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-~ WITH COMPLIMENTS OF THE SEASON AND MANY THANKS
- TO ALL OF YOU WHO HAVE WORKED SO HARD IN 1998

Those of you who were at the Saturday 31st October work party will remember the day as
the first time we had to stop work (at 3pm) because of abnormal weather conditions.
During 1996 and 1997 we never had bad weather for our work parties but this year has
been rather different! I am now making provision in our Phase I budget for some
military type perforated road tracks as we cannot afford to have heavy vehicles such as
ready-mix concrete lorries bogged down when we do not have an excavator on site for
towing them out.

DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES

Date Meet at Work
Saturday 5th Dec. & Little Tring Concentrate on laying blinding
Sunday 6th Dec.1998 @ 10.00am** concrete with mini JCB and Jim

Powell's dumper to assist in
excavation and also road surfacing.
Scrub bashing and stumping at Little
Tring with Greg Bisgrove.

Thursday 10th Dec. &
Friday 11th Dec.1998

Little Tring
@ 10.00am

Serub bashing and stumping at Little
Tring with Pete Bowers

Saturday 2nd Jan. &
Sunday 3rd Jan.1999

Little Tring
@ 10.00am**

Continue with excavating for

the towpath wall and placing
blinding concrete.

Strimming the canal bed at

Drayton Beauchamp with Greg Bisgrove.

Thursday 14th Jan,
Friday 15th Jan &
Saturday 16th Jan 1999

Little Tring
@ 10.00am

Scrub bashing and stumping at Little
Tring with Pete Bowers.

Wednesday 27th Jan.,
Thursday 28th Jan, &
Friday 29th Jan 1999

Little Tring
@ 10.00am

Scrub bashing and stumping at Little
Tring with Pete Bowers.

Saturday 6th Feb &
Sunday 7th Feb 1999

Little Tring
@ 10.00am

Laying blinding concrete.
Strimming the canal bed at
Drayton Beauchamp with Greg Bisgrove.

Thursday 11th Feb,
Friday 12th Feb &
Saturday 13th Feb 1999

Little Tring
@ 10.00am

Scrub bashing and stumping at Little
Tring with Pete Bowers.

Thursday 25th Feb,
Friday 26th Feb 1999

Little Tring
@ 10.00am

Scrub bashing and stumping at Little
Tring with Pete Bowers.

Saturday 6th Mar &
Sunday 7th Mar 1999

Little Tring
@ 10.00am

Hopefully the blinding concrete will
be completed and we will start to
erect shuttering for the base of the
wall.

Strimming the canal bed at

Drayton Beauchamp with Greg Bisgrove.

%% | shall ask some volunteers, particularly plant operators, to start at 9am.





[image: image2.png]Gregg Bisgrove, who is looking after the annual winter strimming from Drayton Beauchsmp
Bridge to the Herts/Bucks county boundary, does not want to start this work until the
New Year as the late growth this autumn has meant that the annual growth has not yet
died off.

The weekday scrub bashing parties at Little Tring have been very successful and Pete
Bowers has given me a list of dates which I have included on which he will be on site
so those volunteers who prefer weekday work or just plain scrub bashing please come
forward. We are also aiming to keep up with removing stumps as we go.

I will still be most grateful for a phone call in advance to let me know if you are
coming to a work party.

LATEST NEWS:—

Excavation

Despite the appalling weather on the Saturday at the November work party, we were able
to continue with excavation on the Sunday by working into the old tip towards the end
of the towpath wall for Phase Ia. Excavation for stage 1 is now 75% complete.

Blinding concrete
This 1s 20% complete for stage 1 and we hope, weather permitting, to make good progress
at the December work party.

Shutterigg;éformwork
Rodney Hardwicke's son, Graham, saw one of our newsletters and, to cut a long story

short, is an engineer with Doyles of Welwyn Garden City on a site where they have just
finished casting a concrete structure. They had heaps of timber shuttering that was
going to tip and, thanks to Eddy Evan's new van, we were able to collect enough
excellent timber., werth several hundred pounds new, to make all the shuttering we need
for the base of the reinforced concrete wall. Our grateful thanks to Graham Hardwicke
and Doyles. 1 shall be arranging some small weekday work parties to fabricate the
timber shuttering in the coming months.

In addition., Ron Pittaway has nearly completed negotiations with RMD for the purchase
of secondhand shot blasted steel panel shuttering and all supports for the upright part
of the towpath wall.

Reinforcement
Eddy Evans is fabricating a jig to bend steel reinforcing mesh for the wall to a right
angle, We will also need additional reinforcing bars to be specified by BW.

Concreti

The wall will be cast in approx. 10 metre lengths, first the base of the wall followed
by the wall itself. After we have poured the first two lengths of the base of the wall,
we will then shutter and pour at the same time one length of base and one length of
wall, a total of just over 6 cubic metres of concrete. We have to take into account a)
we cammot leave a long time between pours and b) ready-mix concrete is more expensive
at weekends, except possibly Saturday mornings. As the towpath wall for stage 1 is
about 220 metres long, this is at least 22 deliveries of ready-mix concrete with
striking and erecting shuttering between deliveries. Normally the shuttering should be
taken down the day after the pour. Striking and erecting shuttering will probably take
a good day depending on the number of volunteers available, pouring the concrete using
the vibrator pokers is probably less than bhalf a day's work for, say, four people. We
will have to organise a rota of people willing to work to help with this work, ideally
on the basis that we do two pours a week but not with the same people all the time if
enough volunteers are to hand. I would hope that one pour could be on a Saturday
followed by striking and erecting shuttering on the Sunday, the other pour on a
weekday. I shall be discussing this in the near future but please let me know your
views as soon as possible.

Road access to the site

The access road through the site has suffered badly because of recent bad weather and
the continuous traffic from our JCB and dumpers. On the Sunday of the last work party
repairs were made, including transverse drains, to the road from the gate for over half
the length. At the December work party this work will continue with the assistance of
the mini JCB with the aim of providing a vehicular track close fo the towpath hedge up
to the start of the towpath wall where it will have to swing in front of the blinding,
clear of shuttering props but close enough and high enough for ready-mix lorries to
discharge. We have now learnt our lesson regarding the impermeability of the chalky
clay so the road must have a topping of at least 12" of ash from the tip with metal
tracks on top. This road must not be used by JCBs and big dumpers which are to be
routed on the non—towpath side of the vehicular track. Until things are sorted out, car
parking will be difficult and probably have to be near the gate or in line alongside
the towpath hedge.





