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At last we seem to be making progress after the bad weather and foot & mouth closure of the site. Four base sections, two at Little Tring Bridge and two at the winding hole end have been cast. We had hoped to make great progress during the WRG camp week 11th to 18th August when we were expecting at least twenty WRG volunteers but I have today heard that, apart from four BITM members who are staying for the whole week, there were only two WRG volunteers! To make matters worse, the camp leader and his deputy are now unable to come and, at the time of writing, there are no cooking arrangements from Sunday onwards. WRG have decided to send their only two volunteers to work at Droitwich leaving us with only the four BITM members for the whole week. BITM have come to the rescue in that they are spending Saturday 11th/Sunday 12th with us with a good turnout of about 18 members.

As a result our hopes of one if not two pours a day in order to catch up with the programme of work have now evaporated.  Just to make matters worse our target of having both a base and a wall section to pour on Saturday 11th was blown off course by thunderstorms and heavy rain today (9th). Although we completed the wall formwork for a pour on Saturday, the state of the roadway by the end of the day may mean cancelling the ready-mix if there is a danger of the lorry getting stuck. 

A further delay is the extra depth we are having to excavate for a length of the wall near the winding hole due to poor ground conditions. It is not possible to use an excavator for this work which is using up a lot of manpower, again making it difficult to get back on programme. 

Finally, many thanks to those who kept the work going so well in my absence on summer cruising during June and July.

Jim Powell

I am sure that you will be as sorry as I was to receive the news that Jim Powell is leaving us to return to the Isle of Man on August 19th.  Jim got us started with plant operation and his advice and experience will be sorely missed. Nevertheless we wish him all the best for the future and hope that he will visit us if he returns to the mainland in the future.

Ray Orth, our Health & Safety Co-ordinator has agreed to take over Jim’s job as Excavator and Dumper Examiner.  

Web Site

The address of our working party web site is

                                                    nsa.dircon.co.uk/wendover.htm

General Notes
Hard hats for use at all times and high visibility jackets to be worn on sites with mobile plant in use are kept in the store at Tringford and must be drawn/returned there. One first aid kit is kept in the store; another is kept in the VW transporter for use on site. Also available are ear defenders and goggles that must be worn when using strimmers, angle grinders and the like.

My mobile phone number at working parties is 07850-170858. It is not always left on continuously but has a message facility that I check from time to time.

We normally work from 10am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) other than times when we are hiring plant or taking delivery of ready-mix concrete early in the morning when some volunteers are asked to start at 9am.  There are breaks for morning coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.  However, do not feel bound by these times, as half a day is better than no help at all.  We have an electric kettle and tea urn at the hut; also there is an outside tap for drinking water.

DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES (OTHERS MAY BE ARRANGED AT SHORT NOTICE)
	  DATE
	WORKING AT
	WORK TO BE DONE

	Wednesday 8th August and

Thursday 9th August 2001
	Little Tring ** (see General

               Notes re start times)
	Pour base/wall sections and move formwork for next pours.

	Saturday 11th August to

Saturday 18th August 2001
	Little Tring ** 
	Daily pour of base/wall sections and move formwork for next pour

except no pour on Sunday 12th.

Excavation and blinding for  walls.

	Saturday 1st September and

Sunday 2nd September 2001
	Little Tring ** 
	Pour base/wall sections and move formwork. Blinding concrete.

	Thursday 13th September 2001
	Little Tring **
	With Pete Bowers, probably towpath work and hedge planting.

	Tuesday 18th September and

Wednesday 19th September 2001
	Little Tring **
	With Pete Bowers, pour base/wall sections and move formwork. Blinding concrete.

	Saturday 6th October and

Sunday 7th October 2001
	Little Tring **
	Pour base/wall sections and move formwork. Blinding concrete.

	Thursday 11th October 2001
	Little Tring **
	With Pete Bowers, probably towpath work and hedge planting.

	Thursday 18th October and

Friday 19th October 2001
	Little Tring **
	With Pete Bowers, pour base/wall sections and move formwork. Blinding concrete.

	Thursday 1st November and

Friday 2nd November 2001
	Little Tring **
	With Pete Bowers, pour base/wall sections and move formwork. Blinding concrete.

	Saturday 3rd November and

Sunday 4th November 2001
	Little Tring **
	Pour base/wall sections and move formwork. Blinding concrete.

	Thursday 8th November 2001
	Little Tring **
	With Pete Bowers, probably towpath work and hedge planting.

	Saturday 1st December and

Sunday 2nd December 2001
	Little Tring **
	Pour base/wall sections and move formwork. Blinding concrete.


Roger Leishman, Restoration Director (Tel:01442 874536, e-mail  rleishman@ukgateway.net)

PAGE  
2

