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My thanks to all who expressed their appreciation over receiving the June Newsletter,
As I said in the last newsletter, 1 am going to make this a regular update because of
the changing nature of our programme with all the developments that are going on at
present. The dates will still include the regular first Sundays in the month during
October to May.

DATES TOR WORKING PARTIES for the next few months are as follows but, because the
situation is developing almost on a day-by-day basis, e.g. agreeing boundaries, the
dates below are firm until the next newsletter is issued, hopefully in October:

Date Meet at 10am Work

Sunday 5th October 1997 PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS A CHANGE OF VENUE
Little Tring Complete towpatih fence.
Demolish old badger sett.
Clear trees from site of
winding hole.
¥Kxcavate trial trenches
and fence off

Sunday 2nd November 1997 - Drayton Beauchamp Bridge Strimming cleared section.

Saturday 15th and The Waterways Recovery Group, BITM ("Bit In The Middle")

Sunday 16th November 1997 are offering us a working weekend of their members on the
Wendover Arm for which we are most grateful, Details of the
work to be done, and where, will be published in the next
issue of this newsletter but 1 hope that we will have a good
turnout of our own volunteers to support them.

Sunday 7th December 1997 This day's work will depend on whether the offside boundary
has been agreed or mot. If agreed it will be priority No.l
t{o complete the boundary fence as quickly as possible.

LATEST NEWS AND WORK TO BE DONE in the coming months includes:-

Site Hut Although I have agreed with BW that we can site a hut for our tools etc. at
';‘lringfordmePpmg' Station I have made little progress in finding a suitable
ut or cabin!

Fenci at Little Tring. We hope to complete the tow%ath fence on QOctober 5th next.
This leaves tEe offside fence to be erected but the final line of the fence
has not yet been agreed between BW and the owners of Little Tring Farm. Once

the boundary has been agreed, this work must be done as soon as possible,
hence the provisional nature of the November/December regular work parties.

Trial trenches for Phase 1. The BW engineer for our project is going to give me_ the
ocation of irial trenches, the first stage of which will be excavated on
October 5th 1997. BW will also be employing a contractor during the winter to
take core samples of the bed of the canal from the lock to the winding hole.

Striwming at Drz_l%ton Beaugl%-. The section eastwards from Drayton Beauchamp bridge was
successfully cleared last autumn following de-stumping in the spring. I
inspected it recently and there is no major growth other than blackthorn etc.
suckers, brambles and wild roses. It must be strimmed every autumn until
restoration in Phase 11 to keep it under control. There is also a length that
was cleared in March 1996 by the RAF cadets that requires de-stumping and
clearing of cut down branches that are still lying on site.

Cutti the towpath hedge (infilled section) at Little Tring. This is not yet urgent
and w1 e left until the winter.

..... /see over
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are as follows:i-

The hawthorn trees should be cut down to just above ground level in the hope
that they will coppice. If left (a) they will not last much longer,
several have already fallen over, and (b) they will restrict the growth
of new plantings that the Trust intend to make to fill the gaps.

The elder trees should be removed altogether as they are over-mature.

The one field maple tree and one crab apple tree should be retained for as
long as possible. They both have extensive dead wood which should be
trimmed as necessary for safety reasons and to allow towpath headroom.
Radical pruning of live wood might hasten their demise.

The two elms should be removed as they both have Dutch Elm Disease. They arec
typical of young elms that start to grow normally but eventually fall
victim to the disease.

Badger Setts at Little Tring. Keith Higby., the local co-ordinator for the Herts &
Mi esex Badger Group visited the site on Sunday 13th July 1997 to examine
the badger setts at Little Tring. He found an inhabited sett on the eroded
bank in the triangle of land and an apparently uninhabited sett at the end of
the tip adjacent to the site of the winding hole. Ken Graves cleared by hand
the area at the end of the tip at our working party on July 27th 1997.

Keith subsequently confirmed that this sett was uninhabited but that a
licence must be obtained from English Nature before any work on site can take
lace. I applied to English Nature but they decided that this sett is a MAI'V
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food) responsibilty (because it is land
drainage rather that nature conservation!). Keith Higby and I met the man
from the Ministry (MAFF) on Tuesday 2nd September and it was agreed that the
sett was uninhabited and that MAFFF will issue a licence on the basis that
the Herts & Middlesex Badger Trust will put an electric fence around the sett
on Sunday 13th September 1997, with one way gates to allow any wildlife to
escape, and the Trust will destroy the sett at their Working Party on Sunday
5th October 1997 (Keith Higby will attend to supervise this work).

Access Road al infilled 1 th. As 1 said in the June Newsletter, we will need
access along the 1ni’1ﬁa section up to, and eventually through, Little Tring
bridge. Any excavation for bottles in the tip will not be allowed within
three metires of the towpath fence - this is the former towpath anyway so

should not have tipped material.

Hlidden gold! Since the last newsletter there have been two or three minor illegal
atiempts to dig for bottles. At our working party on 13th July Ray Orth
arranged for one of his relatives, who is a keen 'tip archaeologist’ to como
and inspect the tip. We thought we had lost him until he was found at the
bottom of a 6ft deep hole that he had dug. He gave us a very interesting
explanation of all the items he had found and recommended that we invite
recognised bottle clubs to make financial offers for the right to excavate
and clear the site of bottles etc. This is in hand.

GENERAL
Hire are a few notes for new volunteers joining us for the first time:-

When working at Little Tring, apart from unloading tools, equipment and materials, wc
now avoid parking alongside the road at Little Tring. Even though we may meet at
Tringford Pumping Station, we now park cars inside the new gate at the end of the track
on the left just as you leave Little Tring coming from the Tring direction.

I always have hard hats for loan at working parties.

My mobile phone number at working parties is 0850-170858. It is mnot left on
continuously but has a message facility which I check from time to time so leave a
number for me to call back.

There is a First Aid kit on site.

We normally work from 10am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) with breaks for morning
coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.
However, do not feel bound by these times as half a day is better than nothing and some
volunteers start/finish at times to suit their own travel and other arrangements.

Roger Leishman °
Work Party Co-Ordinator





