
THE WENDOVER ARM
of the Grand Uniort Canal

to Navigation - March
6 miles 6 furlongs ZB

Wendover Arm is navigable
ae the Tringford stop-Iock
is walkable throughout

I ength.

Opened

Length
The
frr
and
it's

L797

Yda.
ag

G.u.iAtN utxt /,
to BRAtn$rcltt 

/l

AYLESBURY ARI"1

+-

ITARSI'ORTH

IENDOVER ARIT

Br. l33

DRAYTON BEAUCHAFP

I'. T}+E BUCXLAND THARF

TRIN6

XEY TO HATN F€ATIJRESo,
l.
2.

6rrnd Junction Arnt.
Bt{B llorkrhoPr
Bul bournl.
Dry Docf.
llrrriorth Fl i ght
7 Lockr a2 {t. S tn.
eulbourn. Junctlon.
Gernnrl Bridgt.
Hcygetr ltt l l.
Stop Lock.
Irtnglord PunPine
Strt I on.
Ltttl. Trtng Brlclgr.
Sitr o{ lfrtlt.hour.r
Pu4ing Strtlon.
Drayton BrruchenP
8r i 69..
Th. fulng.
Thr Euc k I rncl llher { .
Attt Cul vort.
Steblr Lrnr or
tl.l lonh.rd Bri i,Et.
Thr Nrrrorr.
H.ra Lan. Bridga.
Rothrchi ld 8ridg..
Helton Bridge.
Prrch BridEt.
Th. Ii6.r.
lhndovrr 8erin.

S.
a.6REEN PART

\t.

17. rHE NARRous rr

\/^

5.
6.
7,
8.
9;

10.
ll.

t2,
HALTON

tIENDoVER

13.
l{.
ls.
16.

17.
18.
19.
20,
2t,
22,
23.

KEY TO RESERVOIRS

A. hl..to.r Turvi I I r
8. Iilrtonr No. t
C. Illrton. No. 2
D. llilrtono No. 3
E. llerrrorth
F. St.rtopi.nd
B. Tringford

23. TENDOVEF I{HARF

-lx.5'k'--=
t> '.\.

f 
=+r+=rf-EXTRAT€E IO THE

-;-->rd(--€fr

Published by the Wendover Arm Group 1988

ITATURE RESERVE

.P!.

7Fi
F:!,

E:1i

,oto

r,i

il

r

9'-, :.

at.



A SHORT HISTORY OF THE I,IENDOVER ARI.I.

Itth plans to bulld the 135 nl la long 6rand Junctton Canrl,{rofi tha Rlvtr Th.,nai at Erantford to Btrornghafi lt rlr
ritrntral to {rnd r good rupply o{ H.t.r to {.ed thr tunmit
lrvrl et Tring.
llork rt.rtrd ln tha aunnar o{ 1793 to div.rt th: t{tll Hred,
rhlch orlginally {lor.d vlr Thtnr to tht Rlvrr Th.firir {ron
llendovrr .tong th. 390 {t. contour lin. through th. tendr
of Str John D.rhrood-Xlng ( 4th B.ron.t ) .t H.ltont to
joln th. Tring tunilit lrvrl et Bulbournt.
tt xrr dacid.d thrt th. ta.d.r could br o.dr ntvigrblr at
littl. .xtr. cort rnd on 28 n.rch 1794 th. 8r.nd Junction
Conpeny'r rocond Act, ( 34 G.o IIt c.p 24 )r r.crivtd Royel
Arlrnt.
ln i.rch 1797 thi 6 iil.1348 yd. long br.nch ctn.lt built
to trkt rld. bortrr a.r opanad to ntvigation .t tha t.fia
tior r th. Tring luoait.
At thrr tira tha lttin Lln. frori Er.ntford r.r only
nrvigabla lt {lr at RickGrnrrorthr .nd tha Tring runoit Hrr
not rr.ch.d untll..rly 1799.
thtil th. Ayltrbury Arn H.r op.n.d ..rly ln l8l3t th.
llrndovrr Arn rar tha only nevlgrbl r routa fron tha
Aylrbury rrr. to Lona,on.
l,hny uhrrvtl rrra built rlong th. llcndovGr Arii to 3rnd
local producr to tha London mlrk.tt .nd alro to raEaiv.
corl, tiabrrr and o.nurr lor u3r on tha l.nd.
ln Dlcrobrr 1799t John t{6tcrr, Hho {trmrd the rich
P.tturrt o{ Crtrlorr tr.nrportrd ln ox {roo llrndovar }lhr{
to Bleck{rierr. At thr {irrt Soithfirld ftt rtock thor htld
tn r livry rt.bl. at Dolphln Y.rdr Soith{i.ldr thr ox ron
{irrt pri:r and E.r rold {or .nornour rurn o{ f100.
John lle3tcrr rri I plona.r in the use o{ crnrlt to i.nd
c.ttla to London oarkatr inrta.d of o.king tham xrlk,
th.r.by lorlne conlld.r.bl. r!ight,
td.rton Turvlllr r.larvoir xrr conplrttd in 1799 ro thet rny
axc.3r ratrr {rofi thr Uandovrr Arn could br routad beck
lflto tha lhndovrr atraafi thur conp.nr.ting aill oxncrl.
Trada on th. l,trin Llne rcror! thr Trrng Surtmrt incrr.red
r.pidly rnd although th. through rout. to Br.unrton l{.s not
{ully co,nplrtad for *vrrel yrert, it x.t obviour th.t thr
Iendovtr Arn rould not be rblr to tupply ru{{rcirnt ratrr,
prrticulerly durlng prriodt o1 dry r..th.r.
Illtton. l{o. I r.r.rvoir r.r built in 1802 to collrct retrr
frofi loctl rprings, The retrr r.i punpld into thc Arm b,y.
ata.ln punpinO rnginr.t tht Nhitrhou5rs Pufiping St.tton.
By 1802 l..krg! x.t .pprrrnt through tht brnkr o+ ttr. Arn
and dltFita ttnporary r.priri tha i.ctton brtreen Bulbourne
Junctlon and th! hlhitrhoutt. Punping Statlon xar clofrd to
n.vig.tiofl in the rutunn o{ 1803 ao th.t rxtrnriv. r.prrrr
could br r{frctrd.
Btcrur: o{ connrrcitl pratrurat thr Arn rai ra-opentdt
rithout thr raptiri bring coripl.trdr to rn.rt tha drnrnd {or
r.tar in th. run,ncr o{ 1804.
Thr ll.rtHorth r.s!rvoi r r.s bui I t i n 1805 bGri d. th.
l'l.r3rorth Lock Flrght coll.cting B.t.r {ron th. Trrng
Dreinrlr Fr.d.r end x.r u3rd to o.int.in lrveli on tha
ilrrrxorth Fl ight poundr.
In l8t0 r hreding l.: drivln {rofi ll.rrrorth re3rrvoir to I
tnrll rttrn punp rbout 200 ydr. {ronr Bulbournr Junction.
Th. conitruction o{ th. Ayl!3bury Arn rigntllod {urthtr
nrtdi lor rrtrr rnd Iilrtonr No. I raservoir rlr rnlergrd,
by b.nk r.iringr in lBll.
Tring{orcl r.s.rvoir trri bullt l8l4 - 1915 togeth.r rith
St.rtopr.nd r.teryoir t8l! - t8t7.
A3 . rtop-g.pr during thc building o{ Tring{ord rnd
Stertoptrnrl rciGrvoirir I ttrnporery rtea,n punping tngtne
rai inrtrllrd to li{t utrr {rorn tha t{eston Turville
ra3arvoir into tht Irndovrr Ara. ( Thrr " temporery
arrangaoent lritad {or rbout 25 y..rg ' )

Tringford Punprng Strtion rre built in thG 3econd h.l{ o{
1817r xith a Boulton .nd t{att rtean powered bean punp
inrt.llrd .nd opcrrtion.l by Augurt 1818r to puop r.tar
froo llartr.ortht Tring{ord end Stertopsend reeervoirr rnto
the l.landovar Arn.
llith Trtngforrl in op.rrtiont Fteriworth rcaervo!r fed into
Stertoprnd Dy ovtr{lox! rnd the snell purnp nrer Eulbournr
Junctron r.s dism.ntl.d in 1817.
Tha Aylrsbury Aror oprninO in 1815, took trrde {ron tha
|ltndovr Arrn and {urthrr trede xas lost ts xater leak.ge
continuad to ceuse nevigetion problens.

Wrlstone No, t reservoir flrs agaln enlarged in lg27 by
{urther bank rarlrrngr and the l|hlBtone Nos. 2 and 3 xere
burlt in 1835 and 1839 respEctively.
Folloxing an inspectron o{ the rgeing pump rt l{hitehouses,
lt was decided to centralrze ell pumprng e{{orts at
Tring{ord.
A herdrng drlven fron thlstone to Trrngford tras useable by
November 1836r although e portion aaE not brrck lined untrl
January 1839,
In April 1841 the t{hit€houeeE pump .nd the temporary l4eston
Turville puilp Here removed and sold.
In the years {olloxing th. major clo5ur. o{ 1803 - 1804 lt
ras clear th.t the r!p.irs hed not eolved the lEakage
pr ob 1 ems.
0ther atte,nptE aere mede through the yeerE to e+{ect
localised reprirs until the next mrjor closurer during the
period 1836 - 1858r when a signi+lEant portion o{ the bed
rnd brnk o+ the Arm Har lined t{ith asphalt and re-puddled.
Although esphalt ir . brittl. mrterirl, it was about 13
yerrs be{ore {urther fiaJor repairs xere requrred,
Brron Lionel de Rothschild purchased Haiton llanor in about
1g5lr rnd in 1884 his ronr llr. AIfred Charlee de Rothschild
built the nearby HaIton House in the French Chateau style.
I'lany houseB in the Halton.rerr built by the Rothchild
frni I y, bcar nonograns r coats o+ ar,t9 r or pr ctureE
depicting country crafts and the four seasons.
By 1894 - 1996 the leakage Has Eo severe that a large
proportion o{ the rater being puftped into the Arn at lhe
Tring{ord Puftping Station Has +}oring back up the Arm. ./The alternatives {or repairing the Arm had then to be
considered in relation to the cost bene{itsr especially
flith co,npetition {ro,n the Aylesbury Arfi rnd the railxays.
Towards the end o{ the 19th century the Arn waE gradually
closed to n.vigation beyond the Tring{ord Punping Station.
Stop planks were inserted during dry periodst {ollo{ed by
the building of a Stop Lock ( Hith a single paddle )t .nd
rs thc Ar:m becane inereasingly di{{icult to navigate and
consequently carrying declrned, the Arm Fas bloEked by an
Earth dam above the Stop Lock.
The Hater leve] betHeen Uendever end the dan Has loxered
and the water was diverted into the tlilstone reservorrs and
{lowed through the heading to TrinE{ord {or pumpimg back
into the Arfi.
The G.J.C.C o+{rciaIIy abandoned the canal beyond Trlng{ord
in 1904,
The Arfi HaE never rc-opened for n.vigation beyond the Stop
Lock, desprte strong local protestg.
In l'lay 1912 an 18 inch dir. culvert Has lard under the bed
o{ the c.nal {rom a surnp at Drayton Beaucharnp to Tringford
Hhere a separate pump ras inEtalled to rarse the water back
to the Arln.
At tofie time, a{ter xater level had been loHered and the
Arn rJag closed, a concrete troughr nor kno*n as " The
Narrows ", ras EonEtructed at Green Partr to seal local
I eaks.
In 1926 - 1q27t the beam engines in the Trrng+ord Pump
Houge Here removed and ,nore fiodern pu,npg were {itted.
The building HaE lengthened rnd remodelled rs e much lower
structure. The sash r.indor.rs nere replaced by round headed
xindows {rom the Foxton Inclined PIene Engine House,
Two swing bridges heve exi5ted along the Arfi, one lt the
Green Park t4harf rnd the other about 150 yards down6tream
from f,hit€hougeE.
I'luch later the 441 road bridqe ras culvertedr the HaIton
road bridge was lowered, end the Little Tring bridge ras
{i11ed-in. Another bridge ulhich had carried a branch
reilHay line {rom l.lendover into the RAF camp at Halton eras

demolished in 1964.
The Arn was constructed past t4illiam lleads t,lindnill, circa
1780r and the i\ill nade uee o+ the canal {or carrying, The
windml11 wa6 superseded by Eteam power and in about 1910
the windfiill was demolished rith a charge of bleclr poxd€r.
Later the mill was extended end waE knoHn as The New l'1111,
Dounstrean from the nrll Has the Bushell Brothers Boat-
building Yerdr many n.rroH and broad beam boats *ere built
in this yard, including the " Progress " and the " 0sprey "
A{ter Bushell'E closedr the ni}l waB {urther extended and
is now operated by Heygatee l,lills, although ali tranEport
iB by road.

Il rould rclconr your cofifientr on thir informrtion theatr
and rould br plG.rcd to r.crive .ny hirtoric.l details
includinO photoi or post-cards whrch Bould lncra.E! our
knoxledgc .bg!t tha c.n.l .nd thl surrounding .re..

Th. S.ndovtr Ara Group r.ri forn.d in octob:r l9BS to
co-ordin.t. th..fforti o{ lnrny individurl bodies r,rho hrd
ba.n rtriving {or y!.rr to prevent rny furthlr deteriora-
tion of tha in+rr-rtructurr o{ tha t{endover Arn.

At a neeting on 14th October 1987, the British Waterways
Board agreed " in principle " that they would support the
regtoretion of this delight{ul canal.
ThG Hay ir noH opcn. - The llendover Arm Tru5t i! being
{ormed. - Anyone wishing to be Eent details o+ the t,lendover
Arm Trust should contect th. llAG Secretery.

I'lrg. Janet Pack!. 2, The Driveway, Anchor Laner Boxmoor,
HefleI Hempsteadr HertE. HPI lNT


