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HAPPY CHRISTMAS

First of all my thanks, the Season's
Greetings and a Happy New Year to
of wyou who have attended working
parties during 1997. Many of our new
volunteers have now taken part in one
or more working parties and we are
all most grateful for the extra help
that they have given. During 1997,
like 1996, we again put in just over
1,000 hours of voluntary labour. Well
done!

Just to remind you that I asked for
volunteers for next year's Wendover
Canal Festival. in particular for the
Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd May
1998 before the Faestival weekend.
Please don't forget this event which
is the principal source of our funds
which will be very much needed for
}Sgsworks we will be commencing in

DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES for the next few months are as follows and the dates below

are firm until ihe next newsietier is issued in February:

Date

Sunday 4th January 1898 Little Tring. Strim and tidv from lock to bridge.
Clear scrub and dead wood from
bridge to winding hole. Construct
stile and concrete fence posts.

Sunday 1st February 1988 Drayvton Beauchamp. Stumping and clearing 120 yds of dry
bed at the county boundary.

Sunday 1st March 1998 Drayton Beauchamp. Stumping and clearing 120 yds of dry
bed at the county boundary.

LATEST NEWS AND WORK TO BE DONE in the coming months includes:-

Site Hut John Owen of Wendover, who is donating a scondhand hut 12ft x 24ft to the
Trust for use by our working parties, tells me that he has obtained plaming
permission for his new building and is only awaiting a quote from his builder
before commencing work. It has a very stout floor but the present blockboard
and felt roof required replacing. Step forward any roofers in the working
party! I am hoping that Roger Lewis will transport the sections which are no
more than 8ft x 8ft each with his tractor and trailer. This work may well be
our March working party project.





[image: image2.jpg]Access from Little Tring Road Keith Slade, the farmer at Miswell Farm, has had trouble
from what he thinks are four wheel drive vehicles used by rabbit poachers.
They used bolt cutters to cut the chain on his gate at the end of the track
by our new gate to enter his farm, cut through several fences and gates
finally leaving his farm to cross into an adjoining farm. Keith's worry is
that this left gates open and gaps in fences for his stock to stray,
including into Little Tring Road. He has put a blockade across the entrance
to the track which also cuts off entry to our gate. BW and the Trust have
agreed to this as a short term measure but BW will have to discuss final
security arrangements with Herts County Council, who own the land on both
sides of the canal at this point. I have made arrangements with Keith Slade
to remove the blockade for our working party on January 4th 1998 and when the
Norwich Bottle Club commence their work.

Recovery of bottles from the old rubbish tip. An agreement is currently being made with
the Norwich Botile Club to recover all bottles, broken glass etc from the old
rubbish tip. The Trust will receive £1,500 from the club for these rights and
excavation will commence early in the new year. An excavator will be used and
work will carry on seven days a week until finished. The site is to be left
level and tidy on completion. In the meantime we are still suffering from
illegal bottle digeing, especially annoying where these diggers are throwing
their spoil, including glass, across our road access. We are maintaining a
close watch and Keith Slade is phoning me if he sees any such digging going
on. So far both Ray Orth and myself have stopped illegal diggers. If asked
politely, they will even backfill the hole. If you are in the area and see
digging going on, ask them to leave pointing out that it is private BW land,
asking them to backfill the hole first. If there is any argument, leave them
alone and phone me or, if there is no reply, BW on 01442 825938.

Clearing the tip spoil. I am hopeful that we may have found someone to cart away, free
of charge, the ash left in the tip after the bottles have been recovered. If
this comes about our road access will then have to be along the bottom of the
canal bed.

Little Tl‘il_}% Brigge. The discussions and design are proceeding slowly but have been
welped by BW finding that they have a detailed site investigation carried out
just before the bridge was demolished in 1973.

Re-linine the canal bed for Phase I. 1 am preparing an outline design for the towpath
walls which will be constructed on both sides between the lock and the
winding hole. This will have to be agreed in detail with BW but it is based
on the desig the Feagibility Study but with a hollow concrete block
facing to ! als ruction easier for volunteer labour. The proposal is
that, u > the access via our new gate, we construct all the walls needed
from the winding hole up to the bridee. When the bridge is completed, we will
then have access through the bridge to construct the walls to join up with
the lock. The lock will have to be de-watered and stop planks put across each
end of the the empty gate recesses at the west end of the lock chamber. This
will also provide diversions for the footpath and towpath during
construction. On completion of the walls we can then lay the liner with
concrete cover working our way out from the lock to the winding hole. An
additional bonus, if the tip is cleared, is that we will be able to include
this section which only has a wall on the towpath side. the other side having
a gently sloped bank which will be laid with the central lining. On
completion a bund or dam will be built inside the end of the completed
lining, the stop planks removed from the lock and the water let in -
hopefully to celebrate the vear 2000!

GENERAL
Here are a few notes for new volunteers joining us for the first time:- -

When working at Little Tring, apart from unloading tools, equipment and materials, we
now park cars on the tip lenzth of the canal bed.

1 always have hard hats for loan at working parties. A First Aid kit is kept on site.

My mobile phone wumber at working parties is 0850-170858. It is not left on
continuously but has a message facility which I check from time to time so leave a
number for me to call back.

We nermally work from 10am to S5om (or dark if earlier!) with breaks for morning
coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.
However, do not Teel bmmd hy these times as half a day is better than no help at all.
Roger Leishman

Work Party Co—Ordinator {(Tel:01442 874536)




