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Many thanks to all who helped at the 2002 Festival and at recent work parties, especially those who answered my appeal for help last month for May 15th to 17th.    In connection with the Festival, I enclose, for those who were helping over the weekend, a copy of a thank you letter that I received from our Chairman, Bob Wheal.  Thanks also to KESCRG who did an excellent job over the weekend 18th/19th May. We have virtually completed Stage 6, the footpath wall from the bridge to the lock, only some backfill and finishing the footpath when the fill has settled are outstanding. Hopefully, Priory Construction will soon complete the new steps up to the road although it may be necessary for the Trust to form a ramp or shallow steps from the footpath to the base of the steps that end about halfway down the slope.

KESCRG have also suggested that we promote a WRG ‘Dig Deep’ year in 2003. We should be starting the Bentonite lining of the canal bed by then so I would be glad to hear what our volunteers feel about it as staffing special WRG visits will be required.

I made an appeal in the last newsletter for volunteers to let me know when they are coming to work parties. This was very successful, thanks to your responses, so I am printing the current roster on the last page (for volunteers only). If you can fill in any of the vacancies, please let the person in charge (name in italics) know in good time.

Thanks to Eddy Evans who placed an advert in his local paper, the Trust now has an hydraulic breaker. It is a first class tool and only cost us £400! It is insured for £1,000, less than half the list price when new.

On a more general note the work ahead of us for the rest of this year is

Priority Jobs
· Divert the towpath/footpath behind the new wall leading to the new steps with the chestnut fencing along the edge as a safety/security barrier.

· Excavate for the new towpath wall between the lock and the bridge including demolition of the old wall and laying the blinding concrete.

· Construct the new towpath wall from the lock to the bridge, Sections 60 to 68.

· Excavate the new bed of the canal from the lock to the bridge as the new towpath wall is completed.

Non-Priority or ‘Hospital’ Jobs

· Continue extending the offside wall from the bridge to the old farm crossing. Priority will be given to pouring bases so that there will be plenty of walls to pour once the base formwork is moved back to the lock.

· Backfill the winding hole wall with loose fill and plenty of broken up concrete from the old Little Tring Bridge that is stored alongside the entry road and forming a well drained road on top with a safety barrier.

· Regular mowing of the new Stage 1 towpath to keep the weeds down.

· Excavate to near final bed level in the winding hole area on each side of the road up to the tip in the triangle. It may be prudent not to go to final level as the time lag before final laying of the Bentonite lining will almost certainly result in growth of fresh vegetation unless we find the old asphalt bed at a suitable depth on which to lay the Bentonite.

· Continue with Phase II scrub bashing from Whitehouses.

RAF Halton
I have just received an offer of help from RAF Halton for Thursday 11th July 2002. At present Stage 2  blinding work is scheduled but Pete Bowers can employ them on this or scrub bashing at Whitehouses.

Grants Officer
I am pleased to say that one of our volunteers, David Andrew, has offered to help in this task. As he is often away from home, Ray Orth has offered to join forces with him in this work.

Web Site

Torkel is moving home in the near future and Oliver Revel has agreed to take over the site from him.  The web site address is:

http://wendovercanal.org.uk/
There is another web site covering the Wendover/Tring Canal Festival managed by Trust member Peter Andrews that can be accessed through the main site.

BW Proposed Moorings at New Mill

No news yet over the BW application for outline planning permission.

Chiltern Branch Weekend 2002

Many of us enjoyed the Chiltern Branch visit to the Huddersfield Canal last year. This year a trip to the ‘Mon & Brec’ Canal is being arranged from Friday 13th to Sunday 15th September 2002. Anyone wishing to go might like to keep these dates free. Chiltern Branch members will have received booking forms already, but if anyone else would like to go please let me know and I will see that you get a booking form.

Aston Clinton By-pass

Work on the canal diversion continues and discussions over the provision of a winding hole, at the Trust’s expense, are in progress.

After discussions with BW, it has been agreed that the length between Drayton Beauchamp Bridge and the start of the diversion – to be relined by BW because of leakage problems – will be narrower than the general specification for the restoration. The steep banks on either side indicate that it was probably this narrow when in water for navigation. This should not be a problem for 7ft beam craft but wider craft may have to observe one way working over this straight stretch of canal.

General Notes.
You will recall that many issues ago I made an appeal for a First Aid volunteer. I am pleased to tell you that David Barratt, qualified in first aid, has agreed to take this job on.

All volunteers receive and sign for the Trust’s Restoration Manual that includes full Health and Safety requirements covering the restoration works. The Manual is the property of the Trust; if you leave the district or leave the work parties for any other reason, please return the Manual to either Ray Orth or myself.

Hard hats for use at all times and high visibility jackets to be worn on sites with mobile plant in use are kept in the store at Tringford and must be drawn/returned there. One first aid kit is kept in the store; another is kept in the VW transporter for use on site. Also available in the transporter are ear defenders and goggles that must be worn when using strimmers, angle grinders, concrete breakers and the like.

My mobile phone number at working parties is 07850-170858. It is not always left on continuously but has a message facility that I check from time to time. We normally work from 10am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) other than times when we are hiring plant or taking delivery of ready-mix concrete early in the morning when some volunteers are asked to start at 9am.  There are breaks for morning coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.  However, do not feel bound by these times, as half a day is better than no help at all.  We have an electric kettle and tea urn at the hut; also there is an outside tap for drinking water.

Numbering of wall sections, with position as at 20th March 2002, is as follows:
	From section
	To section
	Stage
	Current position

	1
	24
	1 Old tip to bridge, towpath side
	Complete

	25
	41
	2 Bridge to farm crossing, offside
	Bases 25 to 28 and wall 25 completed

	42
	50
	2 Old tip to winding hole, offside
	Complete except for backfill

	51
	59
	6 Bridge to stop lock, offside
	Complete except for final backfill and footpath surface.

	60
	68
	5 Stop lock to bridge, towpath    side
	Not yet started

	69
	73
	4 Bridge to Stage 1 wall,

towpath side
	Not yet started


DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES

	DATE
	WORKING AT
	WORK TO BE DONE

	Thursday 13th June and

Friday 14th June 2002
	Little Tring
	Pour base 29, blinding concrete and move formwork with Ray Orth

	Tuesday 18th June and Friday 19th June 2002
	
	Pour base 29, blinding concrete and move formwork with Pete Bowers

	Saturday 6th July and Sunday 7th July 2002
	Little Tring
	Pour wall 26, blinding concrete and move formwork with Eddy Evans.

	Thursday 11th July and

Friday 12th July 2002
	Little Tring & Whitehouses
	Blinding concrete & scrub bashing (with RAF Halton volunteers) with Pete Bowers.

	Saturday 27th July to Saturday 3rd August 2002

Special week exercise with help from BITM members.
	Little Tring
	Priority 1. Complete backfill behind footpath wall, bridge to lock, and fence off  new footpath/towpath up to new steps at bridge.

Excavate for new towpath wall lock to bridge including demolition of old wall.

Priority 2. Pouring base/wall sections for Stage 2.

	Thursday 22nd August and

Friday 23rd August
	Little Tring
	Blinding for Stage 5 (Towpath side, lock to bridge) with Pete Bowers

	Thursday 29th August and

Friday 30th August 2002
	Little Tring
	Blinding for Stage 5 (Towpath side, lock to bridge) with Pete Bowers

	Saturday 7th September &

Sunday 8th September 2002
	Little Tring
	Blinding for Stage 5 (Towpath side, lock to bridge) and pouring  sections for Stages 2 and 5.


                  VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE FOR JUNE TO AUGUST 2002

	Date
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thu 13 Jun
	R Orth
	R Ford
	R Pittaway
	B Harris
	R Evans
	

	Fri 14 Jun
	R Orth
	R Evans *
	R Pittaway
	
	
	

	Tue 18 Jun
	P Bowers
	R Orth
	
	
	
	

	Wed 19 Jun
	P Bowers
	R Orth
	
	
	
	

	Sat 6 Jul
	E Evans
	O Revel
	B Ing
	R Ford
	
	

	Sun 7 Jul
	E Evans
	O Revel
	B Ing
	R Ford
	D Barratt
	

	Thu 11 Jul 
	P Bowers
	(D Cater)
	B Lansley
	  R Ford
	
	

	Fri 12 Jul
	P Bowers
	(D Cater)
	B Lansley
	
	
	

	Sat 27 Jul 
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	M Gribble
	P Cardy
	O Revel
	D Wedd

	
	
	
	
	
	S Wentworth
	

	Sun 28 Jul
	R Orth
	R Ford
	M Gribble
	P Cardy
	O Revel
	D Wedd

	
	
	
	
	
	S Wentworth
	

	Mon 29 Jul 
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	R Ford
	P Cardy
	(D Cater)
	D Wedd

	
	
	
	
	
	S Wentworth
	

	Tue 30 Jul
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	R Ford
	P Cardy
	(D Cater)
	D Wedd

	
	
	
	
	
	S Wentworth
	

	Wed 31 Jul
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	
	P Cardy
	(D Cater)
	D Wedd

	
	
	
	
	
	S Wentworth
	

	Thu 1 Aug
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	R Ford
	P Cardy
	(D Cater)
	D Wedd

	
	
	
	
	
	S Wentworth
	

	Fri 2 Aug
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	R Ford
	P Cardy
	(D Cater)
	D Wedd

	
	
	
	
	
	S Wentworth
	

	Sat 3 Aug
	R Leishman
	R Orth
	
	P Cardy
	O Revel
	D Wedd

	
	
	
	
	
	S Wentworth
	

	Thu 22 Aug
	P Bowers
	B Lansley
	
	
	
	

	Fri 23 Aug
	P Bowers
	B Lansley
	
	
	
	

	Thu 29 Aug
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	
	

	Fri 30 Aug
	P Bowers
	
	
	
	
	


 (…….) provisional, subject to confirmation    * morning only

The name of the person in charge on a particular day is printed in italics.

P Bowers    01255 504540 or 07880 744730    R Leishman     01442 874536 or 07850 170858

R Orth        01494 786868 or 07733 09203       R  Pittaway     01296 630968 or 07946 48415
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