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Not many of our recent volunteers who have sent me green forms turned up for the first
working party of the season on October 5th but I am hoping to see all of you at one or
other of our November working parties. Although it is not one of our regular dates, I
would ask you all to make a special effort to come on at least one of the days to
support the Waterways Recovery Group (BITM) when they come to help us in mid-November
{see below). Even a half day 1s better than nothing at all.

Plans are already going ahead for next year's Wendover Canal Festival and help is
wanted, in particular for the Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd May 1998 before the
Festival weekend. Can any of our volunteers who are retired or can manage a day or two
off assist on these days to erect the usual split chestnut fence that goes round the
Sitﬁ and any other advance jobs? If so please let me know so that we can take this
work on.

DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES for the next few months are as follows and the dates below
are Tirm imtil the next newsletter is issued, hopefully in December:

Date Meet at 10am Work
Sunday 2nd November 1997 Drayton Beauchamp Bridge Strimming the cleared section.

Saturday 15th and
Sunday 16th November 1997 Little Tring
The Waterways Recovery Group, ("Bit In The Middle")are
spending a working weekend with us, spending Friday and
Saturday nighi in a local hall where they do all their own
catering for the weekend.
As the Dboundary for the offside
has now been agreed, we are going
to make this top priority for the
weekend. Ken Graves will again
demonstrate his expertise - at
constructing a stile! We will also
be clearing dead trees from the
towpath hedge and finish clearing
the site of the winding hole. We
are hoping to have the use of the
excavator on the Sunday to dig out
tree stumps and level some of the
ground on the offside fenceline.

Sunday Tth December 1997 Drayton Beauchamp Bridge Complete strimning the cleared
> section. Depending on any
outstanding work from the wmid-
November weekend, we may move up to

Little Tring for some of the day.

Sunday 4th January 1998 Little Tring The work to be done yet to be
decided.
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Site Hut I have now had the offer of a 12ft x 24ft hut from a Trust member who is
applying for planning permission to replace it with a permanent structure. if
he gets planning permission he will give the but to the Trust although it
will need some repairs which could well be a task for a working party in the
New year. BW have offered a site for it at Tringford Pumping Station.

Trial trenches for Phase I. We used the excavator to dig a trial trench on October 5th
and found nothing but chalk and a thin layer of asphalt finishing well below
what must have been the original water level for navigation. BW will be
employing a contractor during the winter to take core samples of the bed of
the canal from the lock to the winding hole.

Cutti the towpath hedge (infilled section) at Little Tring. This is not yet urgent
w1 e left until the winter. e Trust's Restoration Committee have
already decided not to open the towpath along the newly fenced length until
the path is cleared of obstructing trees and bushes and the activities of
bottle diggers on the old tip are regularised; the present illegal holes can
be dangerous as they are dug inwards below ground level and can collapse
without warning. Legitimate bottle club diggers fill up holes behind them.
Even if opened, it may have to be temporarily closed when restoration works
are in progress.

Badger Setts at Little Tring. As those of you who were there will know, Keith Higby,
the local co-ordinator for the Herts & Middlesex Badger Group and his band of
helpers supervised the excavator in demolishing the disused sett at the end
of the rubbish tip on October 5th. It took from 10am to 3pm and all that was
found was one dead rabbit!

Access Road along infilled length. This 10ft wide strip was strimmed and cut on October
th to give road access to the dry bed up to Little Tring Bridge but has
already been partly blocked by spoil and glass left by illegal bottle
diggers. 1t is hoped that an official arrangement will be made with a bottle

club to clear the site of bottles etc. early in November.

Public Footpath No.62 from Little Tringg Bridge to_end of 'tri%le'. I have had
1scussions wit 'om Horne, the Dacorum Borough Council Officer responsible
for Rights of Way and Footpaths. This footpath starts at the wooden steps by
Little Tring Bridge and runs across the field on the offside of the dry canal
bed up to the 'triangle' at which point it runs to the far end of the
triangle where it joins two other public footpaths. Tom Horne says that the
designated route of the footpath is along the camnal route and through the
triangle inside the BW boundary. In practice, apart from the wooden steps,
the route used by the public is across the field on the offside outside the
BW boundary. Until the route of the footpath is formally resolved, we are
going to provide a stile in the new offside boundary fence adjacent to the
wooden steps. Footpath users can the use the route through the farmer's field
oi- through BW land to the end of the triangle where a stile is already in
place.

GENERAL

Here are a few notes for new volunteers joining us for the first time:-

When working at Little Tring, apart from unloading tools., equipment and materials, we
now avoid parking alongside the road at Little Tring. Even though we may meet at
Tringford Pumping Station, we now park cars inside the new gate at the end of the track
on the left just as you leave Little Tring coming from the Tring direction.

I always have hard hats for loan at working parties.

My mobile phone mmber at working parties is 0850-170858. It is not left on
continuously but has a message facility which I check from time to time so leave a
number for me to call back.

There is a First Aid kit on site.

We normally work from i0am to Spm (or dark if earlier!) with breaks for mon_-ning
coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.
However, do not feel bound by these times as half a day is better than nothing and some
volunteers start/finish at times to suit their own travel and other arrangements.

Roger Leishman
Work Party Co-Ordinator




