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Vice Chairman's Comment

You may notice that this issue is optimistically marked 'Spring 1999'.
Optimistic because it is prepared in the depths of winter, but with an eye on
the calendar, spring is not so far away!
And why not be optimistic? Look at recent events and achievements. Two
of the key Council positions have been filled (Publicity Officer by Peter
Cleasby, and Grants Officer by Gregg Bisgrove). The Restoration work at
Little Tring is proceeding apace under the leadership of Roger Leishman.
The Bridge design has finally been determined and will have a brick-clad
arch and soffit (look up as you go under it - that's the soffit). Plans for the
next Festival are well in hand. Finally, the Government has announced that
construction of the Aston Clinton By Pass will be a priority for 2000/2001.
Does all this mean that the Trusts' fortunes have taken a turn for the better?
Lady Luck may be smiling on the Trust (or at least not frowning), but much
remains for us to do. Our finances will be at full stretch if we are to take
advantage of the opportunities presented. Our membership count is at best
static, and now that the restoration work is visible for all to see, our Public
Relations will have an ever increasing importance so that the aims and
actions of W.A.T. can be properly explained.

Bob Wheal

Membership Status (as at 19th January 1999)

Number of Memberships
Single 130
Family 165

Corporate 14
Honorary 4 (2 family)
Special* 3 (2 family)

Payment Methods
Annual 1 74

Bankers Order 128
Deed of Covenant 106

Total Members 474
'special memberships' are for a defined period for services rendered.

In Memoriam
We regret to report that Dr Ralph Winrow, a member since 1990 and an

Honorary member since July 1998, died on December 11th 1998.
He was a great supporter of the restoration, who took many colour slides of
the canal and it's surroundings, and gave an enjoyable slide show at one of
our Annual General Meetings. Dr Winrow will be sadly missed but fondly

remembered, and the Trust offers it's condolences to his family.
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Second Front for W.A.T. ?
Just as the Allies resources were
stretched to the limit in WWII by the
opening of a Second Front, the resources
of the Trust look likely to come under
pressure with work due to start on the
Aston Clinton bypass of the A41.
On Dec 14th 1998 in the House of Lords,
the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of
State, Department of the Environment,
Transport and the Regions, Lord
Whitty, gave the following statement
in answer to a question from Lord
Graham of Edmonton about the
Government's roads review.
7 am happy to announce today that
we are able to provide further
details of the construction
programme for the schemes included

The Arm at the A41

in our targeted programme of
improvements listed in A New Deal
for Trunk Roads in England. As
previously stated by my right
honourable friend the Minister for
Transport Official Report,

Commons, all the schemes listed in
the TPI will definitely start within
the next seven years, subject only to
the completion of any outstanding
statutory procedures.
For those schemes where all the
statutory procedures have been
completed (i.e. the Aston Clinton
bypass - Ed), the following are the
planned start of works dates. Final
confirmation of individual start
dates within each year will be
subject to the satisfactory
completion of the necessary contract
process.'
The list which followed included the
A41 Aston Clinton bypass, with a
start date of 2000/2001.

This will be around the time
when the Trust will be heavily
involved with finishing phase 1
of the work at Little Tring. By
then hopefully the bridge will
be constructed, and the Trust's
funds will be flowing into the
canal track restoration.
What's more, the amount of
volunteer labour to carry out
the restoration work is not
limitless; and the start of work

involving the canal crossing at Aston
Clinton will mean that the Trust may
have to ration it's resources.
A specific date has not yet been set
for the bypass work. When it is, the
Trust will have to decide how and
where to concentrate it's efforts.
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Self-Explanatory Excerpt from the Dacorum Borough Local Plan
(Deposit Draft, Parts 1-3, October 1998)

POLICY 84:
RECREATION ALONG THE GRAND UNION CANAL

The Grand Union Canal will be protected and promoted as a
recreational and environmental resource by joint action with British
Waterways and other agencies. Environmental improvements and the
development of low key, outdoor, canalside recreational facilities will
be favourably considered provided there would be no adverse effect
on the value of the canal for nature conservation.

The dry mile of the Grand Union Canal Wendover Arm will be
safeguarded from development proposals which would prejudice
its restoration to full cruising standards.

Reasons:

The Grand Union Canal is a major recreational resource running
through the Borough. It has further potential for rural pursuits
and water based activities, and therefore the Council supports the
aims of the Wendover Arm Restoration Project which will extend
the recreational opportunities associated with the canal network.

Background:

The canalside environment and recreational and residential mooring
developments are dealt with in Policies 112 and 113.

The Council intends to consider the Canal's recreational potential and
environmental enhancement further in co-operation with British
Waterways. This work would not duplicate British Waterways' own
feasibility study of the Wendover Arm. Projects to improve the
canalside environment and leisure facilities are under way in a
number of locations (e.g. Canal and Riverside Partnership (CARP) in
Berkhamsted and proposals in the Two Waters and Apsley Inset).

(W.A.T. News Editor has put a couple of relevant sections in bold type.)
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Grants Officer Appeals
The Trust now has an Officer,
responsible for applications to Charitable
Trusts and for other fundraising actions.
At the January Council meeting, Gregg
Bisgrove volunteered to take on the task
of Grants Officer for the Trust, and was
co-opted as a Trust Director.
Gregg may be better known as one of the
key figures (with his wife Theresa)
behind the counter and behind the scenes
in the Refreshments Marquee at the
Canal Festival and at Trust AGM's. This
year, Gregg and Theresa have also taken
on the responsibility for organising the
Bookings in the Crafts Marquee. This is
in addition to regular appearances at the
Trust's working parties, so it looks like a
busy time is ahead for them both!
As one of his first acts as Grants Officer,
Gregg has made the following appeal:
'Over the past couple of months I have
been looking for trust- and grant-

giving organisations, of which there are
hundreds. Many companies have their
own Charitable Trusts, for example IBM,
Lucas, and Tesco to name but a few.
Their grants are normally given to
particular areas of interest or have set
criteria. Two of these are:

1) Charities which their employees
are involved with, and

2) Local charities.

Does your company have a Trust Fund
and will it help<W.A.T. ?

Please find out and let me know, by
calling me on 01923 233937, or writing
to me at:

WOStAgnellsLane
Hemel Hempstead
Herts. HP2 6LH

Thank you in advance for helping the
Trust. Greg

Trust has new Publicity Officer
At the November Council Meeting, Peter
Cleasby was elected to Council as the
Trust's Publicity Officer.
Peter made a series of proposals to raise
the profile of the Trust, including the
following:
> Systematically publicising
newsworthy events and activities in local
media and in specialist media.
> Ensure the arm is included in canal,
walking, & angling journals and guides.
> Make sure we have an attractive
and informative information leaflet
always available in libraries, BW
premises, information centres, etc.

> Have a consistent and interesting
supply of display and sales material.
> Set up a Trust website.
^ Develop a simple easily memorable
objective for the trust - i.e. a 'Mission
Statement'.
> Make it simple to contact W.A.T.
by promoting a single point of contact.
Peter is asking that any member with
comment or ideas should contact him on:

phone 01296682385
fax 01296682395
e-mail pcleasby@quantera.co.uk
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W.A.T. and the D.P.A.
D.P.A. stands for the Data Protection Act of 1984. The Act is designed to protect
information held by an organisation about people, individuals, i.e. you. The Act
applies to all information which is automatically processed.. In practice that means
information such as name and address, phone number, etc. held on a computer, and
processed by sorting or printing. Information which is manually stored and handled,
e.g. on file card in an index, is not covered by the Act.
It is a criminal offence for an organisation not to be registered, if it should be.

When registering, an
organisation tells the Data
Protection Registrar what
type of data it proposes to
keep relating to individuals.

The registration fee is £75.

! PROTECTION REGISTRAR
Using tlie law to protect pur information

In January 1999, Wendover Arm Trust Council debated the pros and cons of
registering, and decided that as the data is used purely as a mailing list for the
newsletter and AGM notices, it is unnecessary for the Trust to register. There are
exemptions available to organisations such as ours, to allow a mailing list to be
maintained.

There are certain conditions attached, which in brief are:

1. The information is limited to your name and address and contact numbers
(i.e. telephone and fax) only
:- no information is kept on computer about your occupation, status,
interests, or any other facts about you.

2. The information which is kept is only used for distributing articles etc., such
as this newsletter.
.•- the information is not used for speculative marketing.

3. The information can only be disclosed with your consent, or for legal, tax, or
personal emergency reasons.
:- personal emergency reasons in practice means situations where a Trust
Director believes your personal safety or well-being is affected.

4. All individuals must be asked if there is any objection to having their address
details held by Wendover Arm Trust.

As far as the last point is concerned, this article should be taken as a request to you the
Wendover Arm Trust member, to contact Barry Martin on 0908 312239 if you have
any objection to your name and address being held on the Trust computer.
If the Trust does not receive a call or letter from you, we will assume that you
have no objection.
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Restoration Update
Excavation
Excavation for stage 1 is now 75%
complete. We are working into the old
tip to extend the towpath wall for phase
la.

Shuttering/Formwork
Rodney Hardwicke's son Graham, saw
one of our newsletters. To cut a long
story short, Graham is an engineer with
Doyles of Welwyn Garden City on a site
where they have just finished casting a
concrete structure. They had heaps of
timber shuttering that was going to tip
and, thanks to Eddv Evan's new van, we
were able to collect enough excellent
timber to make all the shuttering we
need for the base of the reinforced
concrete wall. Our grateful thanks to
Graham Hardwicke and Doyles. I
shall be arranging some small
weekday work parties to fabricate
the timber shuttering in the
coming months.

Reinforcement
Eddy Evans is fabricating
a jig to bend steel
reinforcing mesh for
the wall to a right
angle. We will also
need additional
reinforcing bars
to be specified
by BW. With
luck, the jig
should allow a
complete section of
mesh to be bent ready for use with the
minimum of cutting.

Concreting
The wall will be cast in approx. 10 metre
lengths, first the base of the wall
followed by the wall itself. After we
have poured the first two lengths of the

that

base of the wall, we will then shutter and
pour at the same time one length of base
and one length of wall, a total of just
over 6 cubic metres of concrete. We
have to take into account that we cannot
leave a long time between pours, and

ready-mix concrete is more
expensive at weekends

(except possibly
Saturday mornings).

As the towpath wall
for stage 1 is about 220

metres long, this is at
least 22 deliveries of ready-

mix concrete with striking
and erecting shuttering

between deliveries! Normally
the shuttering should be taken

down the day after the pour.
Striking and erecting shuttering

will probably take a good day
depending on the number of

volunteers available. Pouring the
concrete using the vibrator pokers is

probably less than half a day's work
for, say, four people. We will have to

organise a rota of people willing to
work to help with this work, ideally on

the basis that we do two pours a
week, but not with the same
people all the time if enough

volunteers are to hand.
Every pour will require two

consecutive days work. The first day
to pour the concrete, vibrate it and

trowel off exposed finished surfaces,
also to use any surplus concrete for
blinding (for which the ground has to be
ready). On the second day the shuttering
is stripped and re-erected in the adjacent
section for the next pour.
I would hope that one pour could be on a
Saturday followed by striking and
erecting shuttering on the Sunday, the
other pour on two weekdays.
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I shall be discussing this again in the
near future but please let me know as
soon as possible if you are able to help.

Bed Clearance
Good progress has been made in clearing
the canal bed westwards from the cart
track entrance at Little Tring, thanks
mainly to Pete Bowers and his weekday
working parties. The intention is to get
ahead with scrub clearance up to the end
of March or beginning of April, prior to
the main nesting season, and then fall
back on removing stumps during the

summer. Stumps have to be removed
using hand winches, because the use of
mechanical or vehicle-based equipment
might damage the 100 year old water
supply pipe buried under the bed of the
canal. We don't want to re-water the
canal until we are ready! Greg Bisgrove
has also been busy with his team,
making good progress strimming at
Drayton Beauchamp.. Thanks are also
due to Eddy Evans for keeping the
strimmers in good working order.
Roger Leishman

Restoration Forum Meeting
Trust Directors met with elected representatives of local authorities in Tring Council
Chamber on Monday, 12th October 1998. This was the second of a planned regular
series of meetings to inform the meeting of restoration work to date, and plans for the
immediate and longer term future. As well as the Trust, BW was represented by the
new GU South Manager, Matthew Routledge.
In his usual informative manner,
Roger Leishman presented the
restoration work. This included
concreting (blinding), and bridge
explained the Trust's policies
is carried out within Health and
A wide ranging series of
by the representatives,
bed lining materials,
levels, wildlife
and the siting of a
near Aston Clinton,
confirmed that an
Impact Survey is

Trust Restoration Director
up to date status of the
a report on excavation work,
design plans. Roger also
and actions to ensure work
Safety Regulations.

questions were raised
including canal

finance, water
conservation,

future pump
It was
Environmental

being arranged
The overgrown for phases 1 and 2.

state of the canal at Wendover was discussed.
A tentative timescale for the restoration project was given, with the expectation that
Phase 1 should be finished in 2001. With financial assistance this could be earlier,
possibly in time for the millennium festivities in Tring.
The next Forum meeting is planned to be held on-site at Little Tring in April.

The lighter evening will mean that Councillors can view the restoration work at
hand., putting a practical slant to the information update.^?>
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Advantages

There are Liners ....
Will the restored Arm be made leak proof using HDPE? What is HDPE? The
scientific name is High Density Polyethylene. Just to confuse matters, there is also
Linear Low Density Polyethylene (LLDPE), Reinforced Polypropylene (RPP), and
un-reinforced Polypropylene (UPP). These geomembrane materials are used in
landfill cells and closures, mining leach pads and ponds, water and wastewater
lagoons, methane barriers, and the construction of canals. HDPE and LLDPE liner
material is manufactured with smooth or textured surfaces. What all these materials
have in common is that they are used in sheet form, spread over the area to be
waterproofed, laid on a supporting layer of crushed granular material with possibly a
felt-like underlay. Larger areas are covered by jointing together smaller sheets. The
jointing for the material we are considering is typically by heat welding, which can be
problematical on site, but which does need to be done properly if a waterproof seal is
to be made.
The sheets are quite thin, from 30 to 120 thousandths of an inch, and relatively easily
damaged. The granular fill onto which the sheet is laid needs to be compacted, with
no sharp stones protruding, nor cavities into which the HDPE will be stretched.
The sheet can be laid according to the
'German' or 'American1 method. If
we follow our European cousins, we
will lay the HDPE in a fairly tight
form, with no ripples or 'waves'
evident. This can be quite difficult if
the surface is not perfectly flat (i.e. no
curves or changes in level). The
American alternative is to allow the material to fall 'naturally1, which means some
waves will probably form. The material at the apex and the base of the 'wave' is
subject to stretching and shearing stresses when the covering layer (concrete in our
case) is applied.

There is continuing discussion in the plastic geo-lining world about the long term
effects of'waves'. In fact the question has been the subject of several papers

in international conferences.
However, recent research shows that
the lining material at the apex of the
'wave' suffers no worse deterioration
compared to the unstressed material
elsewhere.

HDPE is -
- relatively easily handled in roll form
- cost effective
- easily cut
-proven in similar projects

Disadvantages
HDPE is -
- vulnerable to damage
- relatively expensive to seal
- susceptible to sunlight
- not seen as 'green' Much the same conclusion has been

drawn about material laid according
to the 'German' method. It seems that material laid over protuberances (e.g. stones)
undergoes a natural stress relieving process, with little long-term damage.
However, it has to be said that all the research is necessarily based on (very) small
sample areas, and over a relatively short time-span of eight years.
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Advantages
Bentonite is:
Eco-friendly, Natural
Easily cut
Self-healing

... and there are Liners.
Bentonite. It sounds like a toothpaste, or a particularly strong cough remedy. In fact
it is a form of Clay with a particularly fine grain structure, found only in some parts of
the world (India, Bavaria, Wyoming USA, and Woburn Sands). Bentonite is a clay
predominantly consisting of mineral montmorillonite mixed with related minerals like
nontronite and beidellite (no, I don't know what that means either - Ed). These are
three layered aluminosilicates with water molecules between layers. The broad thin
platelets of montmorillonite are ideally shaped for use as a hydraulic barrier.
Naturally occurring Bentonite can exist as predominantly sodium or calcium forms.

Some people attribute magical
properties to Bentonite, claiming it will
cure a range of ailments when taken
medically. For the canal restorer the
magic is still there, although for a more
prosaic reason; when wet, Bentonite
has high swelling and gelling

properties along with good viscosity and liquid limits. Quite simply this means that if
a canal bed is lined with Bentonite, small leaks are self-healing ! This includes leaks
from tears or rips in the lining material, or from accidental external damage.
This remarkable feature makes Bentonite a realistic contender as a suitable material
for lining a canal bed. The material is supplied in rolls, with the Bentonite held on a
sub-sheet of HOPE, hessian, woven cloth or similar geotextile material, or even
sandwiched between two similar layers. The whole thickness is only about V4 inch or
so, and is easily cut with a simple blade. In appearance, the material is not unlike a
rough blanket, and in one particular form is complete with blanket stitch edging and
tack-stitching to keep the layers together.
Bentonite lining has one unwanted
feature. It is not just heavy, it is
HEAVY! So much so that
mechanical handling is needed if any
quantity is to be worked. This could
prove awkward in the confines of the
Wendover Arm site.
On the plus side, a roll of Bentonite is very simply jointed to the next roll by cutting,,
exposing the clay material in each section, and pressing the two sheets together. The
lack of any need to thermally bond the material means that sealing is not so skill-
dependant. There is also a cost saving because an expensive plastic water barrier in
the towpath wall is not needed. In fact the cost saving more or less compensates for
the fact that Bentonite lining is more expensive per square metre than HDPE. It is
likely that Bentonite will be the chosen type of material for lining and sealing the bed
of the restored Wendover Arm. In our case, the Bentonite layer will be protected by
the 100 mm (that's 4 inches in old money) concrete lining of the canal bed.

Disadvantages
Bentonite:
It's heavy - rolls measured in tons
Special handling equipment needed
Don't get it wet when handling !
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All Change at the Festival!
The familiar Festival layout will be a little less familiar this year. Rather than have
the two main marquees at one end of the field (dictated originally by the availability
of drinking water), the layout will be revised with one marquee at one side, and the
other in the opposite corner. The Westerly Marquee (on the right in the plan) will
house the Bar and Trust Stand, and is shielded from much of the local housing by a
natural slope in the land. Hopefully this will have the effect of reducing any noise
nuisance from evening functions.

To the
Restoration

By placing the marquees apart (the plan is not to scale) the Festival Committee is
hoping that the expected crowds will be more evenly spread, reducing congestion
around the Canal Entrance to the site, and making better use of the whole area..
The canal footbridge will be sited a little further 'upstream', as will be the
exit/entrance from the towpath onto the site.
It is hoped that numbers of visitors will make their way along the towpath, viewing
the moored boats along the way, and past the Pump House to the site of Little Tring
Bridge. If they can be enticed over Little Tring Road (mind the traffic!) they will see
the excellent progress made in restoring the structure of the canal towpath wall.
Not only that, but if Roger Leishman can find a supplier willing to make a delivery
over the holiday weekend, the visitor may see concrete being poured and people in
hard hats putting the profits from the Festival into good use. Our volunteer working
party team will also play an unaccustomed role by conducting regular guided tours of

10
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the restoration site and explaining the practicalities of the work in hand to groups
every half hour or so.
Of course, the Festival doesn't just happen; a small team of Wendover Arm Trust
members each volunteer and take on the various jobs needed for the
event to run smoothly. This year WAT (Fest) has the major
tasks covered - except one: Personnel Director. The 'job
description' for this key role is to marshal! and organise the
volunteer boaters and others present during the Festival to
spend the odd hour helping with such tasks as manning the
gates, selling tickets, etc. Do you fit this role ? If so, Richard
House would love to hear from you ...
An important and attractive feature at each Festival is the Crafts Marquee, with the
many and varied stands showing the whole range of crafts from Toys to Terracotta.
Gregg and Theresa Bisgrove are looking after the Craft bookings this year, and they
will happily send you a form. Perhaps if you know someone with a particular craft
skill worth displaying, or who is already into Crafts but hasn't experienced the
Festival yet, you can suggest they speak to Gregg.
Following his letter of support for the Trust (Issue 29 - Ed.) the Chief Executive of

British Waterways, David Fletcher, has kindly agreed to perform
the .|| — Official Opening of the Festival on Sunday 30th May. With

the restoration gaining momentum, and with the increase in
government grants for BWs backlog of repair (Ed.:- does
that mean restoration ?) recently in the news, Mr Fletcher's

• i. iu_* comments as he performs the ceremony will no doubt
BntlSh Waterways have a keen audience.

The Festival's usual attractions will be boosted this year by performances from the
Tring School Swing Band (Sunday) and a display and demonstrations of Falconry
(Monday). Military Manouevres will again be on hand displaying their miltary
vehicles and hardware, and detering the enemy with rides on their Stalwart
Personnel Carrier - a popular attraction for boys of all ages.

Barry Martin has done his usual excellent job of designing the commemorative
plaque for the Festival. With the impending rebuilding of Little Tring Bridge, Barry
thought he would preview this important
restoration milestone with a design
showing a narrow boat passing under a
typical canal bridge. Plaques can be
pre-ordered direct from Barry, or
may be bought at the Festival, but
stocks will be very limited!, so it's
best to get your order in early !
When you collect your plaque from
the Trust Stand at the Festival, you
can ask Barry where he keeps getting
his design ideas from !

1 999
WENDOVER ARM TRUST

11
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1999 Wendover Canal Festival at Tring
Sunday May 30th and Monday May 31st

Festival Contacts:
Get in touch with any of the people below if you want a booking form, or simply to
say that you will be able to give some time on the day.

Festival Chairman
Health/Safety

Boat Bookings
Sales Stand

Crafts Booking
Trust Catering

Personnel

Site Manager (pre event)
Trade Bookings
Charity Bookings
Event Caterers
Festival Publicity

Richard House

Barry & Beryl
Martin
Gregg & Theresa
Bisgrove

This position vacant
Can you help?
Graeme Lockhart
Bob Wheal

01296 748036
0370 423454 (M)

01908312239

01442233937

01908 672672 (W)
01524381614

WAT Bear Drops in for Charity
A WAT Teddy Bear was seen
floating gently down to
earth at an event in the
East of the County, last
year. The pocket-sized
Wendover teddy bears have
been on display at the Canal
Festival, and A.G.M and many
have been adopted by careful
owners. Many have now been
re-homed in this way and it is
likely that they have been
getting up to all sorts of
mischief. It's doubtful though
whether any of them have been quite so

brave as bear 'Wendover' who
launched himself into a 90ft

parachute drop . It was all in
the name of charity, of

course. In this case it was the
Marie Curie Cancer Care which

benefited from the sponsorship. A
handsome certificate serves as proof
of the drop at Wodson Park near

Ware. Teddy Wendover should
surely now be renamed (or re-

numbered?) 007 after his exploit,
which must be unique (unless of

course your bear knows better ...)

Ed: A suitable prize will be given for the best adventure your Wendover bear has
experienced. Sendproof of teddy's travels or escapade to the Editor.

12
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Bottles Revisited
In the last Wendover Arm News we read
about the variety of different bottles
which had been recovered from the tip,
and the question was asked 'what do

they all mean'. I am not an
expert on the subject by any
means, but used to live near a
bottle tip in Essex and learnt
(in the pub of course) about

some of them.
The Codd bottle I found
particularly interesting. It
seems that, in those far off
days, that fizzy drinks
(which were then naturally
fizzy, and not with added
bubbles as today) posed
something of a problem for
bottlers. The champagne
solution was expensive, so a
Mr Codd put his mind to
finding an alternative
method of keeping the

bubbles in and the top on.
Codd's solution was to put a tapered
twist in the neck of the bottle, and insert
a marble in the twist. The pressure of
the gas in the drink pushed the marble to
the top of the twist, where it formed an
airtight seal. Tipping the bottle, and
pushing the marble down, released the
drink and out it poured. A simple

solution to a difficult problem, and taken
up by all the ginger beer makers of the
time.
Of course, the idea had its detractors.
Ginger beer makers who did not want to
pay for Codd's bottles claimed that they
only worked with inferior quality
product, which was not properly fizzy.
A popular term for poor quality drink
then was 'wallop', so naturally they
coined the term 'Codd's Wallop' for
their competitors' product. And that is
where the modern expression -
codswallop - came from. So now you

know.
Nowadays a complete

Codd bottle is quite
a prize apparently.
The children used

to break the empty
bottles to get the
marble out, so not
many were thrown
away intact.
Of course, I was told
all this in the pub, so
you might not believe
any of it!

Richard House

Where on the Arm?
Unfortunately, a lack of space means
that this issue's Photo Quiz has to be
held over until next issue.

Last issue's photo shows the style built
to give access to the towpath near the
Trust's workings at the restoration site at
Little Tring.

Call for Coupons
If you smoke Bensons & Hedges cigarettes and throw the coupons away, or if

you have some stashed away in a drawer somewhere, Johanna Wheal will be
happy to take them off you. The coupons go towards raffle prizes at the

Festival, so if you are looking for justification for smoking, you can tell

yourself it's for a good cause !
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It's Raffle Time!
In this mailing you don't only get the
Newsletter - there is an added bonus of
five books of raffle tickets for the Grand
Festival Draw (unless you have asked
for more - or have asked to be excluded).
There are some of the ever-popular
prizes and a few new ones to make it one
of the most attractive Draws we have set

up. Last year we raised nearly £600, and
we hope (with your help) to increase that
figure significantly.
In pride of place as First Prize is a one
week canal boat holiday donated by
Wyvern Shipping of Leighton Buzzard
(no it's not in a ship - the narrow boat
hire company is called that!). What
better way to remind yourself why the
Arm is being restored than to cruise a
'finished' canal. You could even cruise
the Arm itself.
The winner of the second prize had
better have a head for heights. The prize
is a day's lessons in gliding with the
London Gliding Club, at
Whipsnade near
Dunstable. With good
thermals and a fair
wind you can fly over
the site at Little Tring and see the
work from a whole new
perspective. Let's hope you
can navigate your way
safely back!
Third prize is a welcome
fistful of fivers - £75 to

be precise, for you to
spend as and when
you wish.
This year is a
milestone in the
Trust's history;
not only has
concrete (in more
ways than one)
restoration started
but the demands on
our resources (financial and personnel)
have never been so high. By selling
these tickets you will help to ensure the
vital first stage of full restoration.
If you need any more tickets please ring
us on 01908-311521 and we will get
them to you as soon as possible. If you
are coming to the Festival please drop
the counterfoils (and the cash) at the
Draw stand. If not, post them to us at 3
Brampton Court, Bradville, Milton
Keynes AW 13 7HR to reach us before

Wednesday 26 May
(after that we will be on

our way to the Festival).
If you ain't in it you ain't

gonna win it!
If you would like to help us

for an hour during the Festival
(manning the stall, selling or

folding the tickets) please call us
on the above number.

If , however, you don't support
the idea of Raffles in general,

please don't be upset that we have sent
you tickets, and feel free to discard them
or send them back unused.
Thanks in advance for your help.

Renee and John Hopkins
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CLUB 100
DRAW RESULTS: the First Year

Autumn 1997 1st
Drawn 29th October 2nd
[48 CLUB 100 Members] 3rd

Winter 1997 1st
Drawn 20th January 2nd
[50 CLUB 100 Members] 3rd

Mrs R.Hopkins
Mr L.R.N.Lewis
Mrs R.E.Payne

Mr R.W.Naulls
Miss H.M.Biggs
Mr M.Caldicott

Spring 1998
Drawn 29th April 1998
[51 CLUB 100 Members]

Summer 1998
Drawn 5th August 1998
[51 CLUB 100 Members]

1st MrsJ.M.Wheal
2nd Mr R.W.Naulls
3rd Mr M.J.Bray

1st Mr LR.N.Lewis
2nd MrJ.E.Aston
3rd Mr R.Squires

FINANCE REPORT

Total subscribed
Less total prize money
Expenses
To WAT Restoration Funds

£746.25
£380.00
None
£366.25

CLUB 100: the FUTURE

The W.A.T. CLUB 100 will continue and if we can increase
membership to 100 - or even more - the financial
contribution to our restoration funds will be very

worthwhile - especially now that the bridge at Little Tring is
about to be rebuilt.

WHY NOT JOIN CLUB 100 NOW?
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Council Matters

September
> Club 100 has completed it's first full
year and will be promoted via newsletter
and at the A.G.M.

> The Trust will liase with BW over
joint fundraising possibilities for the
restoration work.

> Excavation and blinding is
proceeding well, with over 73m of
foundation and 20m of blinding
completed.

> The final design for Little Tring
Bridge is now ready for local and
highway authority consultation..

October
> Two second hand backfill concrete
vibrators have been purchased by the
Trust for restoration work.

> AGM arrangements were discussed
and agreed.

> It was agreed the outstanding
position of fundraising officer should be
termed 'Grants Officer'

> A Health and Safety Statement will
be based on existing examples and
adopted by W.A.T.

November
> The Trust's concrete vibrators have
been refurbished, and are not only
working but are gleaming!

> BT agree they are under a 'lift &
shift1 responsibility for Little Tring
Bridge cabling.

> Peter Cleasby was co-opted as
Council Director responsible for
publicity

December
> There was no Trust Council meeting
in December.

A Question for you
Our new Publicity Officer Peter Cleasby
poses a question:

Most public organisations, including
charities and companies, have a
logo, a slogan, and a declared
credo. The latter is sometimes
referred to as a 'mission statement'
(in an alternative world Americans
would adopt British English and not
the other way around).

We have a logo. Perhaps incongruously
it shows the gear of a paddle, when there
are no locks on the Arm, but otherwise it
is a fine and recognisable icon.

We (arguably) have no need of a mission
statement. Our aims are clearly stated in
our Articles (see back cover - Ed.)

Do we need to revise our slogan
'Water to Wendover' to make it
more relevant, and more self-

explanatory to a wider audience who
may not understand the reference to

Wendover? Alternatives could be
'Restoring the Future', or 'Restoring the
Canal to Wendover' (prosaic but self-
explanatory) for example.

Send your ideas or comments to the Editor for printing in the next edition
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From the Wendover Arm Trust Articles of Association:

1 o promote the restoration of the Wendover Arm of the Grand Union

Canal linking the town of Wendover in Buckinghamshire to the Grand
Union Canal at Bulboume Hertfordshire (hereinafter called The
Waterway' which shall include all waterways, buildings, works and
structures associated therewith) to good and navigable order and to
maintain and improve The Waterway for the use and benefit of the
public.

1 o promote the fullest use of The Waterway by all forms of

waterborne traffic and for all forms of local amenity, tourist and
recreational and water-related activities for the benefit of the public

1 o promote, and educate the public in, the history, use and associated

wildlife of canals and inland waterways generally and of The
Waterway in particular.

1 o restore, reconstruct, preserve and maintain canals and inland

waterways and works and buildings auxiliary thereto generally
provided that such objects shall be carried out in a manner beneficial
to the public and recognised by the law of England as charitable.

Contributions to Wendover Arm News
Contributions are welcome on any topic related to the Wendover Arm, its

construction, history, wildlife, and of course any aspect of the restoration project.

Letters or articles can be in any format, and accompanied by photographs or
sketches/drawings if possible. All material will be returned if requested.

Send any contributions %WAT News Editor
467 Bideford Green
Linslade, LU7 7TZ

Disclaimer

Views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Wendover Arm Trust.



Last Few Available
W.A.T. Teddy Bear £1.00

Knitted Dolls £0.30
Hand Painted Jars £2.50
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\T. to Wear
W.A.T. Caps

W.A.T. Apron
Royal Blue Sweatshirt

(XXL, XL, L, M)
Royal Blue T Shirt

(XXL, XL, M)
Knitted Hat
W.A.T. Tie

£4.00
£4.00

£15.00

£5.00
£0.90
Sold Out!

P/agues
Navigation Stop Lock
1 994 Festival Swan & Hart
1 996 Festival Wheelbarrow, Pick & Shovel
1 997 Festival Dick Whittington
1998 Festival Dragonfly

All Plaques £7.50

Fax, e-mail, or Pigeon Post accepted
... or you can write your order and post it to:

Beryl Martin,
12 Chipperfield Close, New Bradwell

Milton Keynes, MK13 OEP

Post and Packing
Please add £0.50 to each order

(£1.00 for sweatshirt, plaques, and jars)

Incidentals
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£2.50
T
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£2.25


