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We are still making progress with the Stage 1 wall, we have now poured seventeen base sections and fourteen wall sections.  Work has also progressed on temporary roadways and strimming at Drayton Beauchamp; we have also started the backfilling behind the new towpath wall giving a better impression of how Stage 1 will look when completed.  Some progress has been made with stumping for Phase II at Little Tring but the new wall has taken priority over this work. Please support Ken Graves in his effort to extend the temporary roads during the week Monday 3rd to Friday April 7th next by giving him a ring on 01494 563813 if you able to help him on one or more days.

DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES

	  DATE
	WORKING AT
	WORK TO BE DONE

	Saturday 1st April & Sunday 2nd April 2000
	Little Tring at 9am
	Pour wall section 15 and base section 18 on Saturday and re-erect formwork on Sunday. Strimming at Drayton Beauchamp with Greg Bisgrove on Sunday. 

Work on temporary roadways and backfilling behind towpath wall.

	Monday 3rd April to Friday 7th April 2000
	Little Tring at 9am
	Excavation, building temporary roads and backfilling behind towpath wall with Ken Graves. 

	Thursday 13th April & Friday 14th April 2000
	Little Tring at 9am
	Pour wall section 16 on Thursday and re-erect formwork on Friday with Pete Bowers.

	Tuesday 18th April & Wednesday 19th April 2000
	Little Tring at 9am
	Pour base section 19 on Tuesday and re-erect formwork on Wednesday with Pete Bowers.

	Saturday 6th May and Sunday 7th May 2000
	Little Tring at 9am
	Pour wall section 17 and base section 20 on Saturday and re-erect formwork on Sunday. 

Work on temporary roadways and backfilling behind towpath wall.

	Thursday 11th May and Friday 12th May 2000
	Little Tring at 9am
	Pour base section 21 on Thursday and re-erect formwork on Friday with Ron Pittaway.

	Wednesday 17th May and

Thursday 18th May 2000
	Little Tring at 9am
	Pour wall section 18 on Thursday and re-erect formwork on Friday with Ron Pittaway.


	WAT CANAL FESTIVAL
	
	

	Thursday 25th May 2000
	Tringford Pumping station at 9am 
	Load up and take fencing to Festival Site

	Friday 26th May 2000
	Festival site 10am
	Erect fencing for Festival site

	Saturday 27th May 2000
	Little Tring 9am
	Pour wall section 19 and base section 22

	Sunday 28th May and Monday 29th May 2000
	Little Tring 10am
	Re-erect shuttering and guided tours of the restoration site for visitors to the Festival

	Tuesday 30th May 2000
	Little Tring and Festival site
	Stow away fencing and other equipment from Festival site to Tringford Pumping Station


MORE DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES

I am not arranging a work party for the first weekend in June, as most volunteers will be taking their boats back/had enough after the Festival weekend. 

	Thursday 8th and Friday 9th June 2000
	Little Tring 10am
	Pour base section 23 on Thursday and re-erect formwork on Friday with Pete Bowers. 

	Saturday 1st July and Sunday 2nd July 2000 
	Little Tring 10am
	Pour wall section 20 and base section 24 (last for Stage 1) on Saturday and re-erect formwork (wall only) on Sunday.

	Thursday 13th July and Friday 14th July 2000
	Little Tring 10am
	Pour wall section 21 on Thursday and re-erect formwork on Friday with Pete Bowers


LATEST NEWS: -
Wendover Arm Festival 

We are undertaking the task of moving the fencing from the pumping station to the festival site on Thursday 25th and putting it up on Friday 26th May and taking it back on Tuesday 30th May 2000.  On Saturday 27th May it is the intention to pour concrete for a base and a wall section (the ready-mix plants are closed on the next two days) so that the public can see us taking down and re-erecting the formwork on the public days, Sunday 28th and Monday 29th May 2000. Chiltern Branch of the IWA will be manning the information tent at the lock with our assistance and we will also be taking guided tours on the same lines as last year but with a lot more to show the visitors.

 The several hundred bottles cleaned by our volunteers (the ladies) will be on sale at the Festival and it will be interesting to see how much money they raise. 

The mooring space between the pumping station and the lock is again being reserved for members of the work party who are bringing their boats (six are already booked in),

Many thanks to Val and Bert Matraves who offered to prepare the restoration display stands for the Festival.

Wendover Arm Festival (continued)

Beryl and Barry Martin are holding a sale of second hand books at the Festival so, if any of you have books, particularly paperbacks, that you want to dispose of, please bring them to the next working party and leave them in a cardboard box at the Trust hut at Tringford Pumping Station.

Those of you who have boating items that are surplus to your requirements can bring them to the Festival where Chiltern Branch will sell them for you.  You receive the sale price less 20% commission deducted for Chiltern Branch funds. 

WRG “Bit In The Middle”(BITM)

Our thanks to the members of BITM who assisted us with the concrete pours, setting up formwork and temporary road making over the weekend 19th/20th February 2000.  They will be helping the Trust as usual over the Festival weekend and are also hoping to come for another ‘restoration’ weekend in the autumn.

"Odd Jobs"

There are various jobs that need doing that could be done if two or three volunteers are available at any time - these are:

Repair and erect warning sign by Little Tring Bridge.

Servicing/cleaning plant and hand tools.

Repair damaged rabbit proof netting alongside the tip – complete thanks to Bob Ford

Replace stolen fencepost on ‘triangle’ near the farm crossing – complete thanks to Ray Orth

Towpath

As already mentioned, backfilling behind the towpath wall has already started and there is a possibility that Tring Environmental Forum will undertake the task of replanting the towpath hedge in the autumn. 

Restoration costs

Apart from concrete, all the materials for Stage 1 have been purchased and the good news is that it looks likely that the budget of £22,990 for this stage will be under spent by £2-3000.  Nevertheless the Trust is still short of some £90,000 to complete Phase 1 and we have had little success in obtaining grants so far. I have just read in the paper that the National Lottery Funds are sitting on many millions of pounds that have not been allocated to projects so far – it does seem unfair that we are unable to obtain any money from them despite our request to the Heritage Lottery Fund who ought to support the Trust’s aim to rebuild Little Tring Bridge in the original canal style.  John Kearsey, BW Project Engineer for the restoration is even researching the type and colour of bricks to be used in an endeavour to replicate the original bridge. He is arranging for some sample panels of brickwork to be built at the foot of the embankment to be on display in time for the Festival so watch that space!

Little Tring Bridge

BW is still on target to commence the rebuilding this year and hope to seek tenders from six contractors in the next few weeks.  The start is subject to formal highway/planning approval and dealing with BT fibre optic cables that run over the bridge, so we hope that there will not be any last minute snags.

Aston Clinton By-pass

Again, good news. Work is scheduled to commence in April 2001 and BW have asked the Highway Authority to construct the new channel to ‘Little Tring navigational design’ so as to cater for the volume of water from the by-pass that the Highway Authority want to drain directly into the canal bed (via oil interceptors).   BW also intends to extend the channel as far as the first manhole east of Drayton Beauchamp Bridge because of existing leakage causing flooding in this area.

Web Site

The address of our working party web site is

                                                    nsa.dircon.co.uk/wendover.htm

Health & Safety

The Restoration Handbook has now been issued to volunteers. 

IWA National Waterways Festival at Waltham Abbey, August 25th-28th 2000

The Trust has applied for space for a stand at this event but have the problem of manning for all the days of the Festival.  Will anyone who is going to the Festival anyway plus any others who are willing to assist please contact the Trust Secretary, John Hopkins on 01908 311521. In particular a volunteer is required to organise the stand, preferable someone who is attending the Festival full-time. This is a great opportunity to raise the profile of the Trust and canvass for new members.

General Notes

Hard hats for use at all times and high visibility jackets to be worn on sites with mobile plant in use are kept in the store at Tringford and must be drawn/returned there. One first aid kit is kept in the store; another is kept in the VW transporter for use on site. Also available are ear defenders and goggles that must be worn when using strimmers, angle grinders and the like.

My mobile phone number at working parties is 0850-170858. It is not always left on continuously but has a message facility that I check from time to time.

We normally work from 10am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) other than times when we are hiring plant or taking delivery of ready-mix concrete early in the morning when some volunteers are asked to start at 9am.  There are breaks for morning coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.  However, do not feel bound by these times, as half a day is better than no help at all.  We have an electric kettle and tea urn at the hut; also there is an outside tap for drinking water.

Roger Leishman, Restoration Director (Tel:01442 874536, e-mail  rleishman@ukgateway.net)
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