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With the changing nature of our work in future, I have decided to give all our working
party volunteers a regular update. This will include dates for working parties and
dotails of work that we have to do in the months ahead. The dates will still include
the regular first Sundays in the month during October to May.

DATES FOR WORKING PARTIES for the next few months are as follows but they will be added
to as and when necessary:-

Date Meet at 10am Work

Sunday 13th July 1997 Little Tring Erecting new fence, bridge
Pumping Station. to infill.

Sunday 27th July 1997 Little Tring Erecting new fence, bridge
Pumping Station. to infill.

Sunday 5th October 1987 Drayton Beauchamp Bridge Strimming cleared section.
Sunday 2nd November 1997 Drayton Beauchamp Bridge Strimming cleared section.

Sunday Tth December 1997 (7 Towpath hedge at Little Tring
or de-stumping at Drayton Beauchamp)

WORK TO BE DONE in the coming months includes:-

Fenci at Little Tring. We successfully completed the gate, stile and fencing at the
far end of the infilled length during the Festival weekend. My grateful
thanks to all of you who toiled so hard in the hot sun. It is hoped to
complete most of the towpath side from the bridge to the infilled section
during July. This will have to be independent of any trees as I have
discussed this old hedge with Dacorum Trees & Woodlands Dept. who recommend
coppicing the hawthorn trees down fo about a foot above ground level during
the winter season.

There are three gaps to bhe dealt with in the hedge along the infilled section
and also a new fence from the bridge alongside the footpath to the far end of
the 'triangle'. The boundary alongside the footpath has still to be agreed
between BW and the landowner; further workparties to complete this fencing
will be arranged when the boundary is agreed. We will not be opening up the
towpath to the public until the towpath fence is finished. This path will
then need mowing again, 1 suggest a few feet away from the barbed wire fence
to keep walkers away from it until a hedge is planted in the future.

Trial trenches for Phase I. I am meeting the BW engineer for our project this month to
discuss the location of trial trenches and will then arrange for the loan of
the excavator we have been promised and fix a working party. BW will also be
employing a contractor to take core samples of the bed of the canal from the
lock to the winding hole.

Strimming at Drayton Beauchamp. The section eastwards from Drayton Beauchamp bridge was
successfully cleared last autumn following de-stumping in the spring. This
must be strimmed every autumn until restoration in Phase II to keep it under
control. There is also a length that was cleared in March 1996 by the RAF
cadets that requires de-stumping and clearing of cut down branches that are
still lying on site. If we have enough volunteers in October and November
perhaps we could start this work as well as the strimming?

Clearing the old towpath trees (from the bridge) at Little Tring. This is to be
discussed as to ihe besf action to take following advice from Dacorum B C but
will not be before the winter.-

Cutting the towpath hedge (infilled section) at Little Tring. This is not yet urgent
and could be Teff until the winter.





[image: image2.png]Access Road along infilled length. Locking to the future, we will need access along the
infilled section up 16, and eventually through, Little Tring bridge. The
surface contains ash but cannot be relied on for spoil, ready-mix concrete
and other tyred vehicles with materials required for Phase Ia. BW have some
hardcore at Tringford Pumping Station they want to clear to tip and no doubt
will have more arising from engineering works from time to time. When we have
ar. excavator on site, it will be worth considering whether to clear a vehicle
width road with passing places on the non towpath side of the infilled
section and then spreading hardcore on any soft patches.

Hidden gold! Our Chairman, Roger Lewis, has often said that he believes that there is
money buried in the infilled section in the form of old and valuable bottles.
He was proved correct on Friday 6th June when he passed the site around Sam
in the morning and saw an excavator and two men at work just inside the new
gate. His first thought was 'what are BW doing' but on investigation he found
iwo men with an hired excavator digging for bottles. They refused to stop
work and leave the site. They produced a piece of paper stating that the land
was unregistered with no known owner. They also stated that they found the
gate open, there being no sign of the chain and padlock we put on the gate!

Roger Lewis contacted Chris Mitchell of BW and myself (Roger was on his way
to take a trip on his boat). Chris Mitchell, two of his staff and myself went
to the site. Chris Mitchell asked them to stop but received the same response
as Roger Lewis.

The police were then called and in due course a policeman arrived. After
being briefed on the situation, the policeman spoke to the men on his own.
This resulted in them agreeing to stop digging pending BW proving that they
owned the land. Fortunately, because of the recent dispute over the lease of
the land, the Title Deeds were in the Hemel Hempstead BW Offices and were
immediately despatched to the site. After seeing the Deeds, the men admitted
defeat a(.{ld left the site after having filled in the hole that they had
excavated.

1 observed that the excavated material, going down to a depth of four or five
feet was virtually all topsoil and ash which may not require to be disposed
of at a licensed tip. A recent small hand excavation has been found at the
other end of the infill so we must be wary of further incursions and consider
how best the Trust can benefit from recovering and selling the old bottles.

Site Hut I have agreed with BW that we can site a hut for our tools etc. at Tringfoud
Pumping Station but I am still looking for a suitable hut or cabin - any

suggestions?

GENERAL
Here are a few notes for new volunteers joining us for the first time:-

When working at Little Tring, apart from unloading tools, equipment and materials, we
now avoid parking alongside the road at Little Tring. Even though we may meet at
Tringford Pumping Station, we now park cars inside the new gate at the end of the track
on the left just as you leave Little Tring coming from the Tring direction.

I always have hard hats for loan at working parties.

My mobile phone number at working parties is 0850-170858. ‘It is not left on
continuously but has a message facility which I check from time to time so leave a
number for me to call back.

There is a first aid kit on site.

We normally work from 10am to 5pm {or dark if earlier!) with breaks for morning
coffee/tea, packed lunch and afternoon tea/coffee. We take our own food and drinks.
However, do not feel bound by these times as half a day is better than nothing and some
volunteers start/finish at times to suit their own travel and other arrangements.

Roger Leishman
Work Party Co-Ordinator




