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I am sending this newsletter out promptly as Margaret and I are about to leave for a trip on our narrowboat and will not be back until the BITM weekend in mid-October.

So far we have kept to our programme of work and the towpath wall between the lock and the bridge (Stage 5) is proceeding well with three bases completed and the wall shuttering in place ready for the first pour at the October weekend. The ‘S’ bend on the offside west of Little Tring Bridge (Stage 2) is now completed and looks good, especially when viewed from the top of the bridge.

The badger that took occupation of a rabbit warren under the offside footpath near the end of the Stage 2 wall while the footpath was closed for the foot and mouth outbreak, appears to have gone as rabbits have been seen going in and out of the holes again. I have spoken with Judith Murray, the Licensing Officer for English Nature at Cambridge, and Keith Higby of the Herts & Middlesex Badger Group and the position is that (a) if the sett is inhabited or (b) uninhabited and we are going to physically disturb the sett with our excavations, we need a licence. If it is uninhabited and we are not going to disturb the sett we do not need a licence. Ray Orth is going to meet Keith Higby on site and, if Keith decides a licence is required, he will apply for it on our behalf.

You may recall that in September 1977 Keith co-operated with us over the deserted sett at the end of the old tip and his group placed an electric fence with a one-way gate round the sett for three weeks before it was demolished under licence. The problem with the latest sett is that it is under a public footpath with a timber bridge placed by the Dacorum Council Footpath Officer over one of the entrances.

We have had a case of serious vandalism in that the chestnut paling fence across the end of the lock that keeps the public off our construction site was trashed to pieces between our work parties on Sunday 8th and Wednesday 11th September 2002. Fortunately we had spare rolls of fencing to effect immediate repairs on the Wednesday and it is to be hoped that this will not become a regular event.

 Thanks to everyone for letting us know in advance if you are coming to a work party. In my absence prior to the BITM weekend please contact the person in charge. The latest roster is on the last page of this newsletter for work party members.

Priority Jobs
· Construct the new towpath wall from the lock to the bridge, Sections 60 to 66 which will bring the wall to the first ‘S’ bend section leading to the towpath wall under Little Tring Bridge. At this point excavation and construction will have to be very carefully planned, as excavation under the bridge will temporarily cut off access for ready-mix lorries. Be prepared to barrow ready-mix through the bridge!

· Excavate the new bed of the canal from the lock to the bridge when the new towpath wall is completed, form a smooth bed with ash from the old tip and lay the Bentonite lining with concrete on sloping sides and narrows and excavated material on the level as cover.

Non-Priority or ‘Hospital’ Jobs

· Continue extending the offside wall from the bridge to the old farm crossing when formwork is not required for priority work.

· Regular mowing of the new Stage 1 towpath to keep the weeds down and making up levels where the fill has settled.

· Continue with Phase II scrub bashing from Whitehouses.
· Lay blue brick copings to junctions of old and new walls at the stop lock. The blue coping bricks have been obtained by BW and the work will be carried out when the new wall on the towpath side has been completed.
Web Site

The address of the Trust web site now managed by Oliver Revel is:

http://wendovercanal.org.uk/
There is another web site covering the Wendover/Tring Canal Festival managed by Trust member Peter Andrews that can be accessed through the main site.

BW Proposed Moorings at New Mill

Still no news regarding the BW application for outline planning permission.

IWA 2003 National Rally

I have had little response so far regarding a group booking for next year’s IWA National Rally at Beale Park on the River Thames near Reading. Please let me know fairly soon if you if you are interested.

General Notes.
All volunteers receive and sign for the Trust’s Restoration Manual that includes full Health and Safety requirements covering the restoration works. The Manual is the property of the Trust; if you leave the district or leave the work parties for any other reason, please return the Manual to either Ray Orth or myself.

David Barratt is our qualified First-Aider and, even if he not on site, lives nearby and can be contacted on 01442 822523 if he is at home.

Hard hats for use at all times and high visibility jackets to be worn on sites with mobile plant in use are kept in the store at Tringford and must be drawn/returned there. One first aid kit is kept in the store; another is kept in the VW transporter for use on site. Also available in the transporter are ear defenders and goggles that must be worn when using strimmers, angle grinders, concrete breakers and the like.

My mobile phone number at working parties is 07850-170858. It is not always left on continuously but has a message facility that I check from time to time. We normally work from 10am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) other than times when we are hiring plant or taking delivery of ready-mix concrete early in the morning when some volunteers are asked to start at 9am.  There are breaks for morning coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.  However, do not feel bound by these times, as half a day is better than no help at all.  We have an electric kettle and tea urn at the hut; also there is an outside tap for drinking water.

Numbering of wall sections, with position as at 17th September 2002, is as follows:
	From section
	To section
	Stage
	Current position

	1
	24
	1 Old tip to bridge, towpath side
	Complete.

	25
	41
	2 Bridge to farm crossing, offside
	Bases 25 to 31 and walls 25 to 28 completed.

	42
	50
	2 Old tip to winding hole, offside
	Complete except for safety barrier.

	51
	59
	6 Bridge to stop lock, offside
	Complete except for footpath surface.

	60
	68
	5 Stop lock to bridge, towpath    side
	Excavation complete. Bases 60 to 62 poured.

	69
	73
	4 Bridge to Stage 1 wall,

towpath side
	Not yet started


DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES

	DATE
	WORKING AT
	WORK TO BE DONE

	Saturday 5th October and Sunday 6th October 2002
	Little Tring
	Pour base 63 and wall 60, blinding concrete and move formwork to base 64 and wall 61 with Eddy Evans.

	Thursday 10th October,

Friday 11th October and

Saturday 12th October 2002
	Little Tring
	Pour base 64 and wall 61, blinding concrete and move formwork to base 65 (Friday) and to wall 62 (Saturday) with Pete Bowers (Thur) and Ray Orth (Fri/Sat)

	Friday 18th October 2002


	Little Tring
	Pour base 65 and blinding concrete with Pete Bowers.

	Saturday 19th October and

Sunday 20th October 2002.

BITM weekend
	Little Tring
	Pour wall 62, blinding concrete, move formwork to base 66 and wall 63 with Roger Leishman.

Base 66 is the first half of the ‘S’ bend leading to the towpath under the bridge and may have to be left at this stage if it interferes with ready-mix lorry access through the bridge.

Lay and roll surface of footpath (Stage 6) including putting up display board (BITM) 

Coppice hawthorn trees by the towpath west of Little Tring Bridge (Stage 4) and prepare the ground for hedge planting (BITM).

Bending reinforcement for bases 66 & 32/33 (BITM).

	Saturday 2nd November and

Sunday 3rd November 2002.


	Little Tring
	Pour base 66 and wall 63, blinding concrete and move formwork to base 32 and wall 64 with Roger Leishman.

	Thursday 21st November and

Friday 22nd November 2002.
	Little Tring
	Pour wall 64, blinding concrete and move formwork to wall 65 with Pete Bowers

	Thursday 28th November and

Friday 29th November 2002
	Little Tring
	Pour wall 65, blinding concrete and move formwork to wall 29 with Pete Bowers. (NB wall 66 cannot be poured until base 67 (the second half of the ‘S’ bend for the towpath under the bridge is poured)

	Saturday 7th December and

Sunday 8th December 2002
	Little Tring
	Pour base 32 and wall 29, blinding concrete, move formwork to base 33 and wall 30 with Roger Leishman. 

	Thursday 12th December and

Friday 13th December 2002
	Little Tring
	Pour wall 30, blinding concrete and move formwork to wall 31 with Pete Bowers.


Please note that the schedule is provisional in that changes will probably have to be made according to weather conditions and availability of volunteers. 

Roger Leishman, Restoration Director (Tel:01442 874536, e-mail rleishman@ukgateway.net)

WENDOVER ARM TRUST

WORK PARTY VOLUNTEERS

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE TO DECEMBER 2002

	Date
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat 5 Oct
	E Evans 
	O Revel
	R Orth
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sun 6 Oct
	E Evans
	R Orth 
	R Ford
	O Revel
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thu 10 Oct
	P Bowers
	R Ford
	R Orth
	B Harris
	
	

	Fri 11 Oct
	R Orth
	P Bowers*
	R Orth
	N Williams
	B Harris
	

	Sat 12 Oct
	R Orth
	O Revel
	D Barratt
	B Matraves
	
	

	Fri 18 Oct
	P Bowers
	R Ford
	
	
	
	

	Sat 19 Oct
	R Leishman
	O Revel
	R Fletcher
	
	
	

	With BITM
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sun 20 Oct
	R Leishman
	O Revel
	R Fletcher
	
	
	

	With BITM
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sat 2 Nov
	R Leishman
	O Revel
	R Orth
	N Williams
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sun 3 Nov
	R Leishman
	D Barratt
	O Revel
	R Orth
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thu 21 Nov
	P Bowers
	R Ford
	R Orth
	
	
	

	Fri 22 Nov
	P Bowers
	R Ford
	
	
	
	

	Sat 23 Nov
	R Leishman
	
	
	
	
	

	Thu 28 Nov
	P Bowers
	R Ford
	R Orth
	
	
	

	Fri 29 Nov
	P Bowers
	R Ford
	R Orth
	
	
	

	Sat 7 Dec
	R Leishman
	O Revel
	R Orth
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sun 8 Dec
	R Leishman
	D Barratt
	O Revel
	R Orth
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thu 12 Dec
	P Bowers
	R Ford
	R Orth
	
	
	

	Fri 13 Dec
	P Bowers
	R Ford
	R Orth
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


(…….) provisional, subject to confirmation    * morning only  + afternoon only

The name of the person in charge on a particular day is printed in italics.

P Bowers         01255 504540 or 07880 744730      E Evans     01628 526236 or 01628 526898

R Leishman     01442 874536 or 07850 170858      R Orth       01494 786868 or 07733 092034

R Pittaway      01296 630968 or 07946 484156
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