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WORKING PARTY NEWS

October 1999

My apologies for the delay in publishing this newsletter but, as many of you know, I
had a rather abrupt departure from the working party on Friday 24th September followed
by ten days as a guest of Hemel Hospital! Thanks to all who enquired after me and to
those who kept things running in my absence. A warning - the cause of my kidney stone
was dehydration so make sure that you drink enough when on the working parties.

DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES

Date

Meet at

Work

Saturday 6th Nov &
Sunday 7th Nov 1999

Little Tring
@ 10.00am

Pour section of wall (Saturday)
and strip/erect formwork (Sunday)
Stumping at Little Tring with Greg
Bisgrove on Sunday.

Thursday 11th Nov &
Friday 12th Nov 1999

Little Tring
@ 10.00am

Stumping at Little Tring with Pete
Bowizrs. We may concrete a section of
wall.

Saturday 4th Dec &
Sunday 5th Dec 1999

Little Tring
@ 10.00am

Pour section of wall/base (Saturday)
and strip/erect formwork (Sunday)
Stumping at Little Tring with Greg
Bisgrove on Sunday.

Thursday 9th Dec &
Friday 10th Dec 1999

Little Tring
@ 10.00am

Stumping at Little Tring with Pete
Bowers. We may concrete a section of
wall/base.

Saturday 8th Jan &
Sunday 9th Jan 2000

Little Tring
@ 10.00am

Pour section of wall/base (Saturday)
and strip/erect formwork (Sunday)
Strimming at Drayton Beauchamp with
Greg Bisgrove on Sunday.

Thursday 13th Jan &
Friday 14th Jan 2000

Little Tring
@ 10.00am

Stumping at Littie Tring with Pete
Bowers. We may concrete a section of
wall/base.

Tuesday 18th Jan 2000

Little Tring
@ 10.00am

Stumping at Little Tring with Pete
Bowers.

Saturday 5th Feb &
Sunday 6th Feb 2000

Little Tring
@ 10.00am

Pour section of wall/base (Saturday)
and strip/erect formwork (Sunday)
Strimming at Drayton Beauchamp with
Greg Bisgrove on Sunday.

Thursday 10th Feb &
Friday 11th Feb 2000

Little Tring
@ 10.00am

Stumping at Little Tring with Pete
Bowers. We may concrete a section of
wall/base.

Monday 21st Feb &
Tuesday 22nd Feb 2000

Little Tring
@ 10.00am

Stumping at Little Tring with Pete
Bowers. We may concrete a section of
wall/base.





[image: image2.png]LATEST NEWS:-
Excavation for stage 1 is complete.

Blinding concrete for stage 1 is complete.

Reinforced concrete towpath wall for stage 1 is 31% complete (5 wall sections and
11 base sections out of 24 sections in all)

As most regular volunteers are aware, it is now critical that I know in advance who is
coming to the work parties where we pour ready-mix concrete and strip/re-erect
formwork. If I am not assured of sufficient numbers (or good weather) 1 have to cancel
the work. Could you please make an effort and let me know at least a week in advance
whether or not you are able to attend.

Little Tring Bridge
ere are sti some details to be finalised prior to obtaining formal agreement of the
Highway and Local Authorities for the rebuilding of the bridge which is expected to be

let to contract early next spring. It is felt that a better contract price will be
obtgined if the work is carried out in the spring and summer during better weather
conditions.

Aston Clinton By-pass
Things are begimning to move on this front. The Trust and BW are meeting on 5th
November 1999 to discuss their joint requirements, followed by a meeting/s with the

Highway Authority's Project Manager to thrash out the details. I am hopeful that the
outcome will be a leakproof navigable canal from a winding hole west of the new by-pass
to the first manhole on the pipeline east of Drayton Beauchamp bridge. The Trust's
proposal is for a Bentonite liner protected by concrete throughout this length with a
reinforced concrete towpath wall only required east of Drayton bridge where the canal
is on the side of the hill, the remainder being in a cutting.

"Odd Jobs"

There are various jobs that need doing that could be done if two or three volunteers

are available at any time - these are:
Tranship sand from the hut to the work site.
Erect chestnut paling fence at Little Tring bridge.
Repair and erect warning sign by Little Tring bridge.
Cut Allthread rods to length for use in shuttering.
Bend reinforcement mesh for towpath wall.
Servicing/cleaning plant and hand tools.

Web Site

e address of our working party web site is
nsa.dircon.co.uk/wendover . htw

Health & Safet

Ray Orth, assisted by Joyce Smith, has nearly completed the restoration manual for all
regular volunteers which includes the Trust's Health and Safety Policy. The main delay
has been my enforced absence as I have some items still to write for the manual. It
will be issued in A5 size ring binders for ease of updating and you will be asked to
sign a form stating that you have read and understood the manual. It will also include
certification of those trained and found competent to use all items of plant and

equipment.

One matter still of concern is that, as far as I am aware, there are no volunteers who
are first aid trained with a current certificate. Is there anyone who is trained with a
current certificate or anyone who is willing to be trained?

General Notes

Hard hats for use at all times and high visibility jackets to be worn on sites with
mobile plant in use are kept in the store at Tringford and must be drawn/refurned
there. One first aid kit is kept in the store, another is be kept in the W tramsporter
for use n site. Also available are ear defenders and goggles which must be worn when
using strimmers, angle grinders and the like.

My mobile phone number at working parties is 0850-170858. It is not always left on
continuously but has a message facility which I check from time to time.

We normally work from 10am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) with breaks for morning
coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.
However, do not feel bound by these times as half a day is better than no help at all.
We have an electric kettle and tea urn at the hut, also there is an outside tap for
drinking water.

Roger Leishman, Restoration Director (Tel:01442 874536)





