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THE NINE DAY AUGUST WORKTNG WEEK
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POT]RING SOME OF THf 470 TONNES OF'READYMIX

As I write this looking at the present indifferent and
often wet weather I marvel at our luck during the
August working week (nine days!) when we had
extremely hot weather only broken on the Tuesday
evening by a torrential thunderstorm.

BY TUESDAY THE CONCRETING WAS WELL AWAY
FROM THE BRIDGE AND THE BENTOMAT LAYING

TEAiVI WERE NEARING THE WINDING HOLE

August 2004

During the week a team worked hard constructing
the shallow shelf at the winding hole.

EXCAVATING IN TIIE WINDING HOLE

The completed work by Sunday aftemoon after nine
days of hard work exceeded everyone's expectations.
Bentomat was fixed right up to the nose of the
winding hole and covered with ready-mix concrete
to within 15 metres of the nose of the winding hole.
The shallow offside underwater shelf was completed
with gabions overthe Bentomatand covered in soil.

DRY STONE WALLERS IIARD AT WORKON
F'ILLING THE GABIONS

REAL PROGRESS _ TIIE END OF'A NINE DAY WEEK!
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During the nine days, hoggin removed from t.he ramp in the winding hole was used
to fill pot. holes along our temporary entrance road. (This hoggin was originally
infill to the demolished l,ittle Tring Bridge and was part of the spoil from t.he
bridge that was to have been carted off site at a cost of around €8,000; The
TrusL saved this cost by having the spoil dumped on site. )

As much excavaLion as possible was completed in the winding hole just leaving
the temporary ramp for the rea dy-mix lorries. The toe wall by Little Tring
Bridge was completed and a base cast for the plinth for the Tim Wilkinson
plaque. Another ten roffs of Bentomat were delivered and stored.
For those of you with a passion for stati-stics:

We laid nearl-y 2,000 square metres of Bentomat lining.

We laid 213 cubic metres of ready-mix concrete,
delivered in 47 loads, on two days 10 loads were

We completed the lining of 180 Linear metres of
narrows to the winding ho1e.

470 tonnes in weight and
del- ivered .

canal bed, from the bridge

From the towpath wall- to the nose of the winding hole is 100 feet.

On Monday 2nd August we also instafled milepost zero at Bulbourne Junction and
this was followed by a short ceremony and a BBQ in the evenj-ng - see the
Wendover Arm News for the fulI st.ory.

For this magnificent effort we have to thank not only the Trust's restoration
volunteers but KESCRG who came for our July weekend and cuL and rolled all the
Bent.omaL for our nine day sti-nt in August and BITM who hel-d the week long camp
in August as welf as a BITM weekend on the second weekend. There were over
twenty vofunteers on site every day, half from the Trust and half from BITM. My
personal thanks to everyone who made this extended work parEy such a success,'
such was the pace of work that it was not possible for me to spare time to
complete the longitudi-nal levels through Phase II Lhat. was part of my programme.

Programme for completion of Phase I

ft does not seem seven years since we started work on Phase I in 1997, exactly
2OO years after the Arm first opened in 1-797 but at last the end of tshis Phase
is in sight. The following programme of work depends very much on the weather
but we will make every effort to complete the lining before the winter weather.

SepLember weekend (Friday 3rd September to Monday 6th September 2004)

On the Friday, if the ground conditions permit, unroll the BenLomat. already
fixed in the winding hole and cover with ready-mix, carrying on into Saturday
morning if necessary.
Afso on the Friday carry on wiLh profiling the winding hole yet to be completed
apart from the ready-mix lorry ramp. Once all Lhe ready-mix has been delivered:

Complete Ehe excavation and profiling to the end of Phase I and form a new ramp
at least 40 metres into the present car park area. The road behind the winding
hole wall will al-so be linked to this ramp.

Cut and ro11 all the Bentomat. pieces required to complete Phase I

If the ground conditions are unsuit.able for ready-mix l-orries on the Friday and
using a dumper for transporting the ready-mix is not practicabl-e, this work will
be abandoned and excavation, profiling and cutting/ro11ing Bentomat will start
on the Friday leavj-ng the ready-mix for another day. You will see from Lhe dates
for working parties that Pete Bowers has planned severaf days thaL will be used
to catch up on laying ready-mix if necessary.
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f--arry o6 witlr excavation ancl profiling to cotnpietion. Cut and roll I}entonrat not already dotte'

C o n c reti n g Wo r k P a rty "I 
h u Is 4.*rlJgi.SSeU e,ntre nlErdeJ-l " OcIo tleI 2 {Il4

Weatlrer perrnitting. all outstandii',g read-r-i-:-.ir ir,ill be laid to the end of Phasc I.

October w eeken d (Satu rdav 2 "'!i $$!d.* g :-I'{!4d!Ji4l1' Octobe r 200'{ )

If everything has gole according tri plan, the hnal lining arrd bund at tlrc end o1'Pltasc I rvill he cornpleted; if
not. this r,i,orl< will carry over to tfr* Niir,'embi:i l'"'cekend.

November r+,eckentl (Saturc!a,!' 6th/9u*drav ?'i' Novenrber

If everythipg has gone according ro pian lhis iveekenci rvill be devotecl to getieral clearing up including

backfiliing the rarnp behind tlie ne* Lrunci" tidying up ihe spoil tip and any towpath work recluired before the

r.vintcr.

It witt be a great help if atl volunteeys *blt {o rrssrs'r $t ant of these work parties le{ me know in udvunce if they

huve not aireudy done so. If 1,ou do yr*i !c! *rt, krtar',,in udvcince it will not be prtssible to atlvise.you if we huve

to cuncel u work purty because of weuthi:r m'nr,{ilirtms.

Phase I in water

l'here are several factors that will det*rtrlitr': r'n'hcn r'l'e re-\\/al;er Phase I:

, The best time tbr IIW to release the 'volL:me oi'r'r'aler required

. 'l'he neeci to plant the shallon und*rrvai*t'sht if".!ust be{bne re-watering

. Stoppages af-fectilg those who i.vi:;lr 16 ha.ye the;r boats ready to be among the lirst through the lock after re-

wateriltg

'l'he'l-rust's f{estoration Comrnitlce rvil! be meeting on September 2l" so thc Ocl"obcr Worl'ing l}arty Ner'vs will

have up-to-date intbrmation on this sub.|ect.

Phase I To$ nath Hedge

There are some gaps in this ire<1ge an,i ii 1bu; t{'tire plants; have died and recluirc replacing' Ken Graves is

arranging for plants to be ready for a plr,inrilg sesslctr at our Decetnber Worl<ing []arty.

It is plapned to remove the spirai prorer:tors and lrim top gror,vth in the Spring at thc March 2005 Worl<ing Party.

Phase II

It is hoped to cornplete 1he levei sur\'r-:.r" uii the 5t''i6'h September 2004 so that designs and estimates catr be

pr"pur.d. 'l'he 'frusi Council have give n {iiiai"rcial authority to proceed with 50 metrcs of Phase II relining fiom

ih"',.,"r, sump at Drayton Beauchamp ancl it is hoperi to commence work iri the spring o1'2005.'flre Bentomat

just clelivcred ipclLrcles enough for :i{i lincal nictres of canal bed. Conlpletion o{.this lelrgth will confirm or

otherwise thc validity' of the designie:;lit ate prop';sals..
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Phase ll also includes tlre prr:visron c1'tu,,.r fc,oiitridges rvhere public fbotpaths cross the canal bed and it is

essential that these be erected as soo,-i a:; iros:itrle so as to keep the public clear olour operatiotts rather than have

to provide saf-ety staff at both loca-tlo;rs wilcrl \!(: rriit rvoi'king. Ron Pittau,ay is actively in discussiorr with trvo

flrms that sLrpply timtrer bridgres ol'tiris t1,pe. liritial engiiiries suggest costs in the order of f 10.000 fbr each

bridge, including fbrming flarrc,w's an,i jbiinclatiottl. i^;ith the trnidge supplied ready'to assemble.

Web Site

The address of the Trust web site rnattagr:'.tr b;' illr','i:r itevel is:

j:-t3.il rx.fx-*tus"esllsa}.srg"H-M

I regularly receive praise of our u,eb site. usually iry e-rnail. W'ell done Olly.

Tring/Wendor er Festir al 2i)0+

I am pleased to repofi that the figure of i.45,0il(i t.h;rl I rcported as this year's profit has been amended by our

Treas u rer. .loh n B rooman. to som r:ri, ltat 
'l 

(:-i!"r'il )',['i 7. -1 00.

Site Security

On Wednesday 4tl'August olour i'.'s:rki*g 1'!/sel/.'.\c

as well as stealing the key froffi a dltrnper \,'tjl) lri:ar

saw a whit'e van leave the site ilt f.it"e:i,,. hil:;[e '?n'] .i

nothing was stolen lrom Nigel's cai:" [lnlor{urirtrl.r
to the police.

Sometime between l0.30am on 'iui::;t-l:rv i(,i1" i\riilu.:;t ',r,hen Ray Orth saw the plant off site and Saturday I3tl'

August when Enid arrd Ron Pittavn,r':,r visrle,; th:: site the nasp of the BW padlock to the ouler gate rvas partly

sa*n througtr and snapped off a.nij thi: pacii,rc[.;':ii chain to the inner gate removed. Nothing is rnissing on site

although the diesel pump had been y'-1oi1,;if i.;i-l i'rrin'; the oil drurn it was fixed to. No diesel appears to have been

taken.bne possibility is that tire tli!el'*s irai coi:re bai:k expecting to drive a dumper a\/av. The diesel pr:mp is

now stored on the VW Transpor'ter r.riri thc p*riioik rrn the inner gate replaced with our own lock as anyone can

buy a BW Watermate key. The l]\ti ic;:j, r:,r !l;c *uier giile has beett replaced and I have duplicate l<eys to the

new padlock for all volunteers llho lir;irtr 1'ri:igi.ii;.! irut and gaie keys. The police visited the site and fblt that the

oply item on site of any interest fo thic.,,u:r \r';]s il'r; diese[. As this is of comparatively low value we are leaving it

on site fbr the moment. I lrave spoi<en r.r: b,i:iir ia,;"i,,cis wiriise ianil adjoins the canai and they will be keepirrg an

eye open. The police have been aske<i 1<l trr; irtlon:;erl r:f an; ine ident, no matter how trivial'

Everything happens in threes so i1. u,A,,r no rrurpiri::e rvhen Keith Slade (one of the f-armers) rang me on Friday

*orring igt'' August to sa), that a iori1, l<;.,:d ol' ,;,lt'ti{-erc.rus bark chippings had been durnped in fiont of the

entranci gate in Little'Iring t{i;aci. .r1ubs,;r.'rricnr-rrrqLi;ries brought to light that a BW employee had seen that the

entrance rvas clear at 3pm on -f[iiirr,;i]ai i{iiir b5r. rlrrs blor;kerJ when lre went by half atl hour later' Durnping in

brclad daylight! Keith Slade, rvhri siso ,.rs;cr, ,i,* 1;;ii;nnce, is asking the fiy tipping department of Dacorum BC to

clear the entrance as it blocks a piit-.iic iirii;::rth: if this cloes trot happen, Ray Orth will use our plant at the next

work party to clear the entrancr. T'i^,e r:iiippirrg:i',i,1ll i:u: rlur.nped in ourtip aslhey do ttot rot down readily.

perhaps not unrelated to one cr rn*rr cltti'rc,itri-.,.,c,:vr.'nts has been, y'.et again, a short occupatioli of the Festival

Site by'travellers'. Ray Orth hrls r:xcltr,iii;6i i1'r;:;rr:iles a1- tioth entrance gates and at a gap in tire hedge for the

owner of the fleld, Mr' Brown' L-et us i^i{lirt tiii}i- tlri:;:r"ill prevent future trespass'

ired unwelcorne visitors who broke into Nigel Williams car

rvhele we were working. Around lunchtime a local resident

car alarrn going o1T so we presulne tlrey fled in a hurry as"

i:o re;:istratlon number was taken.The incident was reported



General Notes.

All volunteers receive and sign for the Trust's Restoration Manual that includes full Health and Safety

requirements for the restoratiorrworks. The Manual is the property of the Trust; if you leave the working parties

foiary reason, please retum the Manual to either Ray Orth or myself.

David Barratt is our qualified First-Aider and, even if he is not on site, lives nearby and can be contacted on

01442 822523 if he is at home.

Hard hats for use at all times and high visibility jackets to be wom on sites with mobile plant in use are kept in

the store at Tringford and must be drawn/retu*"d th".". One first aid kit is kept in the store; another is kept in

the vw transporter for use on site. Also available in the transporter are ear defenders and goggles that must be

worn when uiing strimmers, angle grinders, concrete breakers and the like'

My mobile phone number at working parties is 07850-170858 It is not always left on continuously but has a

message facility that I check from time to time. We normally work from 9am to 5pm (or dark if earlier!) when

we are hiring plant or taking delivery of ready-mix concrete early in the morning. There are breaks for moming

coffee/tea, packed lunch u.rd uft"*oon tealcoffee. we take oui own food and drinks. However, do not feel

bound by these times, as half a day is better than no help at all'

DATES FOR WORIilNG PARTIES

DATE WORKING AT WORK TOBEDONL
Frida-v 3'o September 2004 Little Tring Bentonite lining/concretin p/excavatron

Saturday 4m Septemher 2004 Little Tring Bentonite lining/concretrnpy'excavatron

.Sundat 5h September 200'l Little Trine C"t B"ttt..tte lining/ercal'atl9n Phase II level survey

Mondav 6h September 2004 Little Trine C,,rt g"ntonit" tioit g/excavation Phase II level survey

Sundar' 12th SePtember 2004 Little Tnng @
NB: This is the da-v of the l'rust's sponsored walk

Mondar l3s September 200-1 Little Trine @,f qsqry491S:9*p&t"4

tnursaav 30h Septembcr 2004 Little Tring gentonlte lmtng/concretin g

Fridav 1"'October 2004 Litfle Trine Bentonite lining/concretin g

Satu.day 2'u October 2004 Little Trine ffi
Sundar J'o October 2004 Little Tring Construct bund at end ofPhase i
Monday 4h October 2004 Little Tring

-Conskuct 

bund at end ofPhase I

Thursday 21"' October 2004 Little Trine Trdy-s up and towPath work

Pridav 22"d October 2004 Little Trine Trdy*s 
"p 

*d towpath work

Thursdar' 4ft November 2004 Little Trine Tidving up and touPath work

l'ndav 5* November 2004 Little ]'ring T-lvrns 
"p 

,rd towPath work

Saturda\' 6ft November 2004 Little Tring Preparaton u'ork lbr Phase ll

S -ndrv 7-Novernber 2004 Little Tring Preparaton uork lbr Phase II

Thurrday7o December 2004 Little Tring Prepmatorv work for Phase II

Fridarr 3'd December 2004 Little Tnng Preparatory work for Phase II

.Vturdav 4h December 2004 Little Trine P,=ffi. Hedgep!441!e

Sundav 5ftDecember 2004 Little Tring prei@. Hedgeplanting

7 IFraltParlq Berkhamsted, Herts IIP4 2NU.
(Tetr : 0 1 4 42 87 4 53 6, e-mail rleish m an'@ukgatewav'n et)

Roger Leishman, Restoration Director.
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WEI\DOVER ARM TRUST

WORK PARTY VOLTJNTEER SCTIEDULE TO DECEMBER 2OO4

( .. .) Indicates Provisional

Please ring the person in charge and let them know that you are coming as soon as possible'

The name of the person in charge on a particular day/site is printed in italics.

p Bowers 012-55 504540 or 07880 744730 E Evans 01628 526237 or 01628 526898

R Leishman 0t442 g7 4536 or 07850 I 70858 R Orth 0 1494 786868 or 07733 092034

R Pittaway 01,296 630968 ot A7946 484156

\

Date I-ocation

Fn 3 Sep Little Tring R Leishman B Harris P Cardy P Bowers R Pittarvay

B Ing R 0rth K Graves

Sat -l Sep Little Tring E Evans O Revel P Cardy R Orth R Pittaw-ay am

F Marshall B Iiverett B Fletcher K Graves

Sun 5 Sep Little Tring R Leishman O Revel P Cardy P Batchelor R Orth

B Fletcher K Graves

Mon 6 Scp Little Tring R Leishman ROrth B Ing K Graves

Sun 12 Sep Little Tring ROrth B Everett K Graves

Mon 13 Sqr Little Tring ROrth K Graves

Thur 30 Sep Little Tring R Leishrnan P Bowers K Graves R Orth

Fri 1 Oct Little Tring R Leishman P Bowers K Graves Rfuh
Sat 2 Oct Little Tring RLeishman B Fletcher K Graves R Orth

Sun 3 Oct Little Tnng R Leishman B Fletcher K Graves R Orth

fhur 21 Oct Little Tring P Bowers

Fri 22 Oct Little Tring P Bowers

Thur 4 Nov Litfle Tring P Bowers

Fn 5 Nov Little Tnng P Bov'ers

Sat 6 Nov Little Tring R Leishman B Fletcher K Graves R Orth

Sun 7 Nov Litfle Tring R Leishman B Fletcher K Graves Rfrh
Thur 2 Dec Little Tring P Bowers

Fri 3 Dec Little Tring P Bowers

Sat 4 Dec Little'Iring R Leishman B Fletcher K Graves Rkh
Sun 5 Dec Little Tring R Leishman B Fletcher K Graves R Orttl
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