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W have already completed excavating about 80Q metres out of 220 metres of towpath wall
for stage 1 at Little Tring despite the ‘'hiccup' over planning permission, now
satisfactorily resolved. Because of the Chiltern Branch outing on Sunday September 6th
1998, I had said that we would not have a September Working Party. However, Margarct
suggested that it would be a good idea to get on with the blinding concrete so I have
scheduled a Working Party for Saturday 5th September. Would you please let me know if
you can come to this work party so that I can schedule for sufficient materials and
plant, hopefully to get the blinding complete as far as the farm crossing.

1 have now confirmed the final water level with John Kearsey of BW; Bob Ford and
Margaret have helped me to complete the survey of the towpath boundary from Little
Tring Bridge to the end of the tipped section. This has enabled me to determine the
line of the canal from Little Tring bridge to the straight on the tip past the winding
hele and hence set out the face and levels of the wall for laying the blinding
concrete.

DATES FOR WCRKING PARTIES

Date Meet at Work
Saturday 5th Sept.1898 Little Tring Hand excavate for and place
@ 10.00am concrete blinding for towpath

wall,

Saturday 3rd Oct. & Little Tring Continue with excavating for

Sunday 2nd Oct. 1998 @ 10.00am** the towpath wall and placing
blinding concrete.

Saturday 31st Oct. & Little Tring Continue with excavating for

Sunday 1st Nov,1998 @ 10.00am** the towpath wall and placing
blinding concrete.

Sunday 1st Nov.1998 @ 10.00am Strimming the canal bed at
Drayton Beauchamp - see below.

Saturday 5th Dec. & Little Tring Continue with excavating for

Sunday 6th Dec.1998 @ 10.00am¥* the towpath wall and placing
blinding concrete.

Sunday €th dec.1998 @ 10.00am Strimeing the canal bed at

Drayton Beauchamp - see below.
*% | shall ask some volunteers, particularly plant operators, to start at 9am.

Gregg Bisgrove has agreed to look after the anmnual winter strimming from Drayton
Beauchamp Bridge to the Herts/Bucks county boundary. We will all meet at Little
Tring so that those going to Drayton Beauchamp, mno more than six, can collect
tools, hard hats etc. Because of the problems we have had with car thefts at
Drayton Beauchamp, it is suggested that it may be best to ferry volunteers up fo
the site and collect them at the end of the day. If anyone would particularly like
te join the Sunday strimming parties, please let me kmow.

Ken Graves is looking after the levelling of the roadway through the tip and the
resiting of the gate and stile at the cart track entrance as soon as BW agree the
resiting with Herts County Council. This is urgent if we are to get large lorries
onto the site.

We are most grateful to Jim Powell for the dumper he has aquired and which we shall
use for carting tools and materials about at Little Tring.
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The Towpath Wall

1 have been asked by several people to explain what we are doing. We are at
present excavating for the towpath wall between Little Tring Bridge and the

winding hole and the following diagram will help to explain the work required:

The present bank, showm by a
broken line, is machine
excavated to the profile shown
by a chain-dotted 1line. The
bottom of this excavation is
deliberately left at a level
well above the final level of
excavation so that the surface
is not swollen/shrunk by
extremes of weather. Next it is
hand excavated to 2" below the
base of the new towpath wall and
the same d 2" of 'blinding
concrete’ is iaid to protect (or
blind) the surface from the
weather. If the surface is left
exposed to the weather this
could result in an unstable base
for the wall. The blinding also

provides a firm base on which to
GRAMERL £r0t UNIER, erect the shuttering for the

CONCRETE OVER. wall.

The wall is shown as an 'L' shaped reinforced concrete construction but BW and
ourselves are considering the possibility of a mass concrete non-reinforced wall
which would be rectangular in section, i.e. more concrete but no reinforcement and
the concrete poured as one casting rather than two pours with a water bar required
for the 'L' shape. It is a question of balancing materials costs against speed and
ecase of construction by our volunteer labour. Either way we will need to erect
shuttering for the wall; as I said in my last newsletter, Ron Pittaway is
researching shuttering options.

When concrete for the wall is poured into the shuttering, a plastic insert is cast
into the bottom face of the wall to which the plastic liner of the canal will
eventually be welded. Ray Orth is obtaining some off-cuts of plastic sheeting that
will be used to protect this insert until lining commences.

1 due course, using excavated material from the works, the bank and towpath will
be restored as shown by the full line.

One problem that has been exercising my mind is the best way to pour concrete into
shuttering that will be about 1.5 metres high above ground level and place the
fill behind the wall after the wall is cast. One idea is to obtain a small
elevator that will enable us to lift the materials mechanically. Eddy Evans is
looking out for such a device but if anyone knows where one can be obtained at
reasonable cost, please let me know.

Little Tring Bridge

John Kearsey has reported that the design and costing will be ready by the end of
September this year and that a contract should be let early in the new year.

General Notes

Hard hats are now kept in the store at Tringford and must be drawn/returned there.
The first aid kit is also kept in the store.

My mobile phone number at working parties is 0850-170858. It is not always left on
continuously but has a message facility which I check from time to time so leave a
nmumber for me to call back.

We normally work from 10am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) with breaks for morning
coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and
drinks. However, do not feel bound by these times as half a day is better than no
help at all. We have an electric kettle at the hut and, thanks to Richard House,

the use of a tea urn.
Roger Leishman

Work Party Co—~Ordinator (Tel:01442 874536)




