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First and foremost I have to thank all those who worked so hard over the October 5th/6th/7th weekend for completing all the scheduled tasks, despite the atrocious weather on Saturday, and an 8pm finish on Sunday in the dark. This includes not only to our own working party members but the Waterway Recovery Group (BITM) and the Canal Boat and Inland Waterways ‘Go Diggers’ who worked over the weekend. 

The Trust made an initial application earlier in the year to the IWA Restoration Committee for one of two grants of around £100,000 resulting from bequests left to the IWA by Neil Pitts and Ted Wilkinson each to be used for a canal restoration project, in the latter case the project to be in the south of England.   The Trust was short listed with seven other submissions out of around twenty initial applications and have now made a detailed submission.  One result of this was an unannounced visit by a member of the IWA Restoration Committee to our site on Sunday 8th October – he must have been very interested as he stayed until 8pm!  We await the outcome with crossed fingers.

DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES

	  DATE
	WORKING AT
	WORK TO BE DONE

	Tuesday 17th October and Wednesday 18th October 2000
	Little Tring 10am
	Phase II clearance at Little Tring with Pete Bowers.

	Thursday 26th October and Friday 27th October 2000
	Little Tring 10am
	Phase II clearance at Little Tring with Pete Bowers.

	Saturday 4th November and

Sunday 5th November 2000
	Little Tring 10am
	Towpath work and Phase II clearance at Little Tring

	Thursday 9th November and Friday 10th November 2000
	Little Tring 10am
	Phase II clearance at Little Tring with Pete Bowers.

	Monday 27th November and Tuesday 28th November 2000
	Little Tring 10am
	Phase II clearance at Little Tring with Pete Bowers.

	Saturday 2nd December and

Sunday 3rd December 2000
	Little Tring 10am
	Towpath work and Phase II clearance at Little Tring

	Thursday 14th December and

Friday 15th December 2000
	Little Tring 10am
	Phase II clearance at Little Tring with Pete Bowers.

	Saturday 6th January and

Sunday 7th January 2001
	Little Tring 10am 
	Towpath work and Phase II clearance at Little Tring


Many thanks to those of you who phone up to say you are coming to working parties.  If you are coming to one of Pete Bowers’ weekday sessions please call him on 01255 504540 – he also has a mobile number, 07880 744730, for you to contact him including when he is on site.

LATEST NEWS: -

Progress Report

Phase 1

Construction of the Stage 1 towpath wall between the tip and the bridge is complete except for some backfilling, laying a grass towpath and planting a towpath hedge. We hope that planting the hedge, which is scheduled for Autumn 2001, will be done for us by local conservationists.

Thanks to the free loan of an excavator by Priory Construction (the bridge contractors) the excavation for the wall in the nose of the winding hole has been completed to 4” above finished excavation. At present there is no money to carry out major work to this stage.

Stage 3 is the formation (and subsequent removal just prior to final opening) of a bund in the stop lock to enable the ends of the lock to be exposed for connection to the new works. This was completed over the October weekend working party with the assistance of BITM and only requires some additional tipping to give sufficient width for diverting the towpath and footpath as necessary. 

Stage 4 is the towpath wall under the bridge and has to await completion of the bridge for work to commence.

Stage 5 is the towpath wall between the lock and the bridge currently in use as the footpath diversion and has to await completion of the bridge and Stage 6 – see below.

Stage 6 is the footpath wall between the lock and the bridge. As this is currently closed for the bridge reconstruction the opportunity was taken at the October weekend, again thanks to the free loan of an excavator and dumper from Priory Construction, to commence the excavation for this length of wall (which is funded by the IWA Herts Branch donation).  After setting out the line of the wall, excavation commenced and exposed the original canal wall. At the bridge end it is within an inch of the line set out for the new wall but is straight so far rather than curving round towards the lock. The Trust is discussing with the BW Project Engineer, John Kearsey, whether all or part of the wall can be retained. 

The contract for Little Tring Bridge is still progressing well although it is three weeks behind schedule at present because of the need to relocate the gas main. At the time of writing the south abutment concrete has been cast and facing brickwork commenced. The north abutment only requires the top pour of concrete before it is ready for brick facing.

Phase II

Clearance towards Whitehouses is proceeding well, Pete Bowers and his weekday volunteers are making steady progress but he could do with one or two more to assist his weekday parties. In addition, BITM made great progress over the October work party weekend especially with stumps that had been too severely cut back. Do remember to leave about 24” of trunk/s when cutting down trees and scrub to give enough anchorage for a Tirfor to pull on.

The Highway Authority is currently going through the procedures to let a design and build contract for the by-pass. John Kearsey will keep us posted when things begin to move both on the design and construction fronts.

Wendover Arm Festival 

I am pleased to be able to tell you that the field is available for 2001 and the Festival Committee have already met and are looking for assistance from anyone with time to spare.

Local Authority Forum

The visit of eight out of ten of our Local Authority representatives to visit the site on the afternoon of Sunday 8th October seems to have been a success. Apart from the many and varied works going on, the number of volunteers on site including BITM was very impressive (41 on both Saturday and Sunday)

Go Digging

As a result of the appeal by Canal Boat and Inland Waterways we had 6 volunteers on Saturday (in the rain!) and one on Sunday. They are being sent this newsletter in the hope they are gluttons for punishment. Many thanks to you all.

National Waterways Festival

The Trust stand was fully manned other than on the Friday, thanks to all working party members who transported, put up and dismantled the tent and manned it over the weekend. It was good publicity for the Trust.

Web Site

The address of our working party web site is

                                                    nsa.dircon.co.uk/wendover.htm

The link from our website to another site called  ‘Chilternweb’ has now been dropped as it held totally erroneous information about our restoration

Publicity

Some of you may have read the last update on our restoration in Waterways World. I found that there was an inaccuracy in every sentence. They have been duly admonished and our Publicity Officer, John Savage, is supplying them with up to date and accurate news to be published in the near future.

General Notes

Hard hats for use at all times and high visibility jackets to be worn on sites with mobile plant in use are kept in the store at Tringford and must be drawn/returned there. One first aid kit is kept in the store; another is kept in the VW transporter for use on site. Also available are ear defenders and goggles that must be worn when using strimmers, angle grinders and the like.

My mobile phone number at working parties is 07850-170858. It is not always left on continuously but has a message facility that I check from time to time.

We normally work from 10am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) other than times when we are hiring plant or taking delivery of ready-mix concrete early in the morning when some volunteers are asked to start at 9am.  There are breaks for morning coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.  However, do not feel bound by these times, as half a day is better than no help at all.  We have an electric kettle and tea urn at the hut; also there is an outside tap for drinking water.

Roger Leishman, Restoration Director (Tel:01442 874536, e-mail  rleishman@ukgateway.net)
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