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Before the Tring Festival and our three day start to restoration proper rather than
scrub bashing etc., I must confess that I was somewhat concerned about our ability to
tackle the relining work at Little Tring. Any doubts that I had were swept away when I
saw how professional a job our volunieers made of the excavation for the first 40
metres for the towpath wall. Some members of the public watching on the Sunday and
Monday had to be convinced that our team, JCB and dumper drivers in particular, were
all volunteers. Well done all concerned. Also our grateful thanks to wives of our
Chiltern Branch volunteers who again did a stirling job at the Lock Cafe. I am told
that the profit was approximately £390.

I am now off on a three week trip on our boat, Mary Beth, and please note that there
will be nc_worki arties in June. Before we can progress much further I have to
confirm the final wafer level with BW, and hence levels of the towpath wall and also
set out the line of the canal from the bridge round past the winding hole.

DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES As many of the working party are Chiltern Branch members,

and the Branch are having their weekend outing the first weekend in July, I am changing
to the second weekend in July:-

Date Meet at 10am** Work
Sunday 12th July 1998 Little Tring This will depend on my setting out

work and I may even put out a call
for volunteers on the Saturday to
make plant hire economic.

Saturday 1st August 1998 Little Tring Hopefully continue with the excava-
Sunday 2nd August 1998 tirllg and blinding for the towpath
wall.

** T may ask some plant operators to start at %am
LATEST NEWS:-

Plant operators

We now have a nucleus of plant operators, JCB and dumper, who will hopefully pass
their certificate of compeience under the IWA/WRG insurance requirements. Our
grateful thanks to Dave Wedd who spent Sunday 10th May with us to train operators
and continued this good work with us over the Festival weekend as well as other
BI™ members who gave us great help, including operating plant.

1f anyone else would like to train as an operator, please let me know so that
training can be arranged. Training costs money so please do not ask unless you are
prepared to use your skill regularly once you are trained.

Saf ety

Whilst using machinery, particularly of the moving kind, we are now wearing hizgh
visibility waistcoats as well as the usual hard hats on any such working sites. I
have ten available but it will help a lot if any volunteers can provide their own.
Please note that., if vou have an accident and are not obheying the site safety
rules, you will not be covered by our insurance.
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1 need to have two or three people, other than myself, who can use the survey
instruments in setting out, in particular levels. I propose to set aside one day,
preferably a weekday, to hold a training course with the dumpy level at Little
Tring. If you would like to join in this course please give me a ring.

PVC Lining

Ron Pittaway has been researching this material and found the supplier is local,
the Dunstable Rubber Co. and the supplier of heat welding equipment for the PVC is
at Welwyn Garden City.

Shuttering

At our working party on the 10th May 1998 we debated the pros and cons of a
concrete block faced wall against a solid reinforced concrete wall and the latter
was agreed to be the best solution although any curves will be a series of
straights. Ron Pittaway is researching steel pan shuttering for this work.

Little Tring Bridge

Nothing further to report at this stage.

Disposal of materials

We are storing topsoil from our excavations on the old rubbish tip site as well as
asphalt which is being stored in a separate heap. I feel sure that there must be a
market for the asphalt, which is in good condition apart from a muddy surface. Any
suggestions are welcome.

Non-toxic spoil is being used to strengthen the bank alongside Miswell Farm, which
bank is badly eroded by the weather and the activities of many rabbits.

There is a live badger sett and we are currently keeping the legal 25 metres away
from it. I am working with the Herts & Middlesex Badger Group (who helped us with
the disused sett on the old tip site) to obtain a badger licence so that we can
work past the sett. The idea of the Badger Group is to provide pipes to extend the
sett away from the bank.

Jim Powell tells me that there is someone interested in the ash in the old tip
although we may not receive any money for it. This is better than having to pay to
have it taken to a licensed tip.

General Notes

i remind you again that we had three attempted/actual car thefts at Drayton
Beauchamp during the February, March and April working parties. In future, when
working away from our vehicles at this spot, we are going to have to ask somecne
to act as a security guard.

Now we are storing tools etc in the hut at Tringford, please note that all the
Trust's tools and equipment are being marked with blue paint. Yellow indicates
Eddy's tools, white my tools. Is there a velunteer to act as ‘toolie' and care for
the Trust's tools kept in the store?

When working at Little Tring, apart from unloading tools, equipment and materials,
we now park cars on the tip length of the canal bed. Please use the route round
the righthand side of the pumping station as access to the hut so as to minimise
disturbance to the residents of the cottage by the pumping station.

Hard hats are now kept in the store at Tringford and must be drawn/returned there.
The first aid kit is also kept in the store.

M, mobile phone number at working parties is 0850-170858. It is mnot left on
continuously but has a message facility which I check from time to time so leave a
number for me to call back.

¥ . normally work from 10am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) with breaks for morning
coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and
drinks. However, do not feel bound by these times as half a day is better than no
help at all. We have an electric kettle at the hut and, thanks to Richard House,
the usz2 of a tea urn.

Roger Leishman

Work Party Co-Ordinator (Tel:01442 874536)




