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Many thanks to all those who turned out for the April 5th working party despite the
worst weather we have had to date, even so there was a record number of 18 volunteers.
ironically, this was the first time we had worked at Little Tring and had our
mess/store hut to use; at least we had lunch in the dry despite a 'full house'.

At the last working party it was agreed that the May working party will bo on Sunday
May 10th 1998 so as to avoid the early May Bank Holiday. Please note this.

Because of the weather we did not complete all of the minor jobs/repairs on April 5th
but hope to complete them on Sunday May 10th. On this day we are hiring a small JCB
cxcavator and a dumper to carry out preparatory work for commencing the towpath wall
between the bridge and the winding hole. It is alse intended to be a training session
on the equipment.

DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES in May are as follows (because of holidays etc. I am making
no firm arrangements for June and July but may arrange some by phone):

Date . Meet _at 10am Work

Sunday 10th May 1998 Little Tring Complete laying paving slabs
for mess/store hut path,
repairs to fencing, general
clearance and ashing access
road extension from the tip
towards the bridge.

Thursday 21st May 1998 Little Tring/ Transporting fencing/chairs
Festival Site etc. from Tringford Pumping
Station to site
Friday 22nd May 1998 Festival site Erecting siie fence etec.
Saturday 23rd May 1998 Little Tring Preparation for Sunday &

Monday construction works.

Sunday 24th May 1998 Little Tring Excavating and blinding for
towpath wall between bridge
and winding hole.

Please note that there will be restricted numbers on the Sat/Sun/Mon construction works
as some mgmbers of the working party will be engaged on other duties at the Festival,
WRG(BI'M) will be helping with the Festival site works, car parking, gates etc. and
will be staying at the Scout Hut at New Mill.

So that I can arrange the work in advance, will all those willing to assist over the
Festival dates either give me a ring or let me know on May 10th if they can help on one
or more of the days.

LOCK CAFE

As most of you know, Margaret Leishman, Chris Evans, Gill Graves and Jo Orth ran a very
successful 'Lock Cafe' in the stop lock last year (a profit of £450). Margaret has just
been asked to run it again this year on the Sunday and Monday when the Festival is open
to the public. There is only room, at the most, for four people on the boat but extra
volunteers to act as relief helpers would be appreciated. If any ladies, working party
members or wives, feel they can help please phone Margaret on 01442 874336.




 

[image: image2.png]LATEST NEWS:-

Little Tring Bridge

Al a meeting of the Trust's Restoration Committee on  20th April 1998, John
Kearsey, BW Project Engineer for the restoration, tabled the outline design for
rebuilding Little Tring Bridge. Discussions have already been held by BW with
Herts County Council Highway Authority whose main concern is that nothing shall be
done to increase the speed of the traffic over the bridge. It seems that they are
happy to accommodate an arch bridge although this will mean a slight increase in
the road level at the bridge.

The next steps are to agree the outline design with the Highway Authority,
complete the design in detail and then clear it with the Planning Authority. It
looks as if construction during 1999 is now reasonably certain as the Trust has
the necessary finances, broadly estimated as £175,000 at this stage, even if no
grants are forthcoming.

Re-lining the canal bed for Phase I

John Kearsey arranged a visit to the Kemnet & Avon Canal at Claverton earlier this
year where re-lining similar to that which will be required on the Arm was in
progress. We learnt a lot and Ron Pittaway has taken in hand all the
investigations into the lining materials and welding methods, including estimated
costs. At the same time I have been investigating other materials costs, which
Graham Cull double checked for me, and have arrived at an estimated cost of
£121,500 for plant ande materials for Phase I re-lining, assuming volunteer labour
and disposal of all non-toxic material by cut and fill on site including partial
filling of the triangular hollow by the winding hole.

Surve;
T have now obtained both a builders level and a theodolite for survey work. I

shall be asking for the odd volunteer to help me on weekdays when the weather has
improved. During the level survey Ron Pittaway and myself took on April 5th it was
interesting to note that the ground level along the tip site is very little above
water level. Those of us who have stood on Little Tring Bridge and wondered at the
legelsur‘ound the 'S' bend at Little Tring can now rest assured that all is level
and well!

Consul tation

The Trust met Councillors {(one per Council) representing all the Councils, from
County downwards, whose areas include any of the Wendover Arm, on 30th March 1998
at Tring Council Offices. The meeting was very constructive, and although
pertinent questions on points such as car parking, construction traffic and wild
life habitats were asked, the Trust received very positive support from most of
the Councillors present and there were no outright objectors. The Bucks CC
representative even apologised for the 'fiasco' at the open meeting held in
Wendﬁver at the time of the Millennium Bid. A further meeting is to be held in six
months time.

General Notes
We have now had three attempted/actual car thefts at Drayton Beachamp during the
February, March and April working parties. In future, when working away from our
vehi(éles at this spot, we are going to have to ask someone to act as a security
guard.

Now we are storing tools etc in the hut at Tringford, please note that all the
Trust's tools and equipment are being marked with blue paint. Yellow indicates
Eddy's tools, white my tools. Is there a volunteer to act as 'toolie' and care for
the Trust's tools kept in the store?

When working at Little Tring, apart from unloading tools, equipment and materials,
we now park cars on the tip length of the canal bed. Please use the route round
the righthand side of the pumping station as access to the hut so as to minimise
disturbance to the residents of the cottage by the pumping station. -

Hard hats are now kept in the store at Tringford and must be drawn/returned there.
The first aid kit is also kept in the store.

My mobile phone number at working parties is 0850-170858. It is not left on
continuously but has a message facility which I check from time to time so leave a
number for me to call back.

We normally work from 10am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) with breaks for morning

coffee/tea, packed lunch and afterncon tea/coffee. We take our own food and

drinks. However, do not feel bound by these times as half a day is better than no
help at all.

Roger Leishman

Work Party Co-Ordinator (Tel:01442 874536)





