next July.  Keith Higby of the Herts and Middlesex Badger Group helped us in arranging the licence but I was appalled at the red tape of English Nature and DEFRA who argued as to who should issue the licence. Passing the buck and inefficiency were the order of the day. Keith Higby and Jon Iles, the local Footpath Officer, tell me that this is the norm! Ray Orth has hired an excavator and two dumpers for demolishing the sett and excavating for the offside wall and he has arranged operators so that work can continue on Sunday 1st December to make the most of the plant hire.

Ken Graves has arranged a further supply of hedging plants to complete the towpath hedge near the bridge (Stage 4) and these are due to be planted at the working party on Saturday 7th December.

I was recently asked why the narrows through the bridge extend some 20 metres past the west face of Little Tring Bridge. Although Little Tring Farm had no rights over the old farm crossing between their fields on either side of the canal, the Trust and BW offered to extend the bridge narrows so that at any time in the future a swing bridge could be installed in lieu of the old crossing. Any bridge will have to be paid for and maintained by the owners of Little Tring Farm.  The same arrangement will apply to the farm crossing opposite the entrance track where the land on either side is owned by Herts County Council and where it is proposed to construct a 15ft narrow channel under Phase II.

 Priority Jobs
· Excavate the new bed of the canal from the lock to the bridge when the new towpath wall is completed, form a smooth bed with ash from the old tip and lay the Bentonite lining with concrete on sloping sides and narrows and excavated material on the level as cover.  It is intended to use two excavators for this work, one for bulk excavation, the other for final grading and trimming. Dumpers will assist them for carting spoil to the tip although spoil will also be used to backfill the towpath wall alongside. The exact programme for this work depends on the weather; see Schedule of Work on page 5.

· When the above excavation is complete, continue with the towpath wall under the bridge linking up with the already completed Stage 1 towpath wall.

· Commence Bentomat lining from the lock working progressively westwards. This will require excavating to 2” (50mm) below the lining, spreading and rolling a layer of ash from the old rubbish tip to give a smooth bed on which to lay the Bentomat. The sloping sides of the bed will then be covered with 6” (150mm) of concrete. BW has had problems with the joints in laying Bentomat indicating that these must be laid very carefully. To avoid disruption to joints in the level part of the bed when laying loose fill, I am suggesting we lay a 6” (150mm) transverse strip of concrete 2 or 3ft wide to cover the joints that are at approx. 4.5 metre intervals. The 12” (300mm) cover of the level bed with suitable excavated spoil will go over these transverse strips that will prevent disturbance to the joint. Where there is a 15ft narrow channel through Little Tring Bridge, the whole width will be covered in 6” (150mm) of concrete so the excavation will be 6” (150mm) shallower along this length. As the work is completed it will inevitably hold water (we hope!) so two sandbag dams across the channel will be leapfrogged as work progresses. As the concrete over the Bentomat will be exposed to temperature extremes until Phase I is in water in 2004 it may be prudent to keep the area permanently flooded to a depth of up to 18” (450mm) as work progresses to prevent excessive expansion and contraction of the concrete cover. It would also give us advance warning of any leaks. It would be possible to install a vandal proof pipe and valve in the bund at the end of the lock to facilitate topping up when rain does not do the work for us.

Non-Priority or ‘Hospital’ Jobs

· Continue extending the offside wall from the bridge to the old farm crossing when formwork is not required for priority work.

· Continue with Phase II scrub bashing and stumping, Whitehouses to Herts/Bucks boundary, there are 852 yards, say half a mile yet to clear. 
· Annual strimming at Whitehouses and Drayton Beauchamp.
· Lay blue brick copings to junctions of old and new walls at the stop lock.
· Lay hardcore to road behind winding hole wall and erect safety barrier of sheet steel piles laid horizontally on vertical supports.
Web Site

The address of the Trust web site now managed by Oliver Revel is:

http://wendovercanal.org.uk/
There is another web site covering the Wendover/Tring Canal Festival managed by Trust member Peter Andrews that can be accessed through the main site.

BW Proposed Moorings at New Mill

Still no news regarding the BW application for outline planning permission.

IWA 2003 National Rally  22nd to 25th August 2003

All you Bog Scrubbers will be delighted to know that the Trust’s offer to service the lavatories and showers at next year’s IWA National Rally at Beale Park on the River Thames near Reading has been accepted by the Rally Organisers. Ray Orth has bravely agreed to take charge of the operation again and will no doubt be pleased to hear from anyone willing to help.

Regarding a Trust block boat booking for the Rally, I have now had requests to join in for seven craft belonging to Trust members. This is your last chance to join the block booking as all entries have to be sent in together and your form, cheque etc. must be with Ray Orth (42 Lowndes Avenue, Chesham, Bucks HP5 2HH, tel: 01494 786868) by Friday 6th December 2002 at the latest. If you require a form, telephone IWA HQ on 01923 711114 and they will send you one by post the next day.

Aston Clinton by-pass

Work is progressing with the canal diversion. The bridge is mainly complete except for the brick facing on the east side of the bridge. The new channel has been excavated and a trial section laid with Bentomat. The sloping sides have been covered with topsoil covered with black plastic mesh to hold the surface and also to anchor coil rolls at water level. Work is being disrupted by extremely wet weather at the present.

BW lining through Drayton Beauchamp Bridge

BW are extending the by-pass diversion lining eastwards through Drayton Beauchamp Bridge to the manhole opposite the farm to counter complaints of flooding due to alleged leaks at Drayton Beauchamp Bridge causing floods in Drayton Beauchamp Village. As we found with the winding hole (see August Working Party News), BW found the quotation from Balfour Beatty, the by-pass contractors, excessive and are employing one of their regular contractors, Nuttalls, to execute this work. I have seen the initial excavations, which have exposed the pipeline below and also the old farm wharf (which is to be retained as a feature, not a mooring), and I am impressed with the quality of workmanship so far.

General Notes.
 All volunteers receive and sign for the Trust’s Restoration Manual that includes full Health and Safety requirements covering the restoration works. The Manual is the property of the Trust; if you leave the district or leave the work parties for any other reason, please return the Manual to either Ray Orth or myself.

David Barratt is our qualified First-Aider and, even if he is not on site, lives nearby and can be contacted on 01442 822523 if he is at home.

Hard hats for use at all times and high visibility jackets to be worn on sites with mobile plant in use are kept in the store at Tringford and must be drawn/returned there. One first aid kit is kept in the store; another is kept in the VW transporter for use on site. Also available in the transporter are ear defenders and goggles that must be worn when using strimmers, angle grinders, concrete breakers and the like.

My mobile phone number at working parties is 07850-170858. It is not always left on continuously but has a message facility that I check from time to time. We normally work from 10am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) other than times when we are hiring plant or taking delivery of ready-mix concrete early in the morning when some volunteers are asked to start at 9am.  There are breaks for morning coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.  However, do not feel bound by these times, as half a day is better than no help at all.  We have an electric kettle and tea urn at the hut; also there is an outside tap for drinking water.

Numbering of wall sections, with position as at 30th November 2002, is as follows:

	From section
	To section
	Stage
	Current position

	1
	24
	1  Old tip to bridge, towpath wall
	Complete.

	25
	41
	2 Bridge to farm crossing, offside wall
	Bases 25-31 & walls 25-28 complete.

	42
	50
	2 Old tip to winding hole, offside wall
	Complete except for road surface and safety barrier.

	51
	59
	6   Bridge to stop lock, offside
	Complete.

	60
	68
	5 Stop lock to bridge, towpath    wall
	Excavation 90% complete. Bases

60 to 67 and walls 60 to 66 

complete

	69
	73
	4  Bridge to Stage 1 towpath wall
	Not yet started


Readers may recall that I printed in the October 2001 issue a table of the number of concrete pours (bases and walls) by quarters. Here is an update based on our programme to the end of 2002:

	
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003

	January – March
	-
	  8 pours
	#
	5 pours
	

	April     - June
	 5 pours
	10 pours 
	#
	15 pours
	

	July       - September
	 8 pours
	  6 pours 
	16 pours
	7 pours
	

	October - December
	10 pours 
	  1 pour #
	5 pours
	?15 pours
	

	   ANNUAL TOTAL
	23 pours
	25 pours
	21 pours
	42 pours
	35 pours


# Affected by bad weather and outbreak of foot and mouth disease

There are a total of 146 pours in Phase I so we have a programme of 35 pours in 2003.

Budget and Costs to date as at 31st Dec. 2002 will be published in the next Working Party News

DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES

	DATE
	WORKING AT
	WORK TO BE DONE

	Thursday 28th November and

Friday 29th November 2002
	Little Tring
	Pour wall 66, blinding concrete and move formwork to wall 29 with Pete Bowers. (NB wall 67 cannot be poured until base 68 (the second half of the ‘S’ bend for the towpath under the bridge is poured)

	Saturday 7th December and

Sunday 8th December 2002
	Little Tring
	Pour base 32 and wall 29, blinding concrete, move formwork to base 33 and wall 30 with Roger Leishman. Weather permitting, complete excavation for Stage 2 wall to old farm crossing. Plant towpath hedge for Stage 4 with Ken Graves.

	Thursday 12th December and

Friday 13th December 2002
	Little Tring
	Pour wall 30, blinding concrete and move formwork to wall 31 with Pete Bowers.

	Tuesday 17th December and

Wednesday 18th December 2002
	Little Tring
	Pour base 33, blinding concrete and move formwork to base 34 with Pete Bowers.

	Friday 3rd January, Saturday 4th
January and Sunday 5th January 2003
	Little Tring
	Weather permitting, excavation between lock and bridge. Bending reinforcement for wide bases.

With Pete Bowers on Friday.

	Thursday 9th January 2003
	Little Tring to Whitehouses
	Strimming Track Entrance to Whitehouses with

Pete Bowers.

	Thursday 23rd January and 

Friday 24th January 2002
	Little Tring
	Pour base 34*, blinding concrete and move formwork to base 35* with Pete Bowers.

	Tuesday 28th January and

Wednesday 29th January 2003
	Little Tring
	Pour base 35*, blinding concrete and move formwork to base 36* with Pete Bowers.

	Saturday 1st February and

Sunday 2nd February 2003
	Little Tring
	Pour wall 31* and base 36*, blinding concrete and move formwork to wall 32* and base 37*.

	Thursday 13th February 2003
	Little Tring to Whitehouses
	Strimming Track Entrance to Whitehouses with

Pete Bowers.

	Friday 21st February and

Saturday 22nd February 2003
	Little Tring
	Pour base 37*, blinding concrete and move formwork to base 38* with Pete Bowers.

	Thursday 27th February and Friday 28th February 2003
	Little Tring
	Pour base 38*, blinding concrete and move formwork to base 39* with Pete Bowers.

	Saturday 1st March and

Sunday 2nd March 2003
	Little Tring
	Pour wall 32* and base 39*, blinding concrete and move formwork to wall 33* and base 40*.

	Saturday 15th and

Sunday 16th March 2002 

BITM Weekend
	Drayton Beauchamp
	Strimming and stumping at Drayton Beauchamp.

Could as many Trust volunteers as possible come to assist in this work so as to complete it in one go.

	Saturday April 5th and

Sunday April 6th 2003
	Little Tring
	Pour wall 33* and base 40* and move formwork to wall 34* and base 41* (the last base for Stage 2).


* It may be necessary to reschedule this work to bases 68 to 73 if excavation between the lock and the bridge advances quickly enough.

Please note that the schedule is provisional in that changes will probably have to be made according to weather conditions and availability of volunteers. 

Roger Leishman, Restoration Director (Tel:01442 874536, e-mail rleishman@ukgateway.net)

WENDOVER ARM TRUST

WORK PARTY VOLUNTEERS

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE TO APRIL 2003

	2002
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thu 28 Nov
	P Bowers
	R Ford
	R Orth
	(D Cater)
	R Leishman
	

	Fri 29 Nov
	P Bowers
	R Ford
	R Orth
	(D Cater)
	B Harris
	B Lansley

	Sat 30 Nov
	R Orth
	G Cull
	B Fletcher
	O Revel
	B Ing
	R Leishman

	Sun 1 Dec
	R Orth
	G Cull
	B Ing
	
	
	

	Badger Sett
	
	
	
	
	
	

	------------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat 7 Dec
	R Leishman
	O Revel
	R Orth
	
	
	

	Sun 8 Dec
	R Leishman
	D Barratt
	O Revel
	R Orth
	
	

	------------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thu 12 Dec
	P Bowers
	R Ford
	R Orth
	(D Cater)
	
	

	Fri 13 Dec
	P Bowers
	R Ford
	R Orth
	(D Cater)
	
	

	------------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tue 17 Dec
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	
	

	Wed 18 Dec
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	
	

	------------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2003
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fri 3 Jan
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat 4 Jan
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	
	

	Sun 5 Jan
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	
	

	------------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thu 9 Jan
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	
	

	------------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thu 23 Jan
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	
	

	Fri 24 Jan
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	
	

	------------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tue 28 Jan
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	
	

	Wed 29 Jan
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	
	

	------------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat 1 Feb 
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	
	

	Sun 2 Feb
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	
	

	------------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thu 13 Feb
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	
	

	------------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fri 21 Feb
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat 22 Feb
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	
	

	-----------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thu 27 Feb
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	
	

	Fri 28 Feb
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	
	

	-----------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat 1 Mar
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	
	

	Sun 2 Mar
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	
	

	-----------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat 15 Mar
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	
	

	Sun 16 Mar
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	
	

	BITM
	
	
	
	
	
	

	-----------------
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat 5 Apr
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	
	

	Sun 6 Apr
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	
	


 (…….) provisional, subject to confirmation    * morning only  + afternoon only

The name of the person in charge on a particular day is printed in italics.

P Bowers         01255 504540 or 07880 744730      E Evans     01628 526236 or 01628 526898

R Leishman     01442 874536 or 07850 170858      R Orth       01494 786868 or 07733 092034

R Pittaway      01296 630968 or 07946 484156
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